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From the Pastor 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 When I was a teen I became fascinated with newspapers.  

Being a native of New York City, my favorite rag was The 

Herald Tribune.  It no longer exists.  It died the year after I 

graduated from High School. 

 And so I became a reader of The New York Times, from my 

young prospective the next best choice.  I still am a reader of 

the Times (on line at least).  One of its current noted 

columnists is David Brooks.  Sometimes I agree with him; 

sometimes I do not.  I once even had a letter to the Times 

editor which disagreed with Brooks published. 

 Brooks has written a new book, The Second Mountain: The 

Quest for a Moral Life.  I have not caught up with it yet.  But 

the premise of that work— that the life that many of us are 

leading is too self-centered and that this is not a positive way 

to live one’s life for one’s self or for the society in which one 

lives— fascinates me. 

 I did catch up with a recent interview of Brooks on PBS.  

Let me relate some of what was discussed. 

 Brooks stated this is a book about moral renewal, how 

individuals and societies turn themselves around.  It starts 

with the idea that we have slipped into some bad values and 

then admitting it.  We are, he insists, too individualistic, when 

we should be more communal. 

 We are too cognitive, up in our heads, analytical, when we 

should be more emotional and relational.  We steer our kids 

toward career success and not toward moral joy. 

 He then tells a personal story.  He was in a bad place five 

or six years ago.  He found people who realized a core truth: 

you can’t solve your problems on the level of consciousness at 

which you created them.  In order to turn their lives around 

these people went deeper into themselves.  They, thereby, 

discovered a level of ability for care, to care. 

 As to the bad time Brooks experienced, his kids were gone 

to college or going.  His marriage had ended. 

 A lot of his friendships were in the conservative movement 

(Brooks was and still is a staunch conservative), but he wasn’t 

at the place where much of the conservative movement resides 
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these days.  Therefore, a lot of his friendships evaporated. 

    He was living alone in an apartment.  He valued time over 

people, productivity over relationship and therefore did not 

have a lot of weekend friends.  He had workday friends that 

were professional, not weekend friends.  Because of this he 

experienced vast stretches of loneliness. 

 Brooks illustrated his lifestyle in this way: in silverware 

drawers, where there should have been silverware, he had 

Post-it notes.  Where there should have been plates, he had 

stationery.  Why?  He was just working.  He was using work-

aholism as therapy for an emotional, spiritual problem. 

 The person interviewing Brooks, Judy Woodruff pointed 

out he had a number of observations which struck her.  One 

was “Our society has become a conspiracy against joy.” 

 Brooks responded this way.  “One of the things I really 

discovered in the course of this process was that it’s useful to 

make a distinction between happiness and joy.” 

 “We spend a lot of time thinking about happiness.  And 

happiness is when you win your victory, when something goes 

well, you got a promotion.  Happiness is an expansion of self.  

But joy is when the self disappears, when you transcend 

yourself.” 

 I have often said from the pulpit something my late 

mother said to me.  “You can get happiness from reading a 

book you like, going on a tip, seeing a movie.  You only find 

real joy in God.” 

 Let me expand on that.  (And, again, I have said this from 

the pulpit ad nauseam.)  Love God; love neighbor.  These are 

the two great commandments and they are inseparable. 

 If you think you can love God without also loving neighbor 

that is precisely the issue to which Brooks was and is 

pointing, an over abundance of self-centeredness.   

 Self-centeredness is one of the great problems of modern 

society.  Self-centeredness was one of the problems of ancient 

Roman society.  And the way toward renewal, the way to 

change, is to understand the two great commandments are 

intertwined. 

 And what do we Christians strive to do, claim to do?  We 

strive to love God and love neighbor.  The very precept should 
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point us away from self-centeredness. 

 Well— see you in church— church where we try not to be 

self centered because we are committed to love of God and love 

of neighbor. 

  In Faith, 

 

 

 

 

  Joe Connolly 

Dona�on Sundays  
Food - May 5 
Bring in non-perishable food for donation to the food pantry. A 

basket will  be in front of the Communion table.  Checks made 

out to Our Daily Bread can also be put in the Offering Plate. 

 

Paper Products  - May 19 
Bring in paper towels, cleaning supplies and personal care 

items for donation to Our Daily Bread Food Pantry.  Or bring 

in packages of disposable diapers and wipes for the First 

Baptist Church’s Diaper Giveaway.  A basket will be available 

at the rear of the Nave. 

Save the DateSave the DateSave the DateSave the Date    
Music Sunday Music Sunday Music Sunday Music Sunday ----    June 2June 2June 2June 2ndndndnd        



5 

 

Director of Children  
and Youth Ministries 

Linda L. Oehme 

 

 We began our 6th Unit entitled, Spreading God’s Love on 

Easter Sunday.  During these 50 days of Easter (as you’ve 

heard mention many times, Easter is not a day; it’s a season) 

the disciples were transformed from fearful people, meeting  

secretly behind locked doors, to preachers and teachers going 

forth to change the world following their empowerment by the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost,  

  Young children are more accepting than older ones.  The 

“mystery” that Jesus died and is alive again still remains a 

challenge. Older children may ask questions that are difficult 

to answer. Sometimes it is necessary to give the simple but 

honest answer, “I often wonder about that too!”  

 We will continue to explore this unit until June 9th   which 

ends with the beginning of Pentecost.  On that Sunday, we will 

have an Intergenerational Worship service including 

Confirmation.  That will be the last day for Church School until 

September.  

  Vacation Bible School will be held July 28 - August 1, 

from 5:45 to 8:15 p.m.  We need your help to get this going this 

year.   The next meeting is May 7 at 7:00 p.m.  Many 

changes are happening this year and there are many 

opportunities to help with this endeavor.  The theme is To 

Mars and Beyond!  We will be transforming the nave into a 

Mars Outpost. Our organizational meeting was very 

encouraging, but we still need your help. Teen Guides are still 

needed.   

Here are some of the donations we need: 
  

                 Science             Snack 

 50 Balloons 1 Antacid Tablets  200 Small Paper Plates 

 100 Straws  1 Baking Soda  200 Napkins 

 2 Dish soap  2 Food coloring  5 Ranch Salad dressing 

 1 Cord String   200 Sandwich bags 

 2 Contact solution   48 Gallon Bags 

 1 Vegetable oil   48 Quart Bags 

 20 Binder clips 
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Letters Received 
 

Dear UCC First Congregational, 

 I want to personally thank you for your donation to the 

Schroon Lake Community Church Rebuilding Fund.  We are 

blessed by your generosity. 

 We have been hit very hard by the loss of our beloved 

church building.  It was a sad day to see the church and 

parsonage, which was Pastor Lynnette Cole’s home, go up in 

flames.  These are images that we will remember for the rest 

of our lives.  Now God has given us a task to rebuild his 

church and to show the town, and the world, that the Schroon 

Lake Community Church is as strong as it always has been.  

Donations like yours will enable us to start the rebuilding 

process. 

 Thank you for your loving support. 

  Peter M. Johnson, Board President 

  Schroon Lake Community Church 
 

Dear Joe, 

 Blessings on you and your congregation for your faithful 

and generous support over the years!  In our ongoing 

transition and transformation, it is so meaningful to have 

cherished companions! 

  Robert Grove-Markwood, Executive Director 

  The BTS Center 

It’s Annual Report Time 
If you are responsible for one of the following, please get your 

report to the church office by June 1st. 
 

Executive Council  Board of Trustees 

Memorial Gifts Committee  Board of Deacons 

Historian  Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 
 

Copies of last year’s reports are available from Cheri Willard, 

Parish Coordinator, 334-3434 or <office@uccnorwichny.org> 
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Church Picnic  
Sunday, May 19th  

after the worship service in our parking lot 
 

Rain or Shine 

 

hamburgers, turkey burgers, hot dogs,  
veggie burgers & dogs, condiments and paper 

supplies will be provided.  
Please bring salads or side dishes to share. 

Sign up in the church office. 

Chenango Historical  Society 

May 16, 4:30 - 5:30 

Ribbon-Cu+ng Ceremony - newly renovated hallway,  

                                                   lobby and main gallery spaces 

Exhibit Opening - “Towns of Chenango County” 

Meet & Greet -  Get to know our new Execu!ve Director,                  

                             Jessica Moquin. 

Refreshments 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 

6:30 p.m. Interfaith  Prayer 
Service, downtown Norwich 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

2 

9:45 a.m .Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m. Conant 
Lessons 

3:45 p.m Humer Lessons 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

3 

10:00 a.m. Interment 
1:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

3:00 p.m. Memorial 
Service 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

4 

9:30 p.m. 
Muslim Community 

5 

8:30 a.m. Church School 
9:00 a.m. Potluck Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. Worship/Communion 

Food Donation Sunday 
11:00 a.m. Missions Mtg. 
11:00 a.m. Handbells 

9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

6 

2:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
3:30 p.m .Tutoring 

5:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:00 p.m. Deacons Mtg. 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

7 

1:00 p.m. Quilters 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

7:00 p.m. VBS Meeting 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

8 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons 

5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 

6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

9 

9:45 a.m .Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m. Conant 
Lessons 

4:00 p.m. Interfaith Council 
5:00 p.m. Boy Scout 
Dinner 
6:00 p.m. Piecemakers 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 

10 

Church Office Closed 

 

1:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

11 

9:30 p.m. 
Muslim Community 

12 - Mothers Day 
Festival of the Christian Home 
 

8:30 a.m. Church School 
9:30 a.m. Nursery 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
11:10 a.m. Handbells 

3:00 p.m. Pastor Joe at 
Chenango Valley Home 

9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

13 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
2:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
3:30 p.m .Tutoring 

5:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
7:30 p.m. Advanced 
Students Recital. See p. 13. 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

14 

9:30 a.m. AARP Driver 
Safety Course 

1:00 p.m. Quilters 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

15 

1:30 p.m. PAC Mtg. 
3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons 

5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
7:00 p.m. Democratic 
Committee 

9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

16 

9:45 a.m .Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m. Conant 
Lessons 

4:30 p.m. Open House at 
Historical Society. See p. 7 

6:00 p.m. Alzheimer’s 
Support Group 

7:00 p.m. Transition Team 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

17 

1:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

18 

9:30 p.m. 
Muslim Community 

19 

8:30 a.m. Church School 
9:30 a.m. Nursery 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

Paper Products Sunday 
11:15 a.m. Church Picnic 

2:30 p.m. Mid York Concert 
Band at NHS 

9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

20 

2:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
3:30 p.m .Tutoring 

5:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

21 

9:00 a.m. Head Start 
Policy Council Mtg. 
1:00 p.m .Quilters 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

22 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons 

5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 

6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
7:00 p.m. Chenango Change 

9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

23 

9:45 a.m .Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m. Conant 
Lessons 

7:00 p.m. Executive 
Council 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

24 

1:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

25 

9:30 p.m. 
Muslim Community 

26 

8:30 a.m. Church School 
9:30 a.m. Nursery 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
1:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

27  Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
2:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
3:30 p.m .Tutoring 

5:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

28 

1:00 p.m .Quilters 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

29 

3:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

3:45 p.m. Humer Lessons 

5:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 

6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

30 

9:45 a.m .Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m. Conant 
Lessons 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

31 

9:00 a.m. Put June 
Newsletter together 
1:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

 

UCCNY Women’s Retreat 5/2 - 5/4 

UCCNY  Conference Annual Mee!ng 5/17 - 5/18 

May 2019 

-  9 
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A Note of Thanks 

 

Dear Friends, 

 As you know a “Tea Party” was held for me on April 27.  I 

was deeply honored and moved.  I need to offer many “thank 

yous” and I will probably miss some.  I apologize. 

 Thank you to the Transition Committee and to the church 

for thinking of and having this event.  Thank you to everyone 

who has worked on it, Jane Prime, Virginia Breed, Pat 

Sternberg, Norma Kinney, Judy Smith, Cheri Willard, and 

thank you to all who came. 

 Also thank you for suggesting I invite friends I have made 

from my life here in Norwich outside the church.  There are 

many different groups— golf buddies, lunch buddies, Weight 

Watchers buddies, Tai Chi buddies, lots of knitting and 

crocheting buddies.  My favorite nurse from the Fourth floor 

Ambulatory Surgery at Chenango Memorial Hospital where I 

volunteer one morning a week was able to come as were two 

people from the Susquehanna Association.  I will name one 

person— Nancy Herman— my cousin who lives in 

Cooperstown was there. 

 It was wonderful that people from so many aspects of my 

life were in one place at one time.  I sincerely hope they all got 

to meet one another and perhaps make a connection. 

 I love my church and I love my church family.  The Norwich 

UCC is an Open and Affirming Church.  This is often seen only 

as referring to sexual orientation but I personally see it as so 

much more. 

 There are many things that society doesn’t really affirm or 

accept that I feel my church family is open and affirming to— 

such as accepting women who might not be mothers or 

grandmothers; women who are terrible cooks, who are a 

different weight every year or people who tell terrible jokes.  I 

guess what I am really saying is thank you for accepting me 

with all my foibles. 

 I have been a part of many groups in this church and I am 

actively recruiting my replacements.  We will need an alto in 

the choir and a handbell ringer.  (Those are two fabulous 

groups).  Adult Sunday School and Bible Study, VBS will need 

additions too.  And of course the very fabulous Prayer Shawl 
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group of knitters and crocheters is open to all. 

 It is very bittersweet to be leaving.  I am excited to be 

moving to Maine but will miss many places and people.  I have 

spent a third of my life here.  When I see pictures of myself 

from twenty-three years ago I have to laugh at how much 

younger I was then!!  Now I have hearing aids and have had 

cataract surgeries. 

 Some of the people at the party were old friends, some were 

new.  And I also need to say this: over the years many 

parishioners are gone - moved or passed away.  But they are not 

forgotten and I cherish my memories of them all. 

 Again, let me offer my heartfelt thanks. 
 

        Bonnie Scott Connolly 
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Transition Committee  
Linda L. Oehme 

 

The Transition Committee submitted our completed Interim 

Profile on March 26th.  Our celebration activities are well under 

way. We were able to celebrate both Joe and Bonnie’s birthdays 

that were almost surprises. On April 27th we had a tea party to 

honor Bonnie. A big thanks goes out to Jane Prime, Virginia 

Chaplin, Pat Sternberg and Cheri Willard who put the 

wonderful plan into action. Also thanks to those who provided 

the beautiful place settings and Mary Williams who was the 

emcee. In addition, let us not forget the impromptu choir who 

sang the “Bonnie, Bonnie, We Will Miss You” song to her 

favorite hymn tune: New Dimensions. 

Our next celebration event is the Church Picnic in the 

parking lot on May 19th after church. We will provide the 

hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers and dogs, and turkey 

burgers as well as all the condiments and paper supplies. A 

sign-up sheet is in the office to provide salads and dishes to 

share.  

June 2nd, is Joe’s Retirement Dinner at the Country Club. 

Invitations have gone out and responses are coming in.  If you 

have not received an invitation, please call the office. We did 

our best to include everyone and we do not want to leave 

anyone out. Please return the response cards with meal choices 

as soon as possible. This is a sit-down dinner, we need to know 

whom, and how many are coming. Thanks for your cooperation. 

The cocktail hour starts at 4 p.m. and at 5:15 the meal will be 

served.   

Sponsored by Guernsey Memorial Library and the Chenango Arts Council 

5/1 - Singing in the Rain 

5/8 - A Hard Day’s Night 

5/15 - The Wiz 

5/22  - Annie 

5/29 - Chicago 

 

Free Movie and Popcorn Wednesdays in May 

at the Chenango Arts Council, 6:30 p.m. 
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Revised Common Lec�onary 
You may be aware that the readings used at services of 

worship in most Mainline Protestant churches and in Roman 

Catholic Churches are from the list of assigned readings known 

as The New Revised Common Lectionary. In our 

Congregational tradition, while pastors are encouraged to use 

the assigned readings, it’s not mandatory.  This is published in 

the hope that some may use these readings in their personal 

prayer and devotional time. 

 

Third Sunday of Easter - May 5, 2019 

Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter - May 12, 2019 

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter -May 19, 2019 

Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter - May 26, 2019 

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5;  

John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

Monday Evening Musical Club 

Advanced Students and 

Scholarship Winners Recital 

Monday, May 13 – 7:30 p.m. 
United Church of Christ, Norwich 

 

Free will offering taken to benefit Scholarship Fund.  
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Prayer Concerns 

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 

♦ families, families that may be going through particularly 

difficult times, families seeking God’s guidance; 

♦ those who are moving because of their work, those looking 

for work, and those looking for meaning in their work. 

♦ those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or surgery, 

or who anticipate going to the hospital. 

♦ those who grieve over the death of someone they love. 

♦ our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our 

pastor, all staff members and committees. 

♦ peace in the world. 

♦ gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and 

all those who feel isolated and alone. 

♦ the Transition Team 

OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO: 
• the family and loved ones of Betty Reed who died on 

March 30, 2019.   

• Jerrilynn and Alan Ingraham and their family for 

the loss of her mother, Carla Chase who died on April 

18, 2019. 

• the family and loved ones of Joy Barrows who died on 

April 22, 2019. 

• Jeff and Janet Johnson and family for the death of 

his father, Bill Johnson on April 30, 2019. 

6 Beth Garry 
8 Luci Yantz 
13 Nathaniel Garry 
14 Marcas Flindt 
17 Josh Borfitz  
 Joanne Ferguson 

20 Tim Carson 
23 Terri Yantz 
24 Aria Maholchic 
25 Todd Bachman 
29 Mary Williams 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
If you know someone on this list, or even if you don’t, feel free to 
wish them a Happy Birthday. More importantly, strive to hold each of 
these people up in prayer on the anniversary of their birth.   Please 
contact the church office with additions or corrections. 
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Judy Andersen 

Sandy Barker 

Lorane Burchill 

Morgan Burdick 

Abigail Caiazzo 

Robin Caiazzo 

Jane Clement 

Michelle Collins 

Joel Coon 

Doug and Linda DeLong 

Herman Ericksen 

Sharon Fleming 

Leanne Frayer 

Linda Gregory 

Sandy Hall 

Joyce Handy 

Kim Hazen 

Doug Hilts 

Grace and Tom Holmes 

Polly Hopson 

Anita Humer 

James Ives 

Audrey and Harold Johnson 

Alyssa Jutting 

Ken Bowie 

Al and Marilyn Kochersperger 

Ann-Lisa Kochersperger 

Carolyn Larsson 

Callie Lineberger 

Gianna Lineberger 

Jan Lineberger 

Alison Locke 

Richard Marple 

Patsy Mayes 

Buffy Mayo 

Charles Mosley 

Myron Phillips 

Peggy Phillips 

Betty Phillips-Brewer 

Laura Price 

Adam Raphael 

Allison Rehn 

Addie Roth 

Amy Roth 

Cordelia Roth 

Louisa Roth 

Erma Runion 

Deb Sanderson 

Michael Saunders 

Elain Schwan 

Barbara Sheridon 

Bob Smith 

Faye Steward 

Joe and Kathy Stewart 

Judith Thornton 

Jeanne and Seth Urie 

Carol Wells 

Debbie Wheeler 

Bob and Karen Wightman 

Visitors to Our Church Last Month 

Jim Antel 
author of Climate Church, Climate World  

will speak at the  
First Congregational Church of Ithaca.   

Saturday May 18 

Dinner 6:00 p.m.              Program - 7:00 p.m. 
Info:  FCCIthaca.org 
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