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From the Pastor
Rev. Dr. David Spiegel, Sr.

Transitions can be difficult. I know that you do not need me
to tell you this because you are in the middle of experiencing it
right now. You have said goodbye to a wonderful 23 year
pastoral stay and now you are waiting, most likely with a little
anxiety, to see what and even who is next. We are blessed in
this congregation to have a lot of good people doing a lot of
hard work to make the transition as beneficial as possible. You
will notice that I did not say as easy as possible, because in
transition easy should actually never be the goal. The goal of
any transition is growth and positive change. Mind you it is not
change that rejects the past, it is change that says, “Our past
has helped us to be well prepared for what is next.” Churches
by their very nature experience transition all of the time.
Members come and go, people are born and people die; people
move in to and out of town. Pastors move on and even
sometimes they retire. The good news is this, no matter what
we do not have to go through any transition without the
presence of God. Faith as experienced both individually and
congregationally is the best way to create beneficial transition.
Faith allows and also compels us to see the best in each other.
A shared faith gives us the tools we need to make it through
difficult times. A common connection in Christ gives us the
ability to fully understand the worth and value of all of our
sisters and brothers, even those that we have disagreements
with.
This journey of transition that we are on most likely will
bring on some changes. Maybe worship will look different,
maybe the type of relationship you have with the pastor will be
different. Maybe you will learn new songs. This can be
daunting, but it is all okay as long as everything stays centered
in a connection with and a commitment to Jesus. There is
strong lay leadership in our congregation and that is a true
blessing. There are a whole bunch of gifted and faithful people
that God has equipped to do some amazing things. I look
forward to what the future holds and it is a real honor to be a
part of this transition. I encourage you to trust God, to trust
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our congregational lay leaders and to trust and love one
another. Remember God has promised us that God is with us
always. For surely I know the plans I have for you, says
the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope. Jeremiah 29:11

FBC Diaper Give Away
Volunteers are always welcome to help
with First Baptist Church’s Fourth
Saturday Diaper Give-away project. The
next date is September 28. If you want to help, just come to
First Baptist, West Park Place at 9:00 a.m.

Understanding
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
An education program from the Alzheimer’s Association

Friday, September 20 - 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
United Church of Christ, 11 West Main St., Norwich MY
To register 315-472-4201 x 227

For more information, go to www.alz.org
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Transition Committee
By Linda Oehme, Chair

The Transition Team has diligently and prayerfully met and
interviewed Rev. John Steitz, whom we feel will be a great
Interim Pastor to serve our church. John has a great deal of
experience as an Interim Pastor having served 14 churches
with their interim process. He comes highly recommended
based on his references, past church secretaries and his
conference minister. Rev. Marsha Williams is thrilled that we
found John and that “good things are happening for you all!”
The Chair of the Deacons, the Chair of the Trustees, Chair of
Transition, Vice Moderator and Past Moderator met to discuss
the Transition Team’s unanimous recommendation to offer
John Steitz the position of Interim Pastor. We developed a fair
contract within the UCC guidelines and he has accepted the
position beginning on November 1st.
Be patient… this “Land of In-between” will be coming to an end
in less than two months.
Meanwhile, the Executive Committee with the input of
Deacons, have come up with a creative plan that hopefully will
keep us moving along the path. The Rev. Dr. David Spiegel will
continue to provide Pastoral Care and preach most Sundays.
(Please refer to temporary schedule on page 7.) Note:
November 3rd will be a special day for both the UCC and
Baptists. We will have Worship together at 10:00 a.m. at UCC.
There will be a Celebration of Thanks for Pastor David’s service
and a meet and greet for Pastor John’s arrival. Mark your
calendars. And continue to pray that our Stepping Stone
Journey be as God has planned for us.
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Rally Day
September 15th
10:00 a.m.
Intergenerational Service
New Sunday School Classes*
for Children & Adults
starting

Sunday, September 22nd
at 9:30 a.m.
*See p. 15 for details.

Deacons’

Book
Box

Take a Book - Leave a Buck
Check out the NEW DISPLAY RACK!
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From the Deacons
Dear Friends in Christ,
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will be reading the good
news from the Transition Committee that our Interim Minister
will be here to begin his service with our congregation in
November. The Board of Deacons and the Executive Council
have met to create a plan for worship, Sunday school and
fellowship for the months of September and October. We are
very grateful to Pastor David Spiegel and the members of First
Baptist Church for supporting us during this time of transition.
Moving forward, the congregations will be returning to a more
“normal” Fall schedule. Pastor Dave will continue to provide
pastoral care to our congregation and will be in the church
office weekly.
Our church will be making some adjustments to service
times in order for Pastor Dave to share the word with us after
preaching at the Baptist Church.
Normal 10:00 a.m. worship services followed by coffee hour/
fellowship will be held on September 15 (Rally Day at UCC),
October 6 (with communion at FBC), November 3 (with
communion at UCC).
Please note a change in our worship time on the
following dates: September 22, 29, October 13, 20, 27
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour Fellowship
11:00 a.m. Worship Service at UCC with Pastor Dave
On Sunday November 3, we will hold a potluck luncheon
following the 10:00 a.m. worship service to say thank you to the
members of the First Baptist Church and Pastor Dave and to
welcome and introduce our Interim Pastor. We hope everyone
will participate. There will be a sign up sheet in the church
office starting in October.
Thank you all for your faith and flexibility as we move
forward on our stepping stone journey, keeping in mind that
our “land of in-between” will be lasting several more weeks.
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And be assured that the work of this church is continuing to
run smoothly as all of the committees are up and running. A
special thank you goes to Cheri, our Parish Coordinator who
helps us stay organized.
Faithfully,
Mary Williams, Chair
Board of Deacons

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
September 15
10:00 a.m.
Worship at UCC with lay leadership
11:00 a.m.
Coffee Hour
September 22 and September 29
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:00 am
Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m.
Worship at UCC with Pastor Dave

October 6
No Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Union Worship service and Communion at FBC
with Pastor Dave
October 13 and October 20
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:00 am
Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m.
Worship at UCC with Pastor Dave

October 27 - to be determined
November 3
No Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Union Worship service and Communion at UCC
with Pastor Dave followed by a celebratory
potluck luncheon (to say thank you to the
members of FBC and welcome to John Steitz,
our new interim minister)
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Meet Your Neighbor: Beth Garry
By Elizabeth Barber-Breese

There is no question that Beth Garry has lived a public life;
locally, her career has been chronicled in Chenango County’s
The Evening Sun. She is an active member of the community
and of the UCC Church. However, the influences that propelled
her may be less well known. What are her influences? What is
at the core of her success?
She found her inspiration on a dairy farm in the hills outside
of Albany, NY where she spent her childhood. Without
hesitation, Beth names her mother, Margery Smith as the most
influential woman in her life. Before moving to the farm with
her husband, Margery was a physician, long before it was the
norm for women to hold such a position. During Beth’s
childhood, her mother was a country doctor, serving local
families. Dr. Smith was devoted to her patients and to her
family; she set the tone for Beth’s own ambitions.
Beth pursued a psychology degree at Alfred University, a
prestigious private college in beautiful Allegany County.
Initially, she used this degree to help conduct market research,
but she always knew that she wanted a position where she
could do some good. She held several jobs, including one as a
retail manager, before deciding to go to law school in Albany.
Once out of law school, Beth eventually became the direct
assistant for Judge Ingraham whom she counts as another
profound influence. What was supposed to be a two-year
position as his assistant turned into four years. She recalls that
she lived on Birdsall Street in Norwich at the time and would
often walk to work. When she saw the gold dome of the court
house, she often marveled, “I get to work for justice.” Working
for Judge Ingraham--a man she describes as living the way a
judge should--gave her the opportunity to see “virtues made real
in this life.” Her professional life with the Honorable Judge
Ingraham was a window to the type of judge that Beth herself
would ultimately strive to become.
While working with Judge Ingraham, Beth dreamed of
becoming a trial lawyer, but she had a fear of public speaking.
She would need to speak to jurors and have a strong presence in
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a courtroom. To conquer her fears, she made sure to put herself
in situations where she had to speak publicly. In fact, her
advice for anyone is to go right at something you are insecure
about. Because of this attitude, she achieved her goal and
worked as a lawyer for several years, serving many clients.
She went on to serve several appointments as a judge,
presiding over multiple counties. She was elected as a town
justice in New Berlin and then as a Supreme Court Justice for
the Sixth Judicial District, which encompasses the counties of
Broome, Chemung, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Madison,
Otsego, Schuyler, Tioga and Tompkins. Given that she has
seen the justice system from a variety of positions, I wondered
how she felt about the media’s portrayal of her vocation. She
said that the public often pays more attention to bad things,
but most people are working without corruption. In fact, she
feels like a cog in a well-designed machine that runs in accord
with virtue and values. The ideal model of judging is to be
objective, to pay attention to and to not silence people. Judging
is about maintaining this objectivity in the midst of chaos,
recognizing the opportunities for growth within the chaos. As a
government servant, she asks, “How do we treat others with
love, respect, and dignity?” Law is inclusive of all.
In 2018, Governor Cuomo appointed Justice Garry to the
role of Presiding Justice for the Third Department Appellate
Court in Albany which serves a 28 county region. She says that
the Appellate Court has its own challenges. In this position,
she is managing a court system of 160 people. She is one of five
people to set policy for the NY State Court System. It is a
tremendous obligation. She states that she never imagined
reaching this position. She may never have imagined where
she is now, but she clearly has not forgotten who guided her
along the way. Now she is able to be a role model for young
lawyers in Albany, passing on the lessons that she has learned.
She considers the mentoring role of a judge as very significant.
When speaking with Beth, it is clear that she is mindful of
the way she walks in the world, the way she relates to people.
She may have ascended to the seat of state government, but
the gold dome of the Norwich Court House remains in her view.
Despite her blindfold, one can imagine that Lady Justice sees
Judge Garry and is smiling down upon her.
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September 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
10:00 a.m. Worship/
Communion at First Baptist
Church

2
Labor Day
Church Office Closed

3
1:00 p.m. Quilters,
Kitchen
3:30 p.m. Conant
Lessons

4
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons,
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

5
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi
11:30 a.m. Conant Lessons
3:00 p.m. Sexual
Harassment Training
Webinar

6
Colorscape Food
Prep, Kitchen

7
Colorscape Food
Prep, Kitchen

8
Colorscape Food Prep,
Kitchen
10:00 a.m. Worship at
Chenango Valley Home

9
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi
4:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi
7:00 p.m. Executive Council,
7:30 p.m. Music Club Meeting

10
9:00 a.m. AARP Driver
Training, Founders’ Rm.
1:00 p.m. Quilters,
Kitchen

11
9:00 a.m. AARP Driver
Training, Founders’ Rm.
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons,
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

12
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi
6:00 p.m. Piecemakers
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14
8:30 a.m.
Chenango Change,
Founders’ Rm.

15
Rally Day
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour

16
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry,
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi
4:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi

17
1:00 p.m. Quilters,
Kitchen

18
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons,
11:00 a.m. Conant Lessons
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

19
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi,
6::00 p.m. Alzheimer’s
Support Group

20
21
5:00 p.m. Alzheimer’s
Education Program.
See p. 3.

22
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m. Worship, Nave

23
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi,
4:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi

24
9:30 a.m. Senior Flu
Shot Event, YMCA. See
p. 15.
1:00 p.m. Quilters,
Kitchen
3:30 p.m. Conant
Lessons

25
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons,
11:00 a.m. Conant Lessons
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

26
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi
11:30 a.m. Conant Lessons
6:00 p.m. Hospice Dinner.
See p. 17.

27
9:00 a.m. Collate and
mail October
newsletter

28
9:00 a.m. Home
Bureau, Founders’
Rm.
9:00 a.m. FBC
Diaper Give-away

30
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry,
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi
4:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
5:30 p.m. Tai Chi
6:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting, Chapel
7:00 p.m. Trustees, Founders’ Rm.

1
1:00 p.m. Quilters,
Kitchen
4:00 p.m. Conant
Lessons

2
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons,
11:00 a.m. Conant Lessons
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

3
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi

4

5

29
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m. Worship, Nave

*The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily at 9:30 p.m. and Fridays at 1:30 p.m. .
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Letters
Dear UCC Church Family,
I would like to thank you for the generous scholarship you
gave me. The money will be used towards my college expenses.
I appreciate the support you all have given to me.
Thanks again,
Ryan Johnson

Dear UCC Church,
Thank you so much for your contribution to the Norwich
Girls SMR in attending Nationals! We really appreciate it!
Norwich Girls SMR
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your recent gift to the Fund for Andover
Newton. We have just completed our first year with the new
academic program and celebrated our first graduate to earn a
diploma. Reaching these milestones would not have been
possible without your help, your gifts and your prayers. It is
only because of the generosity and faithfulness of you, and
others like you, that the Andover Newton Seminary
community has been able to thrive.
Thank you for this wonderful gift! And for your ministry
to the world! We are grateful.
Ned Allyn Parker, Alumni/ae and Development Officer
Andover Newton Seminary at Yale Divinity School

Dear UCC Church Family,
I would like to thank the Missions Committee and the
congregation for their generous contribution to my UCC
Church-West. Your support of immigrant families is critical at
this time in America. Thank you for your compassion
Bonnie Carpenter
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Dear Friends at United Church of Christ,
On behalf of the clients and volunteers at Our Daily Bread,
we would like to thank you for the generous donation that
resulted in being able to order 200 cloth bags with Our Daily
Bread Food Closet printed on them. Our clients are pleased to
have the bags. It is much easier for those who walk to the
pantry to carry their food home in the bags as opposed to boxes.
Thank you again for this generous donation.
Gratefully yours,
Barbara and Gary Tompkins, Co-Coordinators
Our Daily Bread
To My UCC Church Family,
Thank you so much for selecting me for the Local Missions
Scholarship. The church scholarships help a lot in allowing me
to thoroughly enjoy and get the most out of my college
experience. I am heading into junior year at Cornell University
and I couldn’t be more excited. I have a lot of interesting
biology classes lined up this semester, along with some other
subjects that I would like to learn about. I’m heading back to
campus early to receive training for my new managerial job at
the gym which I was recently promoted to. And I’m looking
forward to see all the wonderful friends I’ve made. In the
spring, I’m studying abroad at Oxford, England. Your help
makes all this possible.
Thanks again,
Nathaniel Garry
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VBS Update
From: Mission Commander Linda and
Program Commander Jen
To:

Voyagers, Star Guides, and Station Leaders… and all
those who helped and prayed for a successful VBS
mission.

Hello fellow Earthlings! We, on the Mars Outpost, successfully
helped the Starship Galaxion return home to Earth. Each
night we explored ways to refuel the Starship.
Our vector verse was Ephesians 3:20 “Glory to God, who is
able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his
power at work within us.”
Each day, we had a Power Launcher:
Go Beyond with faith
Go Beyond with Boldness
Go Beyond with Kindness
Go Beyond with Thankfulness
Go Beyond with Hope
By working through the activities we were able to gain
strength from having faith, being bold, showing kindness,
remembering to be thankful, and then having hope.
We loved the music especially on the last night when the
groups sang and performed some of their favorite songs. We
had a record number of Voyagers this year… a consistent 29
total. And we loved to see moms, dads, grandparents, friends
and family at our final program.
We had SOOOOOO much fun with Crafts, the Bible Stories,
Science, Recreation, Mission and Snacks. And how about that
Puppet EP3-20, Donna.
This is Mission Commander Linda and Program Commander
Jen signing off until next year.
Thankfully and Gratefully with Hope,
Linda and Jen
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From the Director of Children and
Youth Ministries
By Linda L. Oehme

Rally Day will be celebrated on September 15th at 10:00 a.m.
with an Intergenerational Recovenanting worship service.
Regular Sunday School classes for adults and children will
begin on September 22nd at 9:30 a.m. The children meet
upstairs and we will be using the Whole People of God
curriculum again. Inter-generational services will be a part of
our year. The Adult Christian Education Class meets in the
Chapel. The group will be reading the book Practicing the Way
of Jesus by Mark Scandrette. Books will be provided. Elizabeth
Barber-Breese will be the facilitator.
Come and check us out!

20th Anniversary
Seasonal Flu shots for Adults 60 and older

September 24, 2019
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Norwich YMCA gym
Vaccines covered by Medicare Part B or the cost is $17.00.

Snacks, Raffles, Giveaways, Health Information
Bring your old a prescription medications for disposal.
(No liquids and no OTC.)
Sponsored by Dept. of Public Health and Area Agency on Aging.

For more information call 337-1660.
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Choir rehearsals have
resumed - Wednesdays
at 7:00 p.m.

NIN OFFERING - OCTOBER 6
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the
United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice
and compassion
throughout the
United States. Onethird of NIN funds
support the Council
for American Indian
Ministry (CAIM). Two
-thirds of this offering
is used by the UCC's
Justice and Witness
Ministries (JWM) to
support a variety of
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects
through grants.

Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and
organizations doing justice work in their communities. These
grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic
injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to
projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and
communities.
We will collect the NIN offering on October 6, 2019 as part of
World Communion Sunday.
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UCC Table at Hospice
Annual Dinner
The Deacons have reserved a table at the
Hospice & Palliative Care of Chenango
County Annual Dinner on September 26 at
6:00 p.m. at Canasawacta Country Club. If you would like to
attend the dinner as part of our church group, please sign up in
the church office (607-334-3434 or office@uccnorwichny.org.)
Tickets for the table are $44 each, payable to UCC.

Volunteer Drivers Needed

for Chenango County Area Agency on Aging
Home Delivered Meal Program
Meals are delivered Monday - Friday
from the Senior Center located at the Norwich YMCA.

You can deliver once a day, once a week or once a month.
For more information contact
Jackie Lisk, Nutrition Services Coordinator at
Area Agency on Aging.
607-337-1770
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Prayer Concerns
Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns:
 families, families that may be going through particularly
difficult times, families seeking God’s guidance;
 those who are moving because of their work, those looking for
work, and those looking for meaning in their work.
 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or surgery,
or who anticipate going to the hospital.
 those who grieve over the death of someone they love.
 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our pastor,
all staff members and committees.
 peace in the world.
 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and all
those who feel isolated and alone.
 the Transition Team
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Visitors to our Church in August

Ludoyic and Maricica Angyal
Beth Cazer
Marjorie Close, Norwich
Doug and Linda DeLong, Norwich
Evan Devine, Clifton Park, NJ
Heather Greenwood, Chris, Dylan and Rylan Dwyer, CT
Joyce Handy, Norwich
Gib and Barbara Harrington, Norwich
Audrey and Harold Johnson, Oxford
Carolyn Larsson, Norwich
Nora, Cal, Alison, Addie Locke, Norwich
Myron and Pat Phillips, Norwich
David, Nicole, Colton, Delilah, Micah Spiegel, Norwich
Martha Spiegel, Norwich
Carol Wells, Norwich
Bob and Karen Wightman, Norwich

September Birthdays
Please call the church office with additions or corrections.

4 Kayla Farrell
5 Chad Conant
7 Burt Bridge
Maxine Gage
8 Joan Griffith
Janet Johnson
Bob Oehme
9 Jay Conant

10 Wadeanthony Burke
John Kolb
David Spiegel
11 Samantha Gage
14 Sam Miller
21 Pearl Gilmour
22 Pat Burke
23 Arlene Wade
24 Henry Carpenter
25 Gary Sprout
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Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Dr. David J. Spiegel, Sr.
Moderator: Jamie Maholchic
Director of Children/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme
Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams
Financial Secretary: Donna Wood-Craig
Parish Coordinator: Cheri Willard
Counselor, Family Counseling Ministry: Joanne Ferguson
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