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A TIME OF GATHERING AS WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
PRELUDE   Songs of Hope Lani Smith 
  Bob Oehme, organ 
 
WELCOME (Rev. John Steitz, Interim Pastor) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Judy Smith) 
Generous God, the whole creation looks to you, and you give them their food in due season.  
Open your hand to us, and satisfy us with what we most deeply desire. Amen.1 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (Linda Oehme) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Judy Smith) 
God meets us in our greatest need and satisfies us with divine presence and provision.  
In gratitude, let us worship the Lord our God.1  
 
HYMN   Take My Gifts  Tune: Talavera Terrace by Colin Gibson, 1991 
  Linda Oehme, Jason Handy, Bonnie Connolly  Words by Shirley Erena Murray, 1991 
  Elspeth Hunter, Mary Williams, Pete Williams  
  Bob Oehme, organ 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  (Linda Oehme) 
    The Lord’s Prayer 

 
CONGREGATIONAL GREETING OF PEACE  
ONE: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE (Rita Giangarra) 
 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21  
 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 The LORD is good to all, 
    and his compassion is over all that he has made.  

14 The LORD upholds all who are falling, 
    and raises up all who are bowed down. 
15 The eyes of all look to you, 
    and you give them their food in due season. 
16 You open your hand, 
    satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
17 The LORD is just in all his ways, 
    and kind in all his doings. 
18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
    to all who call on him in truth. 
19 He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; 
    he also hears their cry, and saves them. 
20 The LORD watches over all who love him, 
    but all the wicked he will destroy. 
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 
    and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever. 
 
 
 



ANTHEM    Break Now the Bread of Life Mary A. Lathbury, 1877 
    Tune: BREAD OF LIFE by William F. Sherwin, 1877 
Ericka Tyler, Jason Handy, Bonnie Connolly,  
Bob Oehme, Mary Williams, Meena Conant, 
 Leona Tyler, Pete Williams  
 
    
Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me,  
as you once broke the loaves beside the sea; 
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;  
my spirit yearns for you, O Living Word. 
 
Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, 
As you once blessed the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall,  
and I shall find my peace, my all in all. 
 
SCRIPTURE (Rita Gaingarra) 
 
Matthew 14:13-21 
 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted 
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, 
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; and they took up 
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. 
 
     
SERMON (Pastor John) 
 
INTERLUDE   Galilean Sunrise (Excerpt)  by Michael Shea 
 Jason Handy, piano 
 
 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST STATEMENT OF FAITH IN THE FORM OF A DOXOLOGY 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your deeds we testify: 

You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image, and set before each one the ways of life and death. 

You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 

You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through prophets and apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot, 
conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to yourself. 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful 
people of all ages, tongues, and races. 

You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others, to 
proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join 
him in his passion and victory. 

You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 
your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. 

Amen. 



 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER (Pastor John) 
 
CLOSING HYMN   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ words Fred Kaan, 1975  
  Pat Burke, Mary Williams, Miranda Hunter, Linda Oehme, Tune: LINSTEAD 
  Bonnie Connolly, Pete Williams, Jason Handy Jamaican folk song  
  Bob Oehme, organ Adapted by Doreen Potter, 1975 
 
  
BLESSING (Pastor John) 
Go out now and be a witness in all that you say and do, spreading the good news that God’s grace is a free gift that 
requires no money or price.1 
 
POSTLUDE  Variations on Lobe Den Herren  by Everett Jay Hilty 
    Jason Handy, organ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion.  
Copyright 2014. 
 
 
 
 


