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Sunday, November 8
11:00 a.m. during the Online Coffee Hour

Special Speaker:
Isaiah Sutton
Communications Director,
Chenango County Health Department

Presentation on COVID - 19

•
•
•

Update on local rate of infections and quarantines.
Best practices to stay safe.
Question and Answer session after presentation.
Check your email for the Zoom link
or contact the church office.
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Rev. John Steitz, Interim Pastor
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC
Please call or email to reach us.

WORSHIP SERVICE: weekly online video

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR
Rev. John Steitz
“Love is not some small minded ideal that we bypass on the
way to weightier theological principles. LOVE IS PhD-LEVEL
CHRISTIANITY. In our pursuit of Jesus, we will spend the rest
of our lives learning to love more passionately, intimately,
intentionally, and transformationally. THERE IS NO HIGHER
CALL.” – Jayson D. Bradley.
As I write this the daily number of COVID-19 cases has risen
from 40,000 per day to 70,000 per day in the past few weeks. The
trend line suggests continued upward movement in our region. At
the same time there is a real sense of “pandemic fatigue” among
many people. As the weather cools many people have just had it
with the restrictions and protocols we have been living with since
March.
The Montgomery Bus Boycott lasted for more than a year.
Everyday people car pooled, or more often walked long miles to
and from work. A saying arose, “My feet are tired, but my soul is
rested.”
How might we continue move on through our very real, in
our bones sense of pandemic fatigue when we are so weary of
restrictions, tired of social distancing, and frustrated that we aren’t
able to gather with family and friends? What actions can we take
to sustain our sanity, our solidarity, and our safety? Our “feet” are
tired and our souls are not rested.
It may seem trite to say that Love will get us through but this
is what we have. We have God’s love for us. We have our love for
one another modeled on Jesus’ love for us. We have our love for
our neighbor. What we have in other words is love as the
foundational core of discipleship. The Great Commandment and
the Love Commandment are rocks to anchor ourselves to through
this pandemic.
To wear a mask when in public is for us more than a public
health issue, this is an expression of our loving our neighbors as
we love ourselves. To reach out to one another is for us not only a
way to stay connected, this is an expression of our love for one
another. If we can’t do this in person we use the internet, a phone
call, or old fashioned cards and letters sent through the post office.
To be weary and frustrated is normal, it is okay. We can rest our
souls in God’s presence, offering God our love and praise.
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As the people in Montgomery walked though many miles
over what at the times must have seemed like endless months
they grew stronger. I’m not talking about their leg muscles. I’m
talking about their solidarity and their discipleship, their sense of
being a people of faith united together on a mission.
They did not ask for this mission, the mistreatment they
endured taking a simple bus ride before the boycott was imposed
on them. None of us asked to go through this pandemic, it has
been imposed on us by natural forces beyond our control.
The boycott gave people an opportunity to grow in solidarity
and discipleship. There was no cheap grace. It was a long,
difficult struggle. The pandemic gives us an opportunity to grow
in love and discipleship. To live into “PhD level Christianity.”
There will be no cheap grace. This will be a long, difficult
struggle. Our “feet” will grow tired and weary, but our souls can
become rested.
Join us in the daily Zoom prayer circle if you are
able. Connect with one other person in the
congregation. Develop a care partnership with this person. Call
them, or send them a card or letter. Do this today, and do it again
next week, and the week after that.
When you go out in public, put on your mask like you are
putting on the whole armor of God (Ephesians 6). Get your flu
shot if you haven’t already done so. Continue to be mindful of
public health protocols and do not become complacent.
Through it all we know that God is with us, and that we
have one another. We are a people who are known by our love.
Together we can grow in love and discipleship and get through
this time that tries our souls.
Pastor John

Join us on All Saints Day, November 1
on Zoom at 11:00 a.m.
We will honor our deceased loved ones and share in communion
together. Use the coffee hour Zoom link in your weekly email. Or
contact the church office.
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TRANSITION COMMITTEE
Linda Oehme, Chair
Your Transition Team is continuing to diligently work on
developing our Local Church Profile. We are now dealing with the
section, “Who is God calling us to become?” In this section, the
transition team has asked the chairs of the principle committees to
ask this question prayerfully. We collaborated with the church
leaders and committees in answering these questions. Also we are
developing a set of core values, and revisiting and updating our
church’s Core Values, Mission and Vision statements.
Again, remember, this is not a race; it is a long and deliberate
journey! These ‘Stepping Stones’ will help us stay on the path God
has for US. We need to take time to listen and discern God’s plan
for US. Continue to keep us in your prayers and have patience with
us and the process. Thanks for your continued support for this team
and the long process.

A MESSAGE FROM
THE MUSIC COMMITTEE
Please make your donation to the

Music Lesson Scholarship Fund
at any time!
Make checks payable to UCC and write ‘Music
Lesson Scholarship” in the memo part of the
check.

Give the gift of music!
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DEACONS’ DOINGS
Mary Williams, Chair
The Deacons have formed a new group called “Cheer Writers”
to send notes of celebration and encouragement to our UCC
Family and friends. If you would like to be part of the “cheer
writers” or know of someone who would appreciate a note,
please let Cheri know in the Church Office or speak to Joan
Griffith, Norma Kinney or Ericka Tyler.
You will see some new signs in front of the church building. We
want to let our community know that our church programs are
open to all and continue to thrive even though the building is
closed. Two yard signs share news and joining information for
our Sunday School Program and LGBTQ+ Forum. In the days to
come, look for a purple banner that shares our church name and
how to reach us on the internet. Spread the news! God’s doors
are open to all.
Join us for Virtual Fellowship on Sundays at 11:00.
October 18 - We blessed our Pets!
October 25 - Informational Budget Meeting
November 1 - All Saints’ Day remembrance of passed
loved ones and Zoom Communion
November 8 - News from Chenango County Health
Department with Isaiah Sutton
The Deacons will be meeting to discuss Advent and Christmas
plans on Tuesday October 27 at 3:00 via Zoom. If you have any
ideas, contact Mary Williams (williamsmary@roadrunner.com)

FOR OUR VETERANS
The Veterans Home is asking people from the community to
send cards or a short letter addressed to “Any Veteran” so
Recreation Therapy staff can pass them out on Veterans Day and
bring a little sunshine to their day! Please address envelopes to
Attn: Kristen Slate
NYS Veterans Home at Oxford
4207 NY 220
Oxford NY 13830
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STEWARDSHIP
Chris Mallozzi, Campaign Chair
So here we are. It’s that time of year again. And it has been
anything but normal. We have all learned to adapt to a new way of
life in a very short period of time. But not only that, we’ve had to
adapt to a new way of worship. We have been very fortunate that
our online video worship has gone so well. But we must continue
to remember the needs of our congregation and our community.
Your donations support the first two sections of our budget:
Our Church’s Wider Mission/Susquehanna Association Dues and
Outreach Ministries. A few of these ministries are the local food
pantries, Head Start, the Deacons Fund which provides help for
needy individuals in our community, Hospice of Chenango,
scholarships for college students and of course the Thanksgiving
baskets.
Our neighbor across the park, First Baptist Church, holds a diaper
-giveaway one Saturday a month. For the last few Stewardship
seasons the Deacons have donated a package of diapers for every
$500 in pledges and/or donations. Since this proved to be successful
and well received, the diapers for dollars program will be part of our
stewardship campaign this year. So any donation you make, will go
even farther to help our community.
We will recognize Stewardship Sunday on November 8th during
the online worship video.
Thank you for continuing to give so that we may continue to
provide for our community.
Monday Evening Musical Club presents

Jason Handy
A Virtual Piano Recital

November 2 7:00 p.m.
facebook.com/jasonhandypiano
facebook.com/mondayeveningmusicclub
All donations fund music scholarships to local students.
Paypal: memcscholarship@gmail.com
Mail a check: MEMC, % Dianne Lewis, PO Box 895, Oxford NY 13830
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES
Linda Oehme
During this unit, we will frequently see the term “shalom” as a
reference. It is a Hebrew word meaning “peace” and is used as
both greeting and farewell by the Hebrew people.
The second unit theme is: “Making a Difference”. It covers the
last six weeks of the Season after Pentecost and the end of the
year. The color of the season is green; representing the growth is
God’s realm of shalom. Jesus lived out the vision of shalom in his
life. When Jesus said, “Go in peace,” he was referring to the
wholeness of body and spirit, of justice and renewed relationship,
which is shalom.
The unit’s theme is, “Making a Difference,” because that is
what Jesus did, and what he called his disciples to do. We too are
called to be the hands and feet of Christ in our world today; to see
and offer glimpses of hope; to hold up the vision of God’s peace;
to put Christ’s words into action; and to serve the least in our
communities. This is a big responsibility, but if we work together,
young, old and everyone in-between, WE CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!
The logo for this unit shows people of different ages and racial
backgrounds coming together. Their hands reach out, welcoming
and working for peace, which is symbolized by a dove. The flame
is the symbol of Jesus: the light of the world, who showed us the
way, and who gives us strength so that our lamps do not burn out.
The clouds represent the vision of God’s shalom, for which we
work and pray.
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November
Sunday
1 All Saints Day
Daylight Savings Time Ends
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time Communion and All Saints
Day liturgy

Our Weekly Worship Service is available to view beginning on our Saturdays.
Go to our website: www.uccnorwichny.org and click on the Worship Services tab.

Monday

Tuesday

2
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. Jason Hndy
virtual recital. See p. 14.

3 Election Day
12:00 p.m. Deacon Cheer
Writers
6:30 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

5
6:30 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. Transition
Committee

6
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle

7

11 Veterans Day

12
6:30 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. Executive Council

13
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle

14

8
Stewardship Sunday
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time Special Guest from the
Chenango Public Health
Dept. See cover.

9
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle
6:00 p.m. Deacons
Monthly Meeting

10
12:00 p.m. Deacon Cheer
Writers
6:30 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum

15
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time -

16
Deadline for December
Newsletter.

17
12:00 p.m. Deacon Cheer
Writers
6:30 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum

18
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

19
6:30 p.m. Prayer Circle
6:30 p.m. Helping Hands
Give-away at the YMCA

20
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle

21

24
12:00 p.m. Deacon Cheer
Writers
6:30 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum

25
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

26 Thanksgiving Day

27
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle

28

12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle
4 - 6 p.m. - Donation drop
off for Helping Hands at
the YMCA

22
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time -

23
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle

29
First Sunday in Advent

30
12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle

12:00 p.m. Prayer Circle
6:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time -

All meetings are online unless otherwise stated. For links, contact the church office.
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LETTERS
Dear UCC,
I would like to thank you for the Theron and Margaret Hust
Scholarship for my fourth and final year at SUNY Cobleskill. Each
year I have received it, it has helped me in many ways with
funding for my college. I would also like to thank you for the
additional award from the Theodore P. Dolgos Scholarship. I am
very grateful for these scholarships and they have provided lots of
financial weight off my shoulders throughout my collage career at
SUNY Cobleskill. The additional award will help with tuition,
housing, and transportation. This is a big help to my college career.
Being a Fisheries and Aquaculture major, I enjoy my classes
everyday, but because of the national pandemic SUNY Cobleskill
will be having 80% of classes online and 20% in class for this
coming semester. This is a bit frustrating especially for a student
that is in a Natural Resource major, because it requires lots of
hands on learning. I really appreciate everything that the UCC has
done for me, and will never forget it. Thank you again in helping
fund my college expenses. It’s a huge help!
Keegan Prime
Dear UCC and the Scholarship Committee,
I’d like to thank you all for the generous scholarship that was
granted to me. This money will help pay for all my college
essentials such as books, events, tuition, tournaments and many
others. Thank you again
Alex Gage
Dear UCC Family,
Thank you for honoring me with the Alexander and Alice Neill
Scholarship and the Memorial Gifts Scholarship. I am so very
grateful for this support as I pursue my college ambitions. The
church has been part of my life since I can remember and I am
thankful to take the support of the Church and the memories I
made there into “adulthood.” Thank you very much.
Aria Maholchic
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Dear UCC family,
I would like to thank you for the scholarship I received. The
money will help me with my college expenses at LeMoyne this
year. Thanks again for your support.
Ryan Johnson
Dear UCC,
Thank you so much for selecting me to receive the Theron and
Margaret Hust Scholarship for the 2020-21 academic year. My
goal is to become a biomedical engineer and using this money
towards my tuition will help me achieve my goal!
Jadyn Munson
Dear UCC Scholarship Board,
Thank you so much for awarding me this scholarship for
2020. I take great pride in being chosen to receive this award. I
am thankful for your help in paying my college tuition and I can
not wait to further my education in Theatre, Music, and many
other fields.
I want to thank each person on the committee and anyone else
involved in the process for choosing me for this award. The UCC
has been vital in my music career during my years as a student at
Norwich City School District. I am thankful for everything the
UCC does to protect and promote the arts in the community.
Theron and Margret Hust sound like wonderful people and I
am honored to receive a scholarship in their name.
Antonia Mody
Thank you notes were also received from the following students
honored by the Community Honors Banquet and the Scholar of
the Month award:
Margie Winter
Mathew Giglio
Mikey Squires
Delaney Root
Kelsey McCallum
Tyler Lindner
Robert J. Brown
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Dear Friends,
On behalf of the Open and Affirming coalition, I’m writing to
personally thank you for your generous gift to support the
coalition’s advocacy for LGBTQ people in the United Church of
Christ and beyond. Your contribution makes it possible for us to
meet new challenges at a time when, more than ever, we need
strong and clear voices for justice and inclusion in Christ’s church.
The UCC is today a very different place because of the Coalition
and because of faithful and generous friends like you. But we’re
not at the end of our journey. The years to come will gift us with
new opportunities to proclaim in word and action the Gospel of
God’s gracious and all-embracing love for humanity, for each of
us. Thank you for helping us move confidently into that future.
Andrew G. Lang, Executive Director
Open and Affirming Coalition of UCC
Dear UCC,
I wanted to extend a sincere thank you to your church for
providing resources to help one of my clients. This client had been
staying with her family and due to unfortunate circumstances was
not able to keep her sleeping arrangements. You helped her find a
couch suitable for sleeping. As a Care Manager in this area,
providing assistance that is relatively outside the norm is always a
challenge. I too, appreciate your willingness to help. Again thank
you for all you do for the community.
Nancy Estabrook, Care Manager
Southern Tier Care Coordination
Dear Deacons,
I was very pleased to receive a delightful visit in the garden
here from Rose Laughlin this afternoon, on behalf of the Deacons.
I really enjoyed the fellowship. It is very comforting to be
remembered at this time of pandemic shelter-in-place. The bouquet
of flowers makes my apartment look lovely. I am very grateful.
Virginia Chaplin
Dear Church Members,
Thank you so much for the lovely yellow rose. It brightened
our table for many days. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.
With true affection for you all.
Pat and Paul (Flores)
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FROM THE TURKEY LADY
Linda Oehme
Well, it’s that time of the year when we prepare for our annual
Thanksgiving Baskets. This year finds us in a strange situation.
The pandemic and church closures have really changed the way
we look at things. Even though we can’t prepare and handle the
basket project as we have in the past, we still can provide the
much needed baskets to 200 families.
Tops Market in Norwich has so graciously offered to help us
by providing 200 fully pre-cooked Thanksgiving meals at half
the regular cost! That is amazing and I find hope that our
community really does care about the people who live here.
Tops will handle all the food prep and we will provide them
with the paperwork similar to what we do in person at the
church. There will be 2 days of pickup and we are hoping that
everything goes smoothly.
One thing that we will miss is the fellowship that we have
developed while donating the goods, packing the boxes, pizza
dinner and the distribution of the baskets. We can, however,
support the effort with monetary donations. We are hoping to
offset the cost with your donations.
Thanks to all you who have already donated to this very
important project. Your generous gifts are greatly appreciated.

BIRTHDAYS
2 Pat Flores
5 Bob Bartlett
11 Darcy Gates-Brewer
Terry Hagenbuch
14 Vincent Mallozzi
18 Matt Maholchic
24 Alexander Gage
Milo Hedlund
29 Taylor Hagenbuch
ANNIVERSARIES
Annette Piacquadio and Paul Currie - 11/14/92
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Prayer Concerns
Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns:
♦ families, families that may be going through particularly
difficult times, families seeking God’s guidance;
♦ those who are moving because of their work, those looking
for work, and those looking for meaning in their work.
♦ those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or
surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital.
♦ those who grieve over the death of someone they love.
♦ our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our
pastor, all staff members and committees.
♦ peace in the world.
♦ gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and
all those who feel isolated and alone.
♦ the Transition Team

Happy Holidays from The Place!
Annual Holiday Wreath Fundraiser.
Fraser Fir wreaths 10” ring (25” tip to tip)
Red Poinsettias in a 6" pot

$26
$15

Wreaths and PoinsettiasTickets are available at
The Place and from Board Members
(Warren Nash, April Reese, Stephanie Boland, John Axtell,
Brianna Curley, Deb Sanderson, Deb Deforest, Morghen Axtell and
Sandy Smith)

Pick-Up November 24th – December 15th
at Pires in Norwich.
For more information, email Sharon Vesely at
execdirector@theplacenorwich.com or call 336-9696 ext. 103.
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A HELPFUL CHART FROM THE
UCC NEW YORK CONFERENCE
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Ministers: All the People
Interim Pastor: Rev. John Steitz
Moderator: Jamie Maholchic
Director of Children/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme
Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams
Financial Secretary: Donna Wood-Craig
Parish Coordinator: Cheri Oakley
Family Counseling: Joanne Ferguson
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United Church of Christ
First Congregational
11 West Main Street
Norwich, NY 13815-1612

