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IMPORTANT DATES:
COMMUNION WLL BE HELD ON
1/17/2021 at 11:00 a.m.
DURING COFFEE HOUR ON ZOOM

CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING ON
1/31/2021 at 11:00 a.m.
DURING COFFEE HOUR ON ZOOM
BOTH LINKS WILL BE IN THE WEEKLY
EMAIL OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE
A monthly publication of

United Church of Christ, First Congregational
11 West Main St. Norwich NY 13815 607-334-3434
www.uccnorwichny.org
Rev. John Steitz, Interim Pastor

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: CLOSED

Please Call and leave a message - 607-334-3434.
Worship Service - weekly worship video available on our website.

LETTER FROM PASTOR JOHN
This month we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. This
month should be a time when we celebrate our democracy and the
peaceful transition of power. This should be a time we commit ourselves to nonviolently bring King's vision of the Beloved Community
closer to realization, even in the smallest of ways. Dr. King spoke
of the sacred right to vote. His successor in the pulpit at Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Rev. Raphael Warnock, newly elected to
the United States Senate, has said, "A vote is kind of a prayer
about the kind of world you want to live in."
As I write this I am still processing the events of January 6,
2021 in Washington DC. I want to offer a prayer. A prayer that we
might be a people that fosters community, cooperation and compassion within our congregation, in the Norwich area, and in our
nation. We do not need to allow division and domination rule the
day. We can stand firm on our baptismal promises to follow the
Way of Jesus Christ and to be the Church in this difficult time. We
can listen deeply to one another and try to understand each other's
stories. We can resist oppression as we do as an Open and Affirming congregation, and discern ways to expand this commitment
to other areas where people experience oppression. Please join
me in prayer...
Dear God, guide us on the path forward. Open our hearts and
minds to each other that we might be a people of community, cooperation, and compassion. Give us the courage to act for justice with
love. We ask for the patience and openheartedness to deeply listen to and hear one another. Help us to walk in the Way of Jesus
Christ as his disciples. Lord, in Your Mercy, hear our prayer.
Amen.

From The UCC Office:
Have a safe and
blessed new year!
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THANK YOU NOTES
Dear UCC,
I have really enjoyed the music you have provided over the
Christmas season. The bell choir has been excellent and the
Cantata was really nice. It amazes me what you can do, adapting
technology to provide beauty even in the face of the pandemic
and the necessary physical distancing.
Thank you so much for using your gifts to share the beauty and
Joy of the Christmas message with us all. And my wishes for a
happy and healthy 2021.
Grace Holmes
Dear UCC Scholarship Committee,
As I reflect while entering a new year, and the year I graduate
from college, I wanted to reach out and say thank you for your
support all these years.
I started my time in college back in 2017, which seems like so
long ago now. Fresh-faced, curious, and excitedly nervous, I was
ready to broaden my horizons, experience new things, and make
lifelong friends. And to learn a whole heck of a lot along the way.
Four years later, I'm fairly confident I've achieved that, and then
some. As I prepare to graduate for the second time, I feel like I am
in a similar position as I was then, only now I have a greater depth
of valuable life experiences to draw upon and a larger network of
support to help guide me into my next chapter. My passion for the
sciences, as well as for people, has only grown in my undergraduate years, and my current plan is to work in a research or clinical
environment for a gap year after graduation before applying (and,
fingers crossed, accepted!) to medical school.
Now, as I fill out applications for jobs instead of scholarships,
I'm grateful for all the support you have provided me in my four
years at Cornell. Each year I have applied, and each year I have
been granted a scholarship from those of you on the committee.
Your support goes a long way towards positioning me for success
in the future, and for that I am so grateful.
Despite the circumstances, I hope you all managed to have a
joyous Christmas and a happy New Year! Once again, thank you!
Best,
Nathaniel Garry
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TRANSITION COMMITTEE

Linda Oehme

At December 10th meeting, our Transition Team decided to
take a short break during the Advent and Christmas seasons to
spend the much needed time celebrating the birth of Christ with
our families and take a deep breath before forging ahead in
developing our Local Church Profile. The Pandemic and the
pressures of trying to stay well and safe, are taking a toll on all
of us. But now we are ready to diligently move forward on our
“Stepping Stones Journey”.
Continue to pray for discernment to be able to listen to God
as he calls us and our next settled pastor together. Please be
patient and understanding. Pray often!!! Stay well and safe!
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Fiora Breese

22

Steve Emmons

4

Barbara Kraft

24

Corey Johnson

6

Antoinette Piacquadio

26

Michael Carson

7

Elizabeth Barber-Breese

31 Virginia Chaplin

9

Karen Mallozzi
**Please call the office with
additions of corrections**

Tom Rasely
20

Briana Phelps

4

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES

Linda Oehme

On January 17th, we will begin Unit 4, entitled “Called by
God.” The logo reflects inclusivity. The figures around the globe
show that God calls people of all ages and backgrounds. Their
hands are joined, showing friendship, unity, and cooperation as
they work together to answer God’s call.
But what is meant by “God’s call?” God’s call is not a literal
voice, but something that we feel in our hearts. Sometimes, we
hear that call loud and clear, and know exactly what we need to
do. At other times, God’s call is a gentle nudge, or a nagging
feeling. It is often in looking back over our life experiences that
we realize that God as been at work, calling us.
In this Unit, we will read of God calling a child Samuel, who
needed the help of the elder, Eli, to recognize God’s call. We
celebrate that God calls people of all ages. We also will read of
the call of the four fishers, who leave their nets to follow Jesus.
The story of Jonah, who tries to run away from God’s call, leads
us to celebrate that God does not give up on us but calls again
and again.
Although the lessons in this unit are about male children and
adults, we will be sharing stories about girls and women accepting God’s call. Therefore, we celebrate that God calls all of us,
regardless of our age, gender, nationality, ability, or any other
factor.
Music will be used to complement the themes as well as The
Lord’s Prayer.

CONTACT TRACER INFORMATION
If a New York Contact Tracer calls, your caller ID will look like
this...... “NYS Contact Tracing”
(518-387-9993). BE SURE TO PICK UP THE PHONE- A contact
tracer will:
NEVER ask for your Social Security number
NEVER ask for any private financial information
NEVER ask for credit card information
NEVER send you a link without proper authentication
procedures
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JANUARY
Our Weekly
Worship Service
is available to
view beginning on
Saturdays.
Go to our
website:
www.uccnorwich
ny.org and click
on the Worship
Services tab.

January 18thMartin Luther King
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12:00pm Noon
Prayer Circle
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9:00am Sunday
School

12:00pm Noon
Prayer Circle

6:30pm Evening
Prayer Circle

12:00pm Noon
Prayer Circle

6:30pm Evening
Prayer Circle

12:00pm Noon
Prayer Circle

11:00am Zoom
Coffee Hour

7:00 ONA fellowship 7:00pm Choir
Group
Rehearsal

7:00pm Transition
Committee
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9:00am Sunday
School
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Prayer Circle
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9:00am Sunday
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Prayer Circle

12:00pm Noon
Prayer Circle

11:00am Zoom
Coffee Hour

7:00 ONA fellowship 7:00pm Choir
Group
Rehearsal
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9:00am Sunday
School
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Coffee Hour
6&7

7:00pm Executive
Council
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MUSIC NOTES
Mary Williams, Director of Music Ministries
The spirit of ecumenism continues to thrive between UCC and
BSUMC during the Pandemic!
Mary Williams (Director of Music Ministries at UCC) and
Michael Moren (Choir Director at Broad Street United Methodist
Church) teamed up to bring the musicians of our two churches
together during November and December.

The UCC Handbell Choir has been meeting in person in the
Founders Room to bring special music to everyone via the
weekly worship video. The bell anthems are also being shared
during the virtual worship services of the Broad Street
Methodist Church. The bell anthems can be viewed by
revisiting the worship videos on our church website on the
following dates: 11/22/20, 12/6/20, 12/13/20, 12/24/20, and
1/10/21.
“Were You There on that Christmas Night?”, A Christmas
Musical by Lloyd Larson was presented virtually on Music
Sunday December 20, 2020 and included 27 musicians from
UCC Norwich, Broad Street UMC, and the Norwich
Community. The program can be viewed by accessing the
worship video for 12/20/20 on the church website or using the
following YouTube link: https://youtu.be/NUd3fy7BUYs
The project took many hours of preparation, rehearsing,
recording and editing. Read the acknowledgements to get a
sense of this significant accomplishment!
Cantata Acknowledgements
Mary Williams, Director
Jason Handy and Bob Oehme, Accompanists
Special vocal assistance provided by Meena Conant, Jason
Handy, and Michael Moren.
Editing
Cheri Oakley, Video Editing (using Movavi)
Mary Williams, Audio Editing ( using GarageBand)
Video and audio files were recorded using the Acapella App
Cantata Rehearsals were facilitated on ZOOM
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Narration Coordinator, Braderick Morrison
Narrators
Jason Handy
Miranda Hunter
Jamie Maholchic
Ericka Tyler
Linda and Bob Oehme

Elspeth Hunter
Katie Izzo
Braderick Morrison
Leona Tyler
Mary Williams

The Cantata Singers are musicians from the Chenango County
area as well as members of the choirs at The United Church of
Christ, First Congregational of Norwich, NY (Mary Williams,
Director) and Broad Street United Methodist Church of Norwich,
NY (Michael Moren, Director).
Sopranos
Patricia Burke (UCC)
Kayla Farrell (UCC)
Jessica Hoople (BSUMC)
Samantha Musk (Norwich)
Ericka Tyler (UCC)

Meena Conant (UCC)
Elspeth Hunter (UCC)
Kaitlyn Jackson (Norwich)
Kacie Turnbull (UCC)
Leona Tyler (UCC) (soloist)

Altos
Mikaela Brown (Oxford)
Stephanie Carpenter (Norwich)
Kelsie Hicks (Norwich)
Joyce Lawson (BSUMC)
Nicole Salazar (Norwich)

Megan Carpenter (Norwich)
Bonnie Connolly (formerly UCC)
Miranda Hunter (UCC)
Linda Oehme (UCC)
Mary Williams (UCC)

Men
Colin Bussing (Norwich)
Craig Lawon (BSUMC)
Braderick Morrison (UCC)
Peter Williams (UCC)

Jason Handy (UCC) (soloist)
Michael Moren (BSUMC)
Bob Oehme (UCC)

9

FROM THE DEACONS
Mary Williams, Board of Deacons, Chair
In the month of January, the Deacons will be sending out the
book Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at Home by
Traci Smith, to the families with children participating in the
Sunday School program. The book is set up in parts: Traditions,
Ceremonies, and Spiritual Practices. The book is full of 50+
easy-to-implement, meaningful ideas for transforming a family’s
everyday activities into sacred moments. It is our hope that this
book will help our church family discover and develop new
spiritual practices at home. If you would like to receive a copy of
this book, please contact the church office.
Here is a timely excerpt:
Gathering God’s Blessings Throughout the Year! (p.36)
Designed for School Ages and Older
In January, place a large box or basket in a prominent
location in the house with the year labeled on it.
1. Throughout the year, put significant items in the basket,
such as ticket stubs, programs, church bulletins from
important holidays, etc.
2. Also, use scraps of paper to write down or draw pictures of
important memories and things that happened.
3. On New Year’s Eve, take turns pulling items out of the
basket and reflect upon where God was present in that day.
4. Conclude by holding hands and saying, “Thank you God,
for the many ways you were with us last year, in good times
and in difficult ones. We are thankful for the many blessings
of this year. Amen.”
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns:
 families, families that may be going through particularly
difficult times, families seeking God’s guidance;
 those who are moving because of their work, those looking
for work, and those looking for meaning in their work.
 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or surgery,
or who anticipate going to the hospital.
 those who grieve over the death of someone they love.
 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our pastor, all
staff members and committees.
 peace in the world.
 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and all
those who feel isolated and alone.
 the Transition Team

HELPING “HELPING HANDS”
Helping Hands is a group of volunteers helping to bring hope to
the community. On the third Thursday of each month from 6:307:30 pm, HH will be at the YMCA community room passing out
donated food and other goods for FREE! All are welcome to
receive!
This month they are asking for donations of soup and will be
accepting donations on Tuesday on January 19th from 4:00 –
6:00 p.m. at the back door of the YMCA.
The Board of Deacons have been purchasing and donating
items for several months, but would like to make it easy for
you to participate without having to shop and drop off
donations yourself. You can make a check out to the church
and designate it for the Helping Hands fund. (You can mail or
use the mail slot on the front door of the church). Deacon
member Joan Griffith will then be able to use the total donations
received each month to purchase items and deliver them for
donation to Helping Hands for their giveaway night. Any amount
is helpful –a $10 donation will fill an entire bag with personal
care items for someone.
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Ministers: All the People
Interim Pastor: Rev. John Steitz
Moderator: Jamie Maholchic
Director of Children/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme
Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams
Parish Coordinator: Cheri Oakley
Office Assistant: Jennifer Mallozzi
Family Counseling: Joanne Ferguson

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

United Church of Christ
First Congregational
11 West Main Street
Norwich, NY 13815-1612

