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A TIME OF GATHERING AS WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
PRELUDE   My Jesus I Love Thee  R. J. Powell 
 Bob Oehme, organ 
  
WELCOME (Pastor John) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (Linda Oehme) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Jay Conant) 
Holy God, like a rushing wind your Spirit moved upon the first disciples on the day of Pentecost, and 
like a purifying fire your Spirit seared their hearts and minds with the message of salvation. Send your 
Spirit upon your church in this time and place, stir up our courage, and rouse us for prophetic witness, 
that we may join with them to proclaim to the world your mighty deeds of power in Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Jay and Neil Conant) 
ONE:  Come to Jesus, you who are thirsty. 
ALL:  Alleluia! 
ONE:  Drink deeply of the Holy Spirit.  
ALL:  Alleluia! 
ONE: Let your heart overflow with the living water that renews the face of the earth. 
ALL: Alleluia! Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN   This is the Day  Tune: THIS IS THE DAY 
 Mary Williams, Pete Williams, Meena Conant,  
 Ericka Tyler, Brad Morrison, Jason Handy 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  (Linda Oehme) 
    The Lord’s Prayer 
 
SCRIPTURE  Matthew 3:13-17  (Katie Izzo) 
 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved,[a] with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
 

ORDER FOR RECEPTION OF MEMBERS: AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
We welcome Jason Handy and Miranda Hunter 

(Pastor John, Jamie Maholchic, Mary Williams, Pete Williams, John Kolb, Bob Oehme) 
 
INVITATION 
 
SENTENCES 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A13-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23210a


 
QUESTIONS OF THE CANDIDATES 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
ONE: Do you believe in God: 
ALL: I believe in God. 
ONE: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
ALL:  I believe in Jesus Christ. 
ONE:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
ALL: I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
 
ADDRESS 
 
QUESTION ABOUT PARTICIPATION 
 
WELCOME AND RECEPTION 
ALL: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church.  We promise you our friendship 
and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ.  By the power of the 
Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our 
risen Savior. 
 
GREETING OF CHRISTIAN LOVE 
 
PRAYER 
ONE: Let us pray. O God, we praise you for calling us to faith and for gathering us into the church, 
the body of Christ.  We thank you for your people gathered in this local church and rejoice that you 
have increased our community of faith.  Together may we live in the Spirit, building one another up in 
love, sharing in the life and worship of the church, and serving the world for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
ONE: PASTOR JOHN:  Go in the peace of Christ. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
ANTHEM    Spirit of Comfort, Spirit of Hope  Words by Douglas Nolan 
UCC Choir, recorded 5/20/18) Music by David Angerman and Douglas Nolan 
    
 
Lord, You are God, in the tempest and the gale. 
Lord, You alone are God and Your mercies never fail. 
For Your love is everlasting And Your peace can calm our fears, 
Lord, Your grace is like an ark sailing through a sea of tears. 
 
Spirit Holy, come and fill this house with grace. 
Spirit, Worthy, we are one in Your embrace. 
Spirit, come inhabit all our praise. 
As we worship and we pray, help us Lord, to find our way. 
Spirit, come renew our hearts to day. 
 
 
Spirit, Holy, You are faithful, You are true. 



Jesus, Worthy, all our joy begins with You. 
Spirit, come empower all we do. 
Make this church a welcome place  
filled with mercy, love and grace. 
Spirit, come refresh our faith today. 
 
Come, Spirit, shower us with promise and with love. 
Restore our lives, refresh our faith. 
Stretch out Your rainbow of assurance before us. 
Descend with power. Descend with power. 
Descend with power on this place. 
 
Spirit, Holy, come and fill this house with grace. 
Spirit, Worthy, we are one in Your embrace. 
Spirit, come inhabit all our praise. 
Breathe in us a mighty wind; 
help this church to live again. 
 
Spirit, come restore our hope today.  
Spirit come restore our hope. 
Spirit, come refresh our faith. 
Spirit come renew our hearts today. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE - Acts 2:1-21  (Katie Izzo) 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds 
of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
        and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 



    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
INTERLUDE   Let it Breathe on Me 
 Mary Williams 
 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN God of Change and Glory Tune: KATHERINE 
 Meena Conant, Jason Handy, Mary Williams 
 
 
BLESSING  (Pastor John) 
May the grace of God bless you with peace, 
may the love of Christ, sustain you in joy, 
and may the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with courage, 
this day and forevermore. 
Bless the Lord! 
Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE   
 O Store Gut arr. John Purifoy 
 Tune: Swedish Folk Melody 
  Cheri Oakley, flute 
  Jason Handy, piano 
 


