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From the Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
I want to start my missive this month with two questions.
First: ‘Who are we?’ Second question: ‘Do we know each other?’
Last March I stumbled across an article in the blog On
Being by the writer Erin White. White’s work has appeared in
The New York Times, Creative Nonfiction and The Kenyon
Review. Her book, Given Up For You: A Memoir of Love,
Belonging, and Belief, has been published by University of
Wisconsin Press.
In that blog entry White tells a story about a white haired
man with a trimmed beard, Carhartt pants and flannel shirt
who stood up at prayer time in her rural Massachusetts church
with an announcement. His name was Norman.
“This might not matter to anyone but me. In the early
hours of this morning my son’s wife gave birth to two tiny
daughters. I got the call just before dawn.” That mattered to
everyone. Everyone cheered.
These things are important in church. Yes, people post
things like that on Facebook. But since when was Facebook
intimate, personal and warm? Church can be all that and
more.
White also told a story about a woman in the same church
who said, “This morning I saw God in the face of my new
kitten.” That was greeted warmly also.
Of course, for some people the very idea of a congregant
speaking during a service, even at prayer time— let alone
sharing a divine feline vision— is unimaginable. And some
even think such things are a waste of time.
But should a church really worried about wasting time?
After all, worship is God’s time— not cronos— the Greek for
time but Kronos— Greek for God’s time. The last I heard God
does not wear a watch.
After that story Erin White circles back to Norman.
Several weeks after he addressed the birth of his grandchildren
Norman died. He was piloting his 1966 single-engine Cessna.
It crashed in the Vermont woods and he’d been flying alone.
The minister wrote an email to the congregation telling
them Norm had died. “Let us give thanks,” he wrote, “that we
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all knew and loved Norman.”
A few days later an obituary appeared not in the local
newspaper but in The New York Times. This was the headline:
“Norman Baker, Adventurer, Dies at 89; Crossed Atlantic on a
Reed Raft.”
It turned out Norman had crossed the Atlantic on a raft in
1970. This was one the trips made by the Norwegian
adventurer and ethnographer Thor Heyerdahl. It was a
treacherous 3,275-mile voyage across the Atlantic on a raft
made of papyrus. The raft was named Ra II, a related but
distant cousin of the more famous raft Kon-Tiki which had
crossed the Pacific 13 years earlier.
The obituary had a picture of Norman taken in 2012 at the
National Explorers Society in New York City. He was wearing
a tuxedo and two medallions strung on ribbons around his
neck. He looked like royalty. And he looked like Norman.
White had a basic reaction about this: who knew? Some
people in the church in fact knew. But there were really very,
very few who knew this about Norman.
That brings me back to my two opening questions: ‘Who are
we?’ ‘Do we know each other?’
I think in this next year of transition... I know— it is now
less than a year and the time is getting shorter day by day;
please do not remind me!... in this time of transition and
beyond one of our key goals needs to be getting to know one
another better.
But that also presents us with a paradox. Getting to know
one another better is a two way street. If one person does not
want to be open that is their choice.
Norman did not speak much of his adventures. Perhaps he
did not want to seem like he was bragging. But let me quote
the Hall of Fame Baseball player Dizzy Dean on that topic. “It
ain’t bragging if you did it or if you can do it!”
But there is one other important thing to say about letting
others know who you are. To speak about who you are and
where you have been takes a willingness to place yourself and
who you are in front of someone else. This means you trust
that other person will be accepting. And that can be very, very
frightening.
Now, the last time I looked a very, very long time ago we
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declared that we are an open and affirming church. For me
what that translates as very, very simple idea.
As a church we have stated we accept people for who they
are and where they are at in their journey through life, in
their journey with God. We need to live that out. Which is to
say I think that is something on which it would be wise for us
to concentrate in this time of transition and beyond.
So, as I often state at the end of these notes: “See you in
church.” Church— that’s a place where we, the people of God,
people who strive to accept others for who they are and where
they are at in their journey through life, in their journey with
God, gather.
In Faith,

Joe

Thanksgiving Baskets
WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU TO MAKE THIS A
SUCCESSFUL PROJECT:
1. Canned Goods (no glass): Vegetables, Cranberry
Sauce, Gravy, Stuffing Mix - Bring in anytime on or
before November 5th
2. Money to help purchase food in bulk. Bring to the church
office or put in the offering plate. Just be sure you mark it
for Thanksgiving Boxes.
3. Volunteer - There will be a sign up sheet available later
in October.
For more information, call Linda Oehme at 336-7716.
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Letter from the Christian Enlistment
Campaign Committee
Dear Fellow Congregants and Friends,
I am writing to you in regards to our stewardship campaign
for 2019. This past year, thanks to you, we have continued to
support a variety of local, regional, and more global missions.
The net result is comfort and justice for many people who often
have neither. These are people right here in our community
and beyond.
Our pledges have supported such local missions as The
Place, Our Daily Bread Food Pantry, Chenango County Habitat
for Humanity, Thanksgiving baskets, and several other efforts.
We, as a church, continue to have a generous heart for missions
in the Susquehanna Association and the New York Conference.
On a global scale, we have supported Honduras relief efforts,
Doctors Without Borders, Church World Service, and others.
Our Missions Committee has faithfully overseen distribution of
our pledges.
During the 2018 pledge campaign, the goal of the Christian
Enlistment Campaign Committee and the Trustees was
$50,000 representing a ten percent increase from the prior
year. We are well on our way to meet this goal in actual
pledged dollars received. This demonstrates your generosity
and willingness to provide justice to others. For 2019, we ask
that you continue to offer what you can. With thought and
prayer that amount may well be more than last year. We also
continue an active program sponsored by our Deacons, of
providing a box of diapers to the First Baptist Church for every
$500 pledged during the stewardship campaign.
Pledge Sunday is November 11, 2018. Pledges can be
accepted at any time, and should be in the church office no
later than December 16, 2018.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
Yours in Faith,
Jack Brereton, Chair
Christian Enlistment Campaign Committee
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October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9:00 a.m. Pastors
Boundary Training, Homer
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl,
Chapel
4:00 p.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
7:00 p.m. Trustees Mtg.,
7:30 p.m. Music Club Folk Music concert, Nave
Free and Open to public.

2
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons

3
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave
7:00 p.m. Democratic
Committee, Founders’ Rm.

4
8:30 a.m. Interfaith Council
Breakfast
9:45 a.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
11:30 a.m. Conant Lessons

5

6
10:00 a.m. UCC NY
Conference Board
Meeting

7
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship/
Communion
Neighbors in Need
Food Donation Sunday
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells

8
Columbus Day
Church Office Closed

9
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons

10
9:30 a.m. CAM Mtg., Homer
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study, Chapel
6:30 p.m. Chenango Cares,
Founders’ Rm.
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

11
9:45 a.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
11:30 a.m. Conant Lessons
6:00 p.m. Piecemakers,
Founders’ Rm.

12

13

14
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells

15
10:00 a.m .Prayer Shawl,
Chapel
4:00 p.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
6:00 p.m. Deacons
Meeting, Chapel

16
9:00 a.m. Head Start
Policy Council Founders’
Rm.
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons

17
10:30 a.m. Food Pantry Meeting
12:00 p.m. Food Pantry
Volunteer Luncheon
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

18
9:45 a.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
11:30 a.m. Conant Lessons
4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council,
Chapel
6:00 p.m. Alzheimer’s
Support Group, Founders’
Rm./Parking Lot)

19

20

21
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship
Paper Products Sunday
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells
1:00 p.m. NCSD Hand
Bell Rehearsal, Nave

22
4:00 p.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
7:00 p.m. Trustees Mtg.,
Chapel

23
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons

24
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave
7:00 p.m. Democratic
Committee (tentative)

25
9:45 a.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
11:30 a.m. Conant Lessons

26
9:00 a.m. Collate and
mail November
newsletter

27
9:00 a.m. Home
Bureau, Founders’ Rm./
Kitchen/Parking Lot

28
8:30 a.m. Church School
9:30 a.m. Nursery
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Budget
Information Meeting
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells

29
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl,
Chapel
4:00 p.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.

30
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
7:00 p.m. Transition
Committee, Chapel

31
Halloween
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons
3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons
5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons
6:00 p.m. Bible Study, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

1

2

3

4:00 p.m. Tai Chi,
Founders’ Rm.
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Director of Children and Youth
Ministries
Linda L. Oehme

Church School began on September 16th. We meet most
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. This year we will meet together for the
opening story and then will separate into two activity groups,
one for the older children and one for the younger children.
Unit 2 covers the last seven weeks of the Season of
Pentecost and ends Year B of the lectionary cycle. In Unit 1 we
were wondering what it means to be a church. If the church is
not a building, then what is it? It is PEOPLE, following
faithfully. In Unit 2, we explore what it means to answer the
call to be faithful followers of Jesus, Who is the Christ. We are
confronted with the cost and the promise of living in God’s way,
which is no easy task. The “good news” Jesus preaches
requires humility, insight, love of God, neighbor and self. It
calls for willingness to recognize God’s Spirit acting in
unexpected ways and places, perseverance through difficult
times, and participation within God’s realm of justice even
though its presence and power is not yet fully revealed. To be
faithful followers of Jesus we are called to be humble
servants— becoming personally involved and taking risks in
order to help bring about God’s reign.
The theme of servanthood continues in Unit 2. When we
teach about servanthood within God’s realm, it is important to
recognize that the servanthood Jesus speaks of is freely chosen.
It is not undertaken out of guilt or laid on by others. It is not
experienced as a burden, but rather as a privilege—an eager
response to God’s generous love. Children should be able to
discover, for themselves, what it is to love and serve others as
an expression of their overflowing hearts. We want children to
learn that “sharing and caring” are not things we must do, but
are ways we choose to respond to the generous gifts that God
has given us.
Adult classes meet in the chapel at the same time as the
children. Come and join the fun! You are never too young or
too old to learn. Watch the bulletin and Newsletters for
activities planned for the whole family.
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Revised Common Lectionary
You may be aware that the readings used at services of
worship in most Mainline Protestant churches and in Roman
Catholic Churches are from the list of assigned readings known
as The New Revised Common Lectionary. In our
Congregational tradition, while pastors are encouraged to use
the assigned readings, it’s not mandatory. This is published in
the hope that some may use these readings in their personal
prayer and devotional time.
Proper 22 (27) 20th Sunday after Pentecost - October 7
Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16
Proper 23 (28) 21st Sunday after Pentecost - October 14
Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Amos 5:6-7, 10-15;
Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31
Proper 24 (29) 22nd Sunday after Pentecost - October 21
Job 38:1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
Isaiah 53:4-12; Psalm 91:9-16; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45
Proper 25 (30) 23rd Sunday after Pentecost - October 28
Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)
Jeremiah 31:7-9; Psalm 126; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52

From the Transition Committee
Linda Oehme, Chair

The Transition team met on August 16 and September 25 at
7:00 p.m. We are concentrating on developing a budget for
2019. Also, we are continuing to follow our “Stepping Stone”
path and to serve the UCC Church to the best of our ability in
discerning God’s plan for the future. Again, please be patient!
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Prayer Concerns
Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns:
 families-those families that may be going through
particularly difficult times, families seeking God’s
guidance;
 those who are moving because of their work, those looking
for work, and those looking for meaning in their work.
 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or
surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital.
 those who grieve over the death of someone they love.
 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our
pastor, all staff members and committees.
 peace in the world.
 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and
all those who feel isolated and alone.

OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO

Bert and Tracy Bartle for the death of Bert’s mother,
Cheryl Bartle on September 24, 2018.
John Kolb and Lilit Danielyan for the death of John’s
father, George J. Kolb on September 24, 2018.

Thank Yous
Dear UCC Family,
Thank you to everyone for coming to and putting on such a
nice party for me to celebrate my 100th birthday! I enjoyed it
very much! And thank you for the wonderful gifts!
Doris Graves
Dear UCC Family,
Thank you for everything the church did for us and what
you continue to do.
Annetta Dunkle’s Children
Steven, Eric, Denise
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Visitors Since the Last Newsletter
Cyndy and Rob Beardsley, Colorado
Doug Dutcher, Otego
Bob Evans, Norwich
Jessie Golden, Oxford
Rohimah
Barton Snedaker, Norwich
Diana Musson

The Bandera Family FREE Christmas Dinner
Tuesday, December 25, 2018
Now also in Norwich

WE ARE IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS!
Contact Us: www.banderachristmas.com
1-607-231-0706

Happy Birthday!

These are the birthdays of members and friends of our church
family. If you know someone on the list who’s having a birthday,
feel free to send that person a card. Even if you don’t know anyone
on the list, feel free to send any celebrant a card. More
importantly, strive to hold each of these people up in prayer on the
anniversary of their birth. Please call the church office with
additions.

OCTOBER

3
5
6
8
9
10
11
12

Leona Tyler
Carol Sands
Pat Evans
William Kolb
Shea Breese
Josiah Tyler
Kyle Conant
Jessie Brewer
Carol Nassar
Destinie Smith
Katie Izzo

16
17
19
20
21
23
24
26
28
30
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Tim Burgher
Justin Posner
Kristin Metz Miller
Paul Flores
Julie Gonzalez
Debra Phelps
Jennifer Mallozzi
Mary Musson
Sarah Adams
David Hall
Doris Graves
Jill Mallozzi

Ministers: All the People
Pastor and Teacher: The Rev. Mr. Joseph Connolly
Moderator: Robert Oehme
Director of Children/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme
Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams
Financial Secretary: Donna Wood-Craig
Parish Coordinator: Cheri Willard
Counselor, Family Counseling Ministry: Joanne Ferguson

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

United Church of Christ
First Congregational
11 West Main Street
Norwich, NY 13815-1612

STANDARD A
US POSTAGE PAID
NORWICH NY 13815
PERMIT 24

