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March 16, 2020

Dear Friends,

Our nation faces a crisis due to the coronavirus.  During this crisis we at UCC, First
Congregational, Norwich will continue to be the CHURCH even as we need to adapt,
sometimes daily, to the ever changing situation.  We have taken several steps and expect
to take more to bring us together as a community in Jesus Christ.

We need, especially in this time of crisis, to live into Jesus’ Love Commandment “Love
one another, as I have loved you.”  Let us hold each other in love.

Church Building Closure
We are practicing social distancing in many ways now in our lives.  We have closed the
church building to the public until (at least) March 29.  This will prevent our building
from being a place where the coronavirus is spread.

Worship Services
We have suspended in-person worship through Sunday, March 29.  We hope to have a
Facebook Live connection by March 22.  This will allow us to worship together online.

More specific information on Facebook Live will be sent out later this week.

Care Partners
We have developed a Care Partners program.  Church leaders on the Board of Deacons
and the Transition Committee have agreed to serve as Care Partners.  Each has been
given about three families to contact by phone each week.  This way we can stay in
contact with everyone and check to see that everyone is well.

Committee Meetings
We are exploring options to hold virtual meetings.  Once we set this up we will be able
to hold our meetings without risking spread of the coronavirus.    Skype and Zoom, and
others allow for video conferencing, so that meeting participants can see one another on
their phones or computers.

Spiritual Connection
We are being called in this moment to practice social distancing.  Social distancing is
NOT spiritual distancing.

In point of fact we are called during this crisis to strengthen our spiritual connections to
one another.  

Please hold in prayer:

• Everyone throughout the world who is facing this crisis.  Especially those who fall
sick and those who lose loved ones.    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

• Our political leaders who are facing difficult decisions, made in the context of rapidly
changing dynamics and without a template on how to address such a crisis.  Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.



• Health professionals, first responders, and others who protect us when we
become ill.  We ask especially that they be protected and guided by your
Presence as they provide healing, on the front lines of this crisis.  Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

• For the people of this community, and of UCC, Norwich.  Guide us safely
through this crisis, we pray.  Lord in Your Mercy, hear our prayer.

• For all efforts to slow the spread of coronavirus.  For patience and caring while
we are in the midst of this evolving pandemic.  For a swift recovery once this is
past.  Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We encourage you to reach out by phone to your families, your friends, your
neighbors.  Be Care Partners for one another.  Call and check in with each other. 
Be aware of needs.  Make sure people are well and can get help if they become ill.

You are being held in prayer too.

Blessings,

Pastor John


