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Hi, I’m Dave Spiegel!  Many of you already know me, but I 

wanted to tell each of you and all of you how much I am 

looking forward to sharing in ministry with you.  

 

During the time between Joe’s departure and the arrival of 

your interim pastor we will be in ministry together.  I will be 

available for pastoral emergencies, hospital visits, pastoral 

calls and other needs that might arise.  The best way to get in 

contact with me is my cellphone which is 609-540-6186.  I can 

also be reached through the office.  I will be holding office 

hours most likely on Tuesdays and Thursdays with specific 

hours to be determined.  On Sundays we will be worshipping 

together as one congregation with my other congregation, FBC 

Norwich.  The worship schedule is published and will be 

distributed continually throughout the summer.   

 

I am excited about our opportunity to spend time together as 

two congregations of people that are united by our common 

connection in Jesus.  I look forward to sharing lots of time and 

worship together!  By the way, each Wednesday at noon we 

have lunch together in the Sunday school room at the Baptist 

church.  All are welcome to bring your own lunch and join us. 

 Shalom, 
 

   Dave Spiegel 

From the Pastor 
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Church Office Summer Hours 

July 5 - August  30 
Monday - Thursday  8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Closed on Fridays. 

Union Worship Schedule 
10:00 a.m.  

 
First Baptist Church 

June 30  
July 7  (Communion) 
July 21   

 

United Church of Christ 
July 28 (VBS Kickoff) 
August 4  (Communion) 
August 11  

 

Worship/Picnic in South Otselic with FBC 
August 18 (More details to be announced.) 
 

United Church of Christ 
August 25  

 

First Baptist Church 
Sept. 1 (Communion) 

We are Under Construction 
If you stop by this summer, you will see a lot of activity around 

the building.  The Trustees have planned several 

improvements to the building that are starting now.  The 

Nave is being repainted and so pews and other furniture are 

now in the Mayflower Room, Chapel and Founders’ Room.  

The cloth covering the organ pipes is also being replaced.  The 

parking lot will be resurfaced and parking lines repainted - we 

will post on Facebook when that is happening so you can plan 

if you need to come to the building.  And,  the flat roof over the 

kitchen is being repaired. The plan is for everything to be 

completed in time for the VBS kick off service on July 28th.   
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What can I say about Reverend Joseph Francis Connolly, 

Pastor and Teacher?  Well, quite a lot, really. I’ve worked 

closely with Joe for 17 years in my role as Director of Music 

Ministries.  Joe and I met every 2 or 3 weeks during that time 

to talk about his sermons, and the scheduled readings in 

order to select the hymns.  I learned so much through this 

process. 

  

What have I learned? 

God loves us and wants to be in covenant with us. 

God loves us… we must love others...  including the 

marginalized and the outcast. 

God has always loved us and this is demonstrated over and 

over in the old and New Testament stories. 

 

Raise your hand if you learned this too. 

 

I have learned that one must understand the culture during 

the time scripture was written in order to understand the 

meaning of the stories… and that they should not be taken 

literally. 

 

Raise your hand if you learned this too. 

 

I have learned that it is not necessary to have blind faith in 

God.  The act of wrestling with God is what helps us grow and 

understand. 

 

Raise your hand if you learned this too. 

 

I have learned God can not be defined or fully understood by 

humans or limited by gender or any other human 

characteristic.  The divisions that we humans impose on 

ourselves and others do NOT apply to God, and have no 

bearing on God’s love.  These groups we sort ourselves into 

Remarks from Pastor Joe’s 
Retirement Dinner 
by Mary Williams 
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(race, gender, nationality, financial status, intellectual ability, 

vocation, political affiliations, denomination, physical 

appearance etc.), are just more ways we separate ourselves 

from God and each other... for we are all truly one. 

 

Raise your hand if you learned this too. 

 

I have learned that being a Christian requires action with 

others, not to convert others, but to share the word of God 

with others so they can convert themselves.  The church is not 

a building.  The church is not the Pastor. The church is an 

ACTION. 

  

Raise your hand... 

 

As a teacher myself, it is important to me to know that my 

students are learning and growing and that I do make a 

difference.  I know I’ve been successful when I hear my 

students using my own words when they are teaching others. 

It is what sustains me.  Joe, have you heard your own words 

tonight?  

 

Joe, you HAVE made a difference in so many ways to me, the 

members of this congregation, in our local community, and at 

the UCC association and conference level.  I hope that you will 

be able to see your influence (and maybe take some pride) 

knowing that you have equipped us to move forward without 

you.   

 

Raise your hand if Joe made a difference in your life.  

Look around Joe… thank you for everything. 

The Deacons Want to Hear From You 
The Deacons will be planning visits to anyone who might be a 

shut-in or just lonely and would like a visit from us.  If you 

know of anyone that might enjoy some fellowship, please give 

their name, phone number and address to Cheri and we will 

contact them for a convenient time. 
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Thank You from Joe and Bonnie 
Dear Friends, 

 It is hard for us to know where to begin to say ‘thank you.’   

We want to do what is obviously not possible: thank you each 

individually! 

 We are overwhelmed with the kindness of the members of 

the church when it comes to all the celebrations we have had.  

We are especially overwhelmed with the kindness of the 

members of the church on the celebratory dinner in our 

honor. 

 Of course, it is not without sadness that we shall take 

leave.  But, just as you will be charting a new course, we too 

will shortly be doing the same thing. 

 We are quite sure we shall never lose touch.  So it is with 

great affection we write this note of thanks for all the things 

everyone has done. 

   Joe and Bonnie 

Letters 
 

To Our Musicians, 

 Many thanks!  The music on Sunday was glorious.  From 

the planning, rehearsing and performance, what a joy!  It 

provided renewal and peace.  And Bob, thank you for showing 

what our organ can do with you on the bench. 

  With gratitude, 

  Jane [Prime] 

 

Dear UCC Scholarship Committee, 

 Thank you very much for selecting me as a recipient of a 

United Church of Christ Donald Tracy Scholarship.  I am not 

only extremely grateful to have received this scholarship, but 

am honored more than anything.  I will never stop serving our 

community as well as others and will continue to work hard 

and try my very best to make this world a better place.  

 Thank you again for selecting me. 

  Hannah Baker 
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Scholarship Awards 
The Memorial Gifts Committee is pleased to announce the 

following scholarship awards for the 2019-20 academic year. 
 

Memorial Gifts Scholarship 

Alex Gage 
 

Alexander and Alice Neill Scholarship 

Alex Gage 
 

Donald Tracy Scholarship 

Brenna Baker, Hannah Baker, Alex Gage, Ryan Johnson 
 

Theodore P. Dolgos Scholarship 

Michael Carson, Taylor Munson, Keegan Prime 
 

Theron and Margaret Hust Scholarship 

Keegan Prime 
 

Local Missions Scholarship 

Nathaniel Garry 

Dear UCC, 

 On behalf of the UCC NY Woman, accept our thanks for 

the donation to our Blessings Fund.  We had another 

successful Annual Conference at Watson Homestead in May.  

Donations like yours help us to present great workshops and a 

keynote speaker for our worship services.  God bless our 

church and members as we go forward.  Thanks again. 

  Janet Hammond, Treasurer 

  UCC NY Women  

 

Thank you letters were also received from the 

following for donations given through the Missions 

Committee: 

Doctors Without Borders 

Chenango SPCA 

Chenango County Habitat for Humanity 

Family Planning of South Central New York 

Church World Service 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:00 p.m. Tutoring 
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

2 
1:00 p.m. Quilters 
6:00 p.m. Sherburne 
Theater, Founders’ Rm. 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

3 
12:00 p.m. Lunch with 
Pastor David, FBC 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

4 Independence Day 
Church Office Closed 
 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

5 
Church Office Closed 
 
1:30 p.m. Muslim Community 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

6 
 
3 - 6 p.m. Opening 
Reception and Jazz at 
Dunderbreg Gallery, 
Gilbertsville. Free. 
 
 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 

7 
9:00 a.m. North Guilford 
Church Service 
10:00 a.m. Worship and 
Communion at First 
Baptist Church 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

8 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:00 p.m. Tutoring 
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

9 
1:00 p.m. Quilters 
6:00 p.m. Sherburne 
Theater, Founders’ Rm. 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

10 
12:00 p.m. Lunch with 
Pastor David, FBC 
7:00 p.m. VBS Meeting 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

11 
 
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
6:00 p.m. Piecemakers, 
Founders’ Rm. 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

12 
Church Office Closed 
 
1:30 p.m. Muslim Community 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

13 
 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

14 
9:00 a.m. North Guilford 
Church Service 
10:00 a.m. Worship at 
First Baptist Church 
1:30 p.m. Tentative 
service at Chenango 
Valley Home 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

15 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:00 p.m. Tutoring 
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:00 p.m. Deacons 
Meeting 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

16 
9:00 a.m. Head Start 
Policy Council 
1:00 Quilters 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

17 
12:00 p.m. Lunch with 
Pastor David, FBC 
7:00 p.m .Democratic 
Committee, Founders’ 
Rm. 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

18 
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi 
6:00 p.m. Alzheimer’s 
Support Group, Founders’ 
Rm. 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

19 
Church Office Closed 
 
1:30 p.m. Muslim Community 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

20 
9:00 a.m. Third Saturday 
Diaper Giveaway at First 
Baptist church 
4 - 6 p.m. Happy Hour 
Remembering Betty 
Reed, Canasawacta 
Country Club 
9:30 p.m. Muslim 
Community 

21 
9:00 a.m. North Guilford 
Church Service 
10:00 a.m .Worship at 
First Baptist Church 
9:30 a.m .Muslim 
Community 

22 23 24 
12:00 p.m. Lunch with 
Pastor David, FBC 

25 
9:00 a.m. Collate August 
Newsletter, Founders’ Rm. 
6:00 p.m. VBS Rehearsal 

26 
Church Office Closed 
 
 

27 

28 
9:00 a.m. North Guilford 
Church Service 
9:30 a.m. Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship - 
VBS Kickoff - UCC 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 

29 
5:45 p.m .VBS 

30 
5:45 p.m .VBS 

31 
12:00 p.m. Lunch with 
Pastor David, FBC 
 
5:45 p.m .VBS 

1 
5:45 p.m .VBS 

2 
Church Office Closed 
9:30 p.m. Muslim Community 

3 
9:30 p.m .Muslim 
Community 

July 2019 

VBS This Week - Sunday through Thursday.  See page 4. 

July 11 - 20 
Greater Chenango Cares. See p.  16 
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From the Transition Committee 
Linda Oehme, Chair 

Thanks to all who helped with the first step in our Stepping 

Stones Journey. 

The celebrations were fantastic and we believe that Pastor 

Joe and Bonnie experienced the joy and love that we have for 

them. And now as Mary mentioned last Sunday, we move to 

the next phase entitled, The Land of In-Between.  This is 

where we diligently and prayerfully seek to find an Interim 

Pastor to help lead us through the process of calling a Settled 

Pastor.  Interviews will have begun as of the printing of this 

article.  Already, your Transition team has been meeting 

monthly or more often in efforts to keep moving forward in our 

search for an Interim Pastor.  We are confident that we will 

have someone in place by the fall.   

Meanwhile, Rev. Dr. David Spiegel will be working with us 

throughout the summer.  David will be in the office 8-10 hours 

a week for Pastoral Care.  We set a schedule of combined 

services similar to what we usually have during the summer.  

And of course, we will continue our next step following our 

Stepping Stone path. We strive to serve the UCC Church to the 

best of our abilities in discerning God’s plan for the future. 

Again, please be patient and pray for us!   

FBC Diaper Give Away 
Volunteers are always welcome to help 

with First Baptist Church’s Fourth 

Saturday Diaper Give-away project.  The 

next dates are July 20 and August 24.  If you want to help, 

just come to First Baptist, West Park Place at 9:00 a.m. 
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A Note About Friendships 
by Rev. Joe Connolly 
 This must be clear: when a pastor’s spouse and a pastor 

depart after 23 years long standing friendships have been 

made and these are friendships most of us would want to 

maintain.  These are deep friendships, treasured friendships.  

These friendships should not be and must not be treated 

lightly. 

 But there is also a “professional boundary” to be 

considered.  What is that boundary?  Where does it start?  

Where does it stop?  After all, what is being addressed when it 

is said people are friends? What is being addressed are human 

feelings.  Do not human feelings count for something? 

 I think the boundaries which need to be kept between a 

pastor and former parishioners are fairly simple to observe.  

Yes, we can still talk, interact, have fun together.  Yes, there is 

no doubt we can maintain our friendships of many years and 

maintain our friendships which happened more recently. 

 What should not happen is I should not be involved in 

church matters.  And I should not offer to be involved with or 

offer to be involved with “professional pastoral services.” 

 And yes, even once Bonnie and I leave for Maine (as of now 

that is slated to be sometime in early August) I expect on 

occasion we will be back in the area.  And when that happens 

we still will have friends here.  So yes, we can visit people.  

Yes, we can talk, interact, have fun together. 

 But what should not happen is, even when we visit, I 

should not be involved in church matters.  I should not be 

involved with or offer to be involved with “professional 

pastoral services.” 

 So probably the best method for moving through the 

transition from being a pastor and a friend to being simply a 

friend is when any of us do meet (before we leave or after we 

leave or when we on occasion return) we can still talk, still 

interact, still have fun together. 

 But what we should not talk about is “church matters” or 

“professional pastoral services.”  And yes, I thank you all for 

your friendship over the years. 
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Director of Children & Youth 
Ministries 
Linda L. Oehme 

This year went by so quickly. We enjoyed our times together 

and can’t wait to see what is in store for us in the Fall.  We will 

resume Church School on Rally Day, September 15.  Children 

and adults who would like to be a part of the service are 

welcome to come at 8:30 a.m, for a run-through.  

We will be having a Vacation Bible School meeting in the 

Chapel on July 10th, at 7:00 p.m. to make sure that all things 

are in place and to make last minute orders.  We are still in 

need of some leaders.   

Vacation Bible School is July 28-August 1 from 5:45 p.m. to 

8:15 p.m. entitled To Mars and Beyond.  Thank you for those of 

you that have so generously helped by donating materials to 

enable us to have a great time sharing God’s love in all kinds of 

ways. Here is the updated list: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So see you at the Mars and Beyond kick-off service on July 

28th  at 10:00 am at UCC, where we will be in the Mars 

Command Center. It will be fun! 

Science 

2 Dish Soap 

1 Antacid Tablets 

2 Contact solution 

1 Vegetable oil 

 

Snack 

200 Small Paper Plates  

                (not Styrofoam) 

5 Ranch Salad dressing 

100 Sandwich bags 

36 Quart Bags 

Misc. 

2 blindfolds 

1 play/toy bowling ball 

1 pretend tablet 

1 small kaleidoscope with cap 

6 mini Christmas lights, 

various colors 
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NORTH GUILFORD CHURCH 
established in 1843 

(Corner Aldrich Road and County Rte 36,  
North Guilford, NY) 

Summer Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. 

 

DATE SPEAKER 
 

July 7   Linda Guinn 
 

July 14  Phil Otto, , Layperson    
 Caring Christians Against Loneliness 
 First Baptist Church, Norwich 
 

July 21  Andy White - Layperson     
 Guilford Methodist Church 
 

July 28  Rev. John Koopman, Chaplain  
 UHS Wilson Medical Center and VA 
 

August 4   Harold Johnson 
 

August  11, 18, 25 - To Be Announced 

Visitors Since the Last Newsletter 
Kyle DeWolf, Norwich 

Paul and Mary Johnson, NYC 

Jack and Susan Scott, Maine 

Tammy Venne and Jim Connolly, Saranac Lake NY 

Bulletins from Other Churches 
Gary and Vicki Gray - Trinity United Methodist Church, 

North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 

31,  April 7, 2019 
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GREATER CHENANGO CARES 
July 11

th
 –July 20

th  
8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

(Afternoon only on 11
th
, Morning only on 20

th
) 

Norwich City High/Middle School, 89 Midland Dr. Norwich, NY 
  

Greater Chenango Cares is a partnership with the Department of 
Defense. There are no residency, income, or insurance requirements. 
These Services Are Provided at No-Cost! 

  

Dental: By appointment ONLY - Call 607-337-4129. 

Medical: physical exams, sports and school physicals (bring your 
school form), blood pressure/disease screenings, general wellness and 
glucose screening. An array of providers will be available. 

Vision: vision screenings, glasses prescriptions, single lens glasses  

Veterinary By appointment ONLY - Call 607-334-9724 extension 3.  
  

Want to Volunteer? Call 334-8815.  
 
For more information and updates  
www.facebook.com GreaterChenangoCares  
Or contact us by email at: greaterchenangocares@gmail.com 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost- July 7, 2019 

2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; Isaiah 66:10-14 

Psalm 66:1-9 Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - July 14, 2019 

Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 82; Deuteronomy 30:9-14 

Psalm 25:1-10; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 
 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost - July 21, 2019 

Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52; Genesis 18:1-10a 

Psalm 15; Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - July 28, 2019 

Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85; Genesis 18:20-32 

Psalm 138; Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19); Luke 11:1-13 

Revised Common Lectionary 
You may be aware that the readings used at services of 

worship in most Mainline Protestant churches and in Roman 

Catholic Churches are from the list of assigned readings known 

as The New Revised Common Lectionary. This is published in 

the hope that some may use these readings in their personal 

prayer and devotional time. 

http://www.facebook.com/GreaterChenangoCares
mailto:greaterchenangocares@gmail.com
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Prayer Concerns 

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 
 families, families that may be going through particularly 

difficult times, families seeking God’s guidance; 
 those who are moving because of their work, those looking for 

work, and those looking for meaning in their work. 

 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or surgery, 

or who anticipate going to the hospital. 
 those who grieve over the death of someone they love. 
 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our pastor, 

all staff members and committees. 

 peace in the world. 

 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and all 

those who feel isolated and alone. 

 the Transition Team 

 Rev. Joe and Bonnie Connolly as they make the change to 

retirement in Maine 

  l JoAnn Sprout   
 4 Gary Gray 
 Stephen Rogoff 
 6 Tom Kennedy 
11 Lilit Danielyan 
 Melodie Posner 
13 Jeff Johnson 
 George Prime 

15 Meena Conant 
 Alan Ingraham 
16 Elissa Sawyer 
20 Thomas Brewer 
22 Jerrilyn Ingraham 
27 Melissa Emmons 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
If you know someone on this list, or even if you don’t, feel 
free to wish them a Happy Birthday. More importantly, 
strive to hold each of these people up in prayer on the 
anniversary of their birth.   Please contact the church office 
with additions or corrections. 

OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO  

Maxine, Samantha and Alex Gage for the loss of 

Maxine’s mother-in law and the children’s grandmother, 

Amy Gage on June 4, 2019. 
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