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Soup & Bread Luncheon
Sunday, February 3rd
after the worship service

Bring your favorite soup, bread and/or dessert. Drop soup
off in a crockpot or a stove pot in the kitchen before worship
and we will keep it warm or heat it up. (Please label your
pots and utensils). The church will provide plates, cups,
utensils and beverages.
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11 West Main Street, Norwich NY 13815
Phone: (607) 334-3434
E-mail: office@uccnorwichny.org
Website: www.uccnorwichny.org
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m., 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE: Sunday, 10:00 a.m. (Nursery provided)

From the Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
I have said this multiple times before. I have said it in
private conversations. I have said it at committee meetings. I
have said it from the pulpit. I have said it in my writings. It
is the brief version of how Bonnie and I met.
Bonnie and I met when I was on vacation in Maine with
my best friend from New York City. He is Bonnie’s cousin.
I was thirty-nine. Bonnie was thirty-eight. We got
married a year later. It was the first marriage for both of
us. The next several paragraphs elaborate on a part of the
“rest of the story.”
When it came time for prayer requests at the church I
attended in New York City I announced I was going to get
married and move to the Great State of Maine. After the
service the pastor asked me if I was frightened. I hesitated
for a moment, thought, and then said, “Yes!”
“Good,” said he. “There are a multitude of moving parts, a
plethora of unknowns here. If you told me you were not
frightened I would have taken you to the wood-shed and given
you a good whoopin!”
And so I moved to Maine into Bonnie’s small apartment—
move #1. But we knew that another larger apartment in the
same house was opening up a month later and the landlord
had agreed we could move into it. And so we did— move # 2.
Then I heard a call to ordained ministry and responded.
Ask Bonnie: she will tell you she did not know being married
to a pastor was a part of the bargain!
And so we moved from Brunswick, Maine to seminary
housing on the campus of Bangor Theological Seminary.
Needless to say that campus was in Bangor— move # 3.
This will sound familiar. After a time in our first
apartment there, a dwelling which was quite small, another
larger apartment in the same building opened up and the
seminary agreed we could move into it— move # 4.
And then.... and then.... the seminary sold the building in
which we were living out from under our feet. We moved to
another seminary building— just across the street, but a
move— move # 5. I don’t think we ever even unpacked all the
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boxes after that move!
What happened then? I finished seminary and we— please
notice, I said “we”— we were called to Norwich, New York—
move # 6.
For me that was six moves in a time frame just short of 8
years. For Bonnie it was five moves.
And now.... and now... sometime this year for the first time
in 23+ years we shall be moving again. As Bonnie and I travel
toward retirement the only real difference now, I think, is we
are older— perhaps not wiser, certainly older.
As many of you know, we do not yet have a place to land.
We have a general location in mind where we intend to land.
That is not a enough. This will take time to straighten out
over the next several months. Who knows what will happen?
Who knows how long it will take? I don’t.
God willing, finding a place will happen over time. But we
shall rely on, need to rely on kyrios chronos— God’s time.
However and to bring a patch of realism to this, for each of
these six aforementioned moves which I outlined, the time
frame for preparing to move and figuring out where we would
be was even shorter.
That brings me back to what my pastor in New York City
said when he asked if I was frightened and I hesitated for a
moment, thought, and then said, “Yes!”
“Good,” said he. “There are a multitude of moving parts, a
plethora of unknowns here. If you told me you were not
frightened I would have taken you to the wood-shed and given
you a good whoopin!”
There are a multitude of moving parts about which we need
to be concerned. Housing, finances, health care— something
people do not think about: when you move you need new,
different doctors!— all this will all be a part of the coming
months.
What I have just said, of course, outlines some of my
personal concerns. The concerns of this church, this
congregation are and will be similar as you move forward with
the time of transition and enter the search period. Indeed,
when you do call a new pastor that person will be uprooting
their life, moving. That person will be concerned about
housing, finances, health care in a new location.
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There is no doubt about this. What we should not have is
an “unhealthy fear” of unknowns. We all should have a
“healthy” fear of unknowns. We all need to rely on kyrios
chronos— God’s time.
What constitutes a healthy fear? A healthy fear recognizes
the unknowns. But a healthy fear also relies on our faith.
Our belief as Christians is that Jesus lives. Our belief as
Christians is that Christ walks with us. Our belief as
Christians is that God is at our side at all times, in all ways.
That does not mean we will avoid concerns. That does not
even mean we will avoid hardships.
It does mean God is at our side. There is nothing
Pollyannaish, nothing irrepressibly or excessively optimistic
about that statement. That God walks with us is key a part of
our belief.
God walks with us on our journey. That may be, I think, a
fairly good description of what faith actually is about. So for
me, personally, and for this church, this congregation we must
rely on God in the coming time. We must trust not that God
will provide but that God will be with us, walk with us.
Well— as I often say— see you in church. Church— that is
where we learn to trust that God walks with us.
In Faith,

Joe Connolly

P.S. What that pastor probably meant to say is “Frightened is
O.K. But if you don’t trust God, I’ll give you a whoopin!”
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FEBRUARY 3RD

Bring cans of soup for
donation to the food pantry to
the service or Potluck.

FEBRUARY 17TH

Paper products, Personal Care Item and Diaper collection
Sunday. A basket will be at the rear of the Nave for your
donations.

News From Our Daily Bread Food
Closet
Did you know that when the ASPCA receives donated food
they may not keep it because they use only specific kinds of
pet food? Hence, anything donated to them which is outside
that parameter is donated to food pantries, including Our
Daily Bread Food Closet, which we support. Why do food
pantries need pet food? People who are in need of food
themselves may also have pets who need to be fed. Pet food is
expensive and cannot be purchased with SNAP benefits.
Therefore, those who have pets and can get pet food at
ODBFC are grateful when it is available. So, on March 3rd
(which is the next Communion Sunday here and would
normally be a day on which we collect people food for ODBFC)
we ask that you donate pet food instead of people food. Yes,
that sounds silly but it makes perfect sense!
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Director of Children and Youth
Ministries
Linda L. Oehme

Our January 6th, 2019 Intergenerational Worship Service was
a huge success and everyone seemed to really enjoy worship
that day! My, how the children have grown! Most of them are
reading now and they did a super job. Everyone, including
the adults, played an important role making the story we told,
in the form of a play, come alive to all. And I’m sure we will
all remember how those 3 (young) Wise Men followed that
sparkler ‘star’ with such intent!
Here is a list of the participants in order of appearance:
Jennifer Mallozzi (Manager)
Shea Breese (Behind the Scenes)
Josiah Tyler
Ericka Tyler
Melodie Posner
Gwendolyn Breese
Luci Yantz
Fiora Breese
Mylee Pittsley
Bonnie Connolly
Pastor Joe Connolly
Caleb Birtch
Leona Tyler
Mya Yantz
Matt Maholchic
Mary Williams
Jay Conant
Pete Williams
Neil Conant
Pat Burke
Kyle Conant
Linda Oehme (Director)
Thank you all for helping!
February finds us in Unit 4, Called to Be an Epiphany. The
theme focusses on how, when we respond to God’s call in our
lives, we become an Epiphany— the ‘aha’ event that
manifests, through our lives, the presence and power of God’s
Spirit at work in the world.
The lessons in Unit 4 ask questions about, and explores
different ways in which people have experienced and
responded to God’s call. How do we know what God calls us to
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be and do? What does it mean to follow Jesus? Something to
think about, right?
Come and join the fun! You are never too young or too old to
learn. Watch the bulletin and Newsletters for activities
planned for the whole family. See you 8:30 a.m. for Church
School!
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That They May All Be One

(A Pastoral Letter from the UCC General Minister and President)
Dear Partners in Christ:
The vision of a body united– in purpose, in mission, in
vision– is one that inspired the birth of our denomination. All
of our spiritual impulses reverberate in an effort to call us into
a more perfect union. Throughout our shared history as a
people of faith and as a part of the Body of Christ, we have
challenged ourselves to widen the circle of inclusion. Widening
the circle has always come with growth pains as we shed old
skins and welcome those whom we had previously thought
unwelcome. And, with each new articulation of a more fully
expressed Body of Christ we have realized new joy. Through it
all we remain focused on the call to be one and committed to
meeting the challenges inherent in that call.
We are now living in and through a season when the threats
to unity are legion. Talk of walls that mark refugees as threats,
labels like ‘terrorist’ that attach too easily to Muslims, overt
racial bias that normalizes fear and hatred, a pandemic of
abuse to women with the trigger reflex to forgive the men who
author that abuse have turned America into a land many of us
no longer recognize and that too many of us are finding harder
and harder to reconcile with our faith.
Now more than ever, the Holy Spirit of the Living God and
the Risen Christ is seeking to partner with anyone committed
to unifying the human community. The gospel mandate to love
our neighbor as we love ourselves resonates deep within us. It
calls for the better angels among and within us to always resist
impulses to hate, to condemn, to vilify, or to castigate. In such
a time as this, the United Church of Christ’s call to fulfill the
prayer of Jesus, that they may all be one, stands as an urgent
mandate to disciples who envision a just world for all.
United with you in God’s service,
The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer
General Minister and President
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United Church of Christ, First
Congregational, Norwich, NY
has a long history of gifts
bequeathed by former
members and memorial gifts
given by family and friends. To
recognize and honor our past
and encourage growth in our
future, our scholarship
program is supported by some
recent generous gifts.
Scholarship amounts vary up
to $1,000.
General Information
 The successful candidates will be chosen by the Memorial Gifts
Scholarship Committee.
 Scholarships can be used for post-secondary undergraduate
education.
 Preference will be given to UCC members, UCC employees, and
the children/grandchildren of UCC members and UCC employees.
 Awards for graduating seniors will be presented at the Dollars for
Scholars Presentation.
 The awards will be made on character, service, scholarship and
financial considerations. Some awards have additional criteria as
noted.
Scholarships for Applicants who are Covenant Members of UCC,
First Congregational Norwich:
Memorial Gifts Scholarship (number of scholarships varies)
Alexander and Alice Neill Scholarship (1 scholarship)
Scholarships for All Applicants
Donald Tracy Scholarships (4 scholarships)
Theodore Dolgos Scholarships (2 scholarships)
Theron and Margaret Hust Scholarship (1 scholarship)

Applications will be available from the church office or online at
<www.uccnorwichny.org> after February 15.
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February 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
1:30 p.m. Muslim Community
8:00 p.m. Muslim Community

2
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

3
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship/Communion
“Souper” Bowl Sunday
11:00 a.m. Soup & Bread
12:30 a.m. Hand Bells, Nave
1:00 p.m. Super Sew Sunday

4
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
2:30 p.m. Tai Chi
3:30 p.m. Tutoring
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

5
10:00 a.m. Pre-Wedding
Counseling
1:00 p.m. Quilters
3:30 p.m Conant
Lessons
7:00 p.m .Transition
Committee

6
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir

7
9:45 a.m .Tai Chi
11:30 a.m. Conant
Lessons
7:00 p.m. Executive
Council Mtg.
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

8
1:30 p.m. Muslim Community
8:00 p.m. Muslim Community
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10
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells, Nave
3:00 p.m. Pastor Joe at
Chenango Valley Home
8:00 p.m. Muslim Community

11
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
2:30 p.m. Tai Chi
3:30 p.m. Tutoring
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi
7:00 p.m. Trustees Mtg.
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

12
9:30 a.m. Head Start
1:00 p.m. Quilters
3:30 p.m. Conant
Lessons
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

13
9:30 a.m. CAM Mtg., Homer
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir

14
9:45 a.m .Tai Chi
11:30 a.m. Conant
Lessons
6:00 p.m. Piecemakers
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

15
1:30 p.m. Muslim Community
8:00 p.m. Muslim Community

16
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

17
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship
Paper Products Sunday
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
8:00 p.m. Muslim Community

18 Presidents’ Day
Church Office Closed
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
2:30 p.m. Tai Chi
3:30 p.m. Tutoring
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

19
1:00 p.m. Quilters
3:30 p.m. Conant
Lessons
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

20
8:30 a.m. Interfaith Council
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
1:00 p.m. PAC Meeting
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir
7:00 p.m. Democratic
Committee

21
9:45 a.m. Tai Chi
11:30 a.m. Conant
Lessons
6:00 p.m. Alzheimer’s
Support Group
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

22
1:30 p.m. Muslim Community
8:00 p.m. Muslim Community

23
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

24
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells, Nave
8:00 p.m. Muslim Community

25
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
2:30 p.m. Tai Chi
3:30 p.m. Tutoring
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

26
1:00 p.m. Quilters
3:30 p.m. Conant
Lessons
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

27
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Chenango Change
7:00 p.m. Choir

28
9:45 a.m. Tai Chi
11:30 a.m. Conant
Lessons
6:00 p.m. Deacons
Meeting
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

1

2
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4:00 p.m. SAME
Expo. See p. 7.
8:00 p.m. Muslim
Community

Revised Common Lectionary
You may be aware that the readings used at services of
worship in most Mainline Protestant churches and in Roman
Catholic Churches are from the list of assigned readings
known as The New Revised Common Lectionary. In our
Congregational tradition, while pastors are encouraged to use
the assigned readings, it’s not mandatory. This is published
in the hope that some may use these readings in their
personal prayer and devotional time.
4th Sunday after the Epiphany - February 3
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13;
Luke 4:21-30
5th Sunday after the Epiphany - February 10
Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13); Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11;
Luke 5:1-11
6th Sunday after the Epiphany - February 17
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20;
Luke 6:17-26
7th Sunday after the Epiphany - February 24
Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1
Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38

It’s That Time of Year
Snow, wind, ice and cold are here. In
case of bad weather, please don’t take
unnecessary risks to get to church.
Pastor Joe lives close to the church and
will be here regardless of the weather.
A chapel service may be held.
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Ways to donate to Schroon Lake
Community Church

Schroon lake Community Church and parsonage were
destroyed by a fire on January 2, 2019. We have been
collecting checks and cash to forward to them, but you can
also give electronically through a link on their website
<www/slcommunitychurch.com>. Donations for their Pastor
Lynnette Cole are also being accepted through a GoFund Me
link also found on the church’s website.
“God has been with Schroon Lake Community Church
after a fire on January 2, 2019, destroyed the church and
parsonage. Thankfully, there were no injuries. Pastor
Lynnette and her dog, Lumos Maxima, are ok. Sunday
morning services are being held at the Catholic Church at
9 am 1 block north of our church until further notice.
We are so thankful for the fire fighters and all that
assisted the day of the fire. Our church congregation is
strong and so blessed for the outpouring of love, support and
prayers during this difficult time. Thank you so much for
your consideration in donating to the future of our church
and all that God has planned for us!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Lynnette Cole, Schroon Lake Community Church”
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Letters
Dear Red Cross Supporter,
The American Red Cross is very grateful for your generous
gift to Local Chapter. On behalf of those we serve, thank you.
The American Red Cross prevents and alleviates human
suffering in the face of emergencies by mobilizing the power of
volunteers and the generosity of donors like you. You make a
difference; thank you for standing with us.
Gail McGovern, President and CEO
American Red Cross
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your generous contribution to help
strengthen communities worldwide. Through your support of
Church World Service, you are helping to fight the connected
challenges of hunger, lack of access to safe water and
improved sanitation and extreme poverty. Here’s how:
You are helping more children to reach their fifth birthday
through program focusing on food security and those
providing families with additional income and better
nutrition.
For communities who lack access to safe drinking water,
you are helping to dig wells, build gravity-fed water systems,
repair pipes, elevate hand pumps and implement solutions
using rainwater.
You are providing educational opportunities for both
children and adults, so women can start and grow businesses
and children can have a bright future.
The men, women and children with whom CWS works are
both strong and determined. They are building the futures
they deserve, and we are proud to help them as they do.
I am so moved by the determination of generous people
like you, who are standing in solidarity with families in need
in the United States and around the world. May God bless
you for your support.
Rev. John L. McCullough, President and CEO
Church World Service
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Dear UCC,
Thank you for your financial assistance with our
Christmas Boxes. We were able to help over 200 families.
Thank you again for your support to help make that happen.
Linda Gregory for Outreach
at Broad St. United Methodist Church
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your gift in support of the ministry of
theological education at Lancaster Seminary. Your gift
provides support for Lancaster Seminary’s mission “to educate
and nurture leaders to join God’s redemptive and liberating
work so that all creation may flourish.” We seek to bring a
gifted and dedicated faculty, committed and called students,
and supporting churches, organizations and friends into a
vibrant community of faith. The support you provide with
your prayers and your gifts opens the doors for our students’
education, opens their minds to learning, and opens their
hearts to serving.
Rev. Dr. Carolyne Call
Executive Director of Development and
Communications,
Lancaster Theological Seminary
Dear Friends,
On behalf of the staff of Doctors Without Borders, I want
to thank you for your generous gift. Your contribution helps
ensure that our patients receive the care they so urgently
need, no matter their circumstances. In the last few months
alone, support from caring donors like you has helped us
respond to a range of emergencies in more than 70 countries,
including the Rohingya Crisis, Conflict in Yemen and
Malnutrition in Nigeria. Our critical work to deliver
emergency care to people caught in these crises wouldn’t be
possible without your generous support. Thank you for being
part of our important lifesaving mission.
John Lawrence, President
Doctors Without Borders USA
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Dear UCC,
Please extend our gratitude and deep appreciation to the
entire congregation of the United Church of Christ, First
Congregational, and especially to Jane Prime and the Missions
Committee for their efforts in securing these funds in support
of the PAL Norwich center. The continued support of such a
giving and involved church is truly heartwarming. Because of
your donation, we will be able to continue to host families for
education and mentoring classes, as well as help them build
stronger bonds and connections with the Norwich community.
Thank you again for your support of our efforts.
Sharon Chesna, Executive Director
Mothers & Babies Perinatal Network
Dear Friends,
We graciously thank you for your thoughtful donation to the
Danielle House as part of your 2018 missions donation. We are
blessed by the enduring kindness of our donors. And what
greater kindness is there than to offer safe, secure shelter to
individuals far from home during medical care or crisis.
During 16 years of service we have provided a place of hope
and healing to more than 9,400 guests in a time of anxiety and
uncertainty.
A recent guest noted: “The comfort I found at Danielle
House was so nurturing and relaxing. I was embraced by the
stories each guest shared of how they came here. I knew I was
not alone in my time of trial. I’ll always remember and
appreciate your home.”
Thank you again for supporting our sacred mission with
this charitable gesture.
Diane Stento, Founder & Executive Director
Danielle House
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From the Transition Committee
Linda Oehme, Chair

The Transition team met on January 31st for a special meeting
to begin work on the Interim Profile. Our regular monthly
meeting will be on February 5th when we will continue to
discuss the book, Interim Ministry in Action and move
forward with our celebration plans. We now have a bulletin
board in the Founders’ Room where we will display our
“Stepping Stone” journey. Again, please be patient and
continue to pray for discernment of what God wants from us.
Dates to remember:
Saturday, April 27 @ 3 p.m. Women’s Tea Party in
Founders’ Room
Sunday, May 19 Barbeque after church in the parking
lot with tents!
June 2 Sit-down dinner @ Canasawacta Country Club
4 p.m. Cocktail Hour, 5 p.m. Dinner with 3 choices of
meals
End of June 2019 Farewell Service on a Sunday
afternoon.
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Prayer Concerns
Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns:
* families-those families that may be going through
particularly difficult times, families seeking God’s
guidance;
* those who are moving because of their work, those looking
for work, and those looking for meaning in their work.
* those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or
surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital.
* those who grieve over the death of someone they love.
* our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our
pastor, all staff members and committees.
* peace in the world.
* gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and
all those who feel isolated and alone.
OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO
Steve and Melissa Emmons for the loss of Steve’s grandmother,
Betty Emmons who died on January 29, 2019.

Visitors in the Last Month
Todd Bachman and Elizabeth Bronson, North Pitcher
Rita Giangarra, Caleb Birtch, Mylee Pittsley, Norwich

Bulletins
Bonnie and Joe Connolly, Farewell and Appreciation for
Reverand Freeman Palmer, UCCNY Conference Minister,
January 5, 2019.
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Deacons’

Book
Box
Take a Book - Leave a Buck
The Deacons invite you to take a book from the
book box in the Founders’ Room and leave $1.00 in
the donation. Funds collected over the next month
will be matched by the Deacons and given to the
Schroon Lake Federated UCC/Methodist Church
whose church building and parsonage were
destroyed by fire on January 2nd.

Don’t want a book? No problem!
Just leave your donation in the can!

These are the birthdays of members
and friends of our church family. If
you know someone on the list who’s
having a birthday, feel free to send
that person a card. Even if you don’t
know anyone on the list, feel free to
send any celebrant a card. More
importantly, strive to hold each of these people up in prayer on the
anniversary of their birth. Please call the church office with
additions.
1
4
6
9
11

Betty Yeahl
Bonnie Connolly
Rose Laughlin
Ron Musson
Matthew Craig
Joshua Miller

FEBRUARY
16
17
22
24
25
28
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Audrey Aitken
Jason Yantz
Norma Kinney
Linda Oehme
Irene Sobers
Gwendolyn Breese

Ministers: All the People
Pastor and Teacher: The Rev. Mr. Joseph Connolly
Moderator: Robert Oehme
Director of Children/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme
Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams
Financial Secretary: Donna Wood-Craig
Parish Coordinator: Cheri Willard
Counselor, Family Counseling Ministry: Joanne Ferguson
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