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From the Pastor 
Pastor John - January 2020 
 

Meet with Transition Committee 

 Begin Diversity Audit of NY Conference. 

 Map out “Vision 2020" - a plan and guide to discover the 
gifts and vision of UCC Norwich to move forward. 

 Map out a transition process for 2020. 

 

Meet with Deacons 

 begin reading Soul Force: Seven Pivots toward Courage, 
Community, and Change. 

 Report on domestic violence work happening in the 
community with other clergy. 

 

Meet with Executive Council 

 Work with transition and deacons and other leaders to hold 
house meetings with Pastor John with the congregation. 

 

Worship 

 January 5 - Epiphany Sunday 

 January 12 - Baptism of the Lord 

 January 19 - Martin Luther King Sunday 

 One Sunday this month we are going to look at the issue of 
anti-Semitism, as many other UCC churches are doing. 
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FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY- January 5 
Bring in boxes and cans of food. 
 

TAKING DOWN THE DECORATIONS  
Saturday, January 11, 10 a.m.  
Everyone is welcome. 
 

PAPER PRODUCTS SUNDAY - January 19 
Bring in paper products and personal care items for the Food 
Pantry OR diapers and wipes for the First Baptist Church 
Diaper Give-away. 
 

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR  
 Do you know of someone in our community who is 
housebound or hospitalized and would enjoy a visit from a 
member of our congregation?  If you know of anyone or are 
interested in visiting please contact Elizabeth Bronson 
through the Deacon Board. 
 

BOOK BOX   
There are many great books to choose from on the book rack 
in the Founders’ Room.  Take a book and leave a buck.  
Every dollar goes to help our neighbors in need.  Please note: 
The Book Box is currently at capacity and we are not 
accepting book donations at this time.   
 

DEACONS FUND 
How can we help our neighbors in need?  Consider making a 
recurring or one-time donation to the Deacons Fund using the 
envelopes in the pews.  Every dollar goes toward helping our 
neighbors! 
 

SIGN UP SHEETS 
Rose Laughlin is now in charge of getting volunteers for 
Coffee Hour, Liturgists, Flowers, Communion and Ushers.  
Please check the bulletin board and sign up.  Rose is available 
for questions - 244-1023. 

News from the Deacons 
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Transition Committee  
By Linda Oehme 
 

We will meet with Pastor John in January to determine our 
next plan of action as we develop a plan to move forward in 
our search for a settled pastor. You may be asked for your 
input as we begin the third step of our Stepping Stones plan. 
Again, we ask for prayers as we continue to develop our 
church profile and to see what the future has for us. Be 
patient…this all takes time...and lots of prayers. We will keep 
you informed as to our progress. This is very new to all of us. 

Mental Health First Aid Training 
Sometimes first aid isn’t a bandage,  

or CPR, or the Heimlich, 
 or calling 911. 

Sometimes, first aid is YOU! 
Take the course, save a life,  
strengthen our community. 

 

Adult Mental Health First Aid Training 
Wednesday January 8, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
SUNY Morrisville Norwich Campus. 
 
Youth Mental Health First Aid Training 
Wednesday January 29, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
SUNY Morrisville Norwich Campus. 
 

Register by calling or emailing: 
Chris Paul at 607-337-4331 or chris@chenangohealth.org 

or 
Jamie Hagenbuch at 607-337-4283 or 

jamie.hagenbuch@nyuhs.org.   
 

This Training is free to the public.   
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Reflections from  
the Turkey Lady 2019 
Linda Oehme 

 
My heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped make our 

annual Thanksgiving Basket Project a huge success.  The 
weather was great and our spirits were high. After church on 
Sunday, we had Box Movers take the boxes from the Chapel 
into the Founders’ Room to their home on the tables. We got 
this done in record time!  

On Monday workers arrived ready to bag potatoes, 
onions and apples. Carrots and stuffing, too! We worked 
together… TOGETHER … working hard but having fun, 
too.  And the fellowship was awesome!!!  Pizza topped 
everything off. God is good! And that was Monday, another 
record day.  

Tuesday morning found the weather unbelievably warm.  
Pickup turkeys, margarine, and bread— 200 each! Unloading 
and bagging; last minutes touches. Again, done in record 
time. We were ready!!!! The line started forming in the 
hallway… open doors early… two hours later, we finally get 
a short break! Do we like the chaos or the waiting?  We 
confirmed that busy is better even when exhaustion comes!  
At the end of the day, there were 24 left (Guess who guessed 
correctly!) We left it in God’s control!  And that was 
Tuesday, record time! 

Wednesday morning found weather again very warm and 
people waiting in the hall again. By 12:30 p.m. all the 
turkeys had left the building. Another successful mission in 
record time!  And God is so good!  

Last year, we started writing down comments that people 
said so that all of us could share the blessings. Looking back 
over those three days, I’d like to share some comments and 
four stories about very appreciative people who really make 
this project so rewarding. Firstly, for the most part, families 
are very grateful for the baskets that we provide to them. 
Comments like “Thank you very much,” “God bless you 
folks,” “This is so appreciated,” “I appreciate all the hard 
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work you do,” “‘Happy Thanksgiving’ from a child,” “We 
really need this… Thank you so much!’  

And now for the stories.  On Tuesday afternoon, a 
grandmother who recently gained custody of her 3 
grandchildren, came in to pick up her basket.  Her daughter 
was incarcerated and she got the kids. She was a proud 
woman who was embarrassed that the social worker had 
signed her up for the baskets. We stepped out of the hall and 
she proceeded to tell me the longer story and began to cry. I 
assured her that things would get better and to believe and let 
people help her and the children. With that her attitude 
changed and she shared that the 3 year old had a birthday 
that day. So we gave her three turkey headbands so the kids 
could celebrate, too. As she left the building, she said, 
“Thank you so much.  This is so appreciated and will go a 
long way.” 

Eric helped a social worker with several boxes for clients. 
Upon returning Eric said that the families really appreciated 
the boxes and sent HUGS to us! Awesome when you get that 
warm fuzzy feeling when you help others. 

Mary helped a family whose grandmother cared for 
Brooke and Richie when they were toddlers at the Children’s 
Center. The woman and Mary had a nice time catching up. 
As Mary helped her load the box into the car, Mary realized 
that the box she had been assigned was the box that she and 
her colleagues had put together. God works in mysterious 
ways.  

  Last one — a mother and daughter came in toward the 
end of the day Tuesday and said there was no need for them 
to get a basket. Please give it someone who really needs it! I 
thanked them and walked into the office. There was a couple 
looking to give baskets to people who didn’t know about the 
program. There was a new place just starting up and none of 
the people moving there knew about the baskets. Would 
there be a way that they could take a basket or two to those 
people? Since I just was given one,  I said sure. We had 
called all the people on the list and there they were. I got 
their number and said if I had any left I would call them.  
Wednesday morning came and I still had a few unaccounted 
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2019 Thanksgiving Baskets 
 
UCC with Baptist & Jewish Center  201  
Norwich Schools     45  
 Baskets Distributed from UCC  246 
St. Bart’s distributed Baskets  100 
Emmanuel Episcopal $50.00 Gift Cards 100 
 Total Families served:    446 
 
Alvogen donated 216 items of Stuffing, canned goods, etc.  
 
Expenses: 2018 2019    (+ or -) 
Turkeys $1,863.34 $2,075.68  +$212.34 
Produce 1,063.75 1,050.00  -13.75 
Bread  200.00             200.00 0.00 
Margarine 154.00 168.00 +14.00  
Total $3,281.09 $3,493.68 +212.59 
 
Comparisons: 
2019 Cost per basket = $17.47  +$1.06 more per basket  
2018 Cost per basket = $16.41   -$0.14 less per basket  
2017 Cost per basket = $16.55   -$2.98 less per basket 
2016 Cost per basket = $19.53  +$2.22 more per basket 
2015 Cost per basket = $17.31   -$1.78 less per basket 
2014 Cost per basket = $19.09   -$0.20 less per basket 
2013 Cost per basket = $19.29   -$3.43 less per basket 
2012 Cost per basket = $22.72   

for and guess who showed up… the couple. They said we 
have three families that could really use help. It was almost 
time to quit and so guess how many baskets I had left… 3. 
The Turkeys had left the building and I was gratefully to be 
able to help them. 

As long as we stay focused on people, we will be able to 
continue with this very rewarding project. God works in 
mysterious ways! And sometime God doesn’t let us rest until 
the work is done… through us!  

Thanks again for all your help. And thanks to God for all 
OUR blessings. See you next year, same time and same place, 
same Mission!  
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January 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 
New Year’s Day 
Church Office Closed 

2 
10:30 a.m. Oehme Lessons, 
Nave 
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi, 
Founders’ Rm. 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring 
6:00 p.m. Norwich 

3 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax 
Training, Founders’ Rm. 
8:30 a.m. Norwich 
Ministerium 
9:00 a.m. Newsletter Mailing, 
Chapel 

4 

5 
8:30 a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship/
Communion 
Food Donation Sunday 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 

6 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 
6:00 p.m. Executive Council, 
Chapel 
 

7 
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen 
4:00 p.m. Conant Lessons 

8 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax 
Training 
9:30 a.m. Catholic 
Charities, Chapel 
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

9 
10:30 a.m. Oehme Lessons, 
Nave 
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring 
12:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 
7:00 p.m. Transition Team 

10 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax Training 
6:00 p.m. The Place 
(tentative), Youth Room 

11 
10:00 a.m. 
Undecorate the 
Church.  All 
welcome. 

12 
8:30 a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
1:30 p.m. Pastor John at 
Chenango Valley Home 

13 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 
6:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

14 
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers 
Meeting, Founders’ Rm. 
4:00 p.m. Conant Lessons 
 

15 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax 
Training 
9:30 a.m. Catholic 
Charities, Chapel 
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Democratic 
Committee, Founders’ Rm. 

16 
10:30 a.m. Oehme Lessons, 
Nave 
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring 
12:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 
6:00 p.m. Alzheimer’s 
Support Group, Founders’ 
Rm. 

17 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax Training 
6:00 p.m. The Place 
(tentative), Youth Room 

18 

19 
8:30 a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Paper Products Sunday 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 

20 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Church Office Closed 
 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 

21 
9:00 a.m. Head Start, 
Founders’ Rm. 
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen 
4:00 p.m. Conant Lessons 

22 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax 
Training 
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 
6:00 p.m. Music 
Committee  
6:30 p.m. Chenango 
Change, Founders’ Rm. 
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

23 
10:30 a.m. Oehme Lessons, 
Nave 
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring 
12:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

24 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax Training 
6:00 p.m. The Place 
(tentative), Youth Room 

25 

26 
8:30 a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Nursery 
10:00 a.m. Worship/
Annual Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 

27 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 

28 
1:00 p.m. Quilters, Kitchen 
4:00 p.m. Conant Lessons 

29 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax 
Training 
3:00 p.m. Devine Lessons 
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

30 
10:30 a.m. Oehme Lessons, 
Nave 
10:30 a.m. Tai Chi 
12:00 p.m. Tutoring 
12:30 p.m. Conant Lessons 

31 
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax Training 
6:00 p.m. The Place 
(tentative), Youth Room 

 

*The Chenango Muslim Community meets daily at 9:30 p.m. and on Fridays at 1:30 p.m.   
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The Blessings of Sharing 
By Pat Burke 
 

Our Interim Pastor John suggested we in the Bible Study 
group read Practicing the Way of Jesus by Mark Scandrette to 
help us to embrace new ways of reaching out to those who we 
think may benefit from what we have to offer.  I did read the 
book.  One suggestion I embraced was sharing of myself with 
others through things I love and find easy to do. I liked the 
idea of sharing with others – not just giving or doing for 
them. In my youth, sharing was what was done at Christmas, 
when we made gifts to share. In the USA, Thanksgiving is 
one of the festivities that I have embraced.  My early life in 
Jamaica and England did not have that celebration.  The light 
bulb snapped on!  I would use Thanksgiving as a trial. 

My children, Grace and Wadeanthony came on board.  
The invitation list soon exceeded the space I had, so I applied 
to Cheri for the church hall and it was granted.  “What are 
you doing for Thanksgiving?” became my byword.  However, 
most everyone I spoke to already had commitments written in 
stone.  Those who immediately gave a positive response were 
nearly all folks who were not born in the USA, but it was now 
their home.  They came from all walks of life and welcomed 
the idea of being with others who understood the real 
meaning of Thanksgiving.  The group also loved the idea of 
bringing a “dish to pass” that signified their country or 
culture. 

The next step was inviting others to be in a core group to 
share the tasks.  Seven people joined me in the planning and 
sharing thoughts.  We rarely met together; it was my task to 
delegate and keep everyone informed. 

The day before Thanksgiving we worked in shifts and 
decorated the hall.  Linda Oehme just happened to be there at 
that time and told me how to place the tables.  When the day 
arrived, Grace, Russell and I were in the hall by 11:30 a.m. 
doing the last minute prep.  Others of the core group were on 
hand by 12:00.  The deliveries of cooked dishes started about 
12 noon.  Miby carved the turkey.  Ed and Miby set up the 
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karaoke.  Russell was on the road to Coventry to help with 
transportation.  Sharon and Rohema were by the long line of 
tables, making sure that each dish that Grace labeled was 
given some highlight. 

There were 47 of us.  Friends and family meeting and 
greeting until 2 p.m. when the Native Americans, Owl and 
Wolf, brought the crowd to order with the sound of their 
drums.  Owl said words of Thanksgiving.  Then the eating 
started.  It was a perfect flow that circled three long tables.  
There was another table of just vegetarian dishes; and yes, 
another table of mostly homemade desserts.  

The drumming started again and many who wanted were 
allowed to drum.  The room was filled with energy!!  The 
celebration continued with karaoke, which another person 
and I got started.  However, I could not put out of my mind 
that the dishes had to be done, etc., etc.  As I entered the 
kitchen I noticed that every plate, knife, fork and spoon was 
washed and dried and some put away.  I felt I had 
experienced a miracle from beginning to end.  I still don’t 
know who washed the dishes.  As I went back into the hall I 
saw all of the tables being stripped and the tablecloths folded 
and packed in bundles.  With karaoke and YouTube in the 
background we all sang in unison “Let There be Peace on 
Earth.”   

I was the last to leave the building.  I felt like I was 
floating in a bubble with my heart drumming to the beat of 
thank you.  Thank you God. 
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Director of Children and Youth 
Ministries  
Linda L. Oehme 
 

On December 22, we had our Advent Inter-generational 
Worship during the regular worship. This year was a lot of 
fun with a special guest appearance, namely Mary’s donkey 
Bartholomule. Thanks all of you who were so eager to be the 
understudies and jumped in at the last minute. It was a great 
service and really took a different approach to the Christmas 
Story.  

On January 12, the children will begin Unit 4 titled, 
“Holy Ground”. The Feast of Epiphany falls on January 6 
each year. It celebrates the visit of the Magi to the home of 
Jesus. ‘Magi’ refers to wise ones of ancient Persia. Tradition 
holds there to be three Magi because there were three gifts. 
Epiphany means “manifestation” or “to show forth.” 
Epiphany in common use means “an aha moment— a 
discovery.” The significance of the visit of the Magi is that 
God’s purpose and glory is being made manifest to Gentiles 
as well as the Jews. Christ came to show God’s love for all 
the world. 

The theme “Holy Ground” grew out of our reflection on 
the meaning of the word Epiphany and the strong creation-
centered images of God’s presence and God’s realm, which 
began in the Isaiah readings of Advent and Christmas.  

The theme “Holy Ground” takes the emphasis away from 
a sense of urgency to go somewhere else to do God’s work, 
and places it more upon recognizing, welcoming and 
cultivating God’s holy presence right where we are. In the 
Book of Matthew, Jesus is depicted as a God-rooted 
person— filled and transfigured by the Spirit of God. Jesus 
calls us to be “holy ground” like him. 

We invite you to join us on Sunday morning for Sunday 
School at 8:30 a.m.  
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OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY to Burt Bridge for 

the death of his wife, Pat Bridge on 12/13/19. 

Prayer Concerns 

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 
 families, families that may be going through particularly 

difficult times, families seeking God’s guidance; 
 those who are moving because of their work, those looking 

for work, and those looking for meaning in their work. 
 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or 

surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital. 
 those who grieve over the death of someone they love. 
 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our pastor, 

all staff members and committees. 
 peace in the world. 
 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and all 

those who feel isolated and alone. 
 the Transition Team 
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2 Fiora Breese 

4 Barbara Kraft   

6 Antoinette Piacquadio  

7 Elizabeth Barber-Breese 

9 Karen Mallozzi 

20 Briana Phelps 

22 Steve Emmons 

24 Corey Johnson 

26 Michael Carson 

 Martha O’Keefe 

31 Virginia Chaplin 

Visitors in December 
Barb Harrington, Norwich 
Bruce Giuda, Gilbertsville 
Melanie McUmber 
Richard Newell 
Margaret Newell 
Jason Handy 
Aidan Sullivan 
Evelyn Boyles, Wysox, PA 
Shannon Richards 
Sandra Patterson 
Karla, Samuel, Zhary Westcott, South Plymouth, NY 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Please call the church office with additions or corrections. 
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