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Custodian: Eric Burgher 

Family Counseling: Joanne Ferguson 

Worshipping in the Nave 
Our plans as of the printing of this newsletter are to 

begin meeting for worship in the Nave on September 

19th at 10 a.m. with the following protocols: 

• Face coverings will be required upon entry and exit 

to the building. (Masks will be available.)  

• Social distancing of 6 feet (minimum) will be 

observed at all times.  

• Physical contact with those outside of your 

household should be avoided.  

• Everyone will be required to check in for attendance 

with the usher upon arrival.  

• Please consider coming early to allow time for 

signing and for a slower entry into the Nave due to 

social distancing.  

• At this time we are not able to accommodate 

childcare for children of any age. Children will 

remain in the Sanctuary and are asked to stay 

seated with their family/household.  
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From the Pastor 
Rev. John Steitz 

This is a time of many transitions. 

I can hardly wait until Sunday, September 19, 

2021.  This is the day that we will return to in-person 

worship in the Sanctuary! I hope you can join us as we 

celebrate and worship together in the Sanctuary for 

the first time in eighteen months. 

We are following the recommendations of public 

health officials and the safety protocols we have in 

place reflect these recommendations. As public health 

officials update these, we will adapt and change. 

Throughout the pandemic we have made the health 

and safety of our members our top priority, and this 

commitment will continue as we gather once again for 

in-person worship.  

We will all be wearing masks, even if we are fully 

vaccinated. We will take attendance in case we need to 

do contact tracing. We will not be holding coffee hour 

after worship and ask that people follow the ushers in 

exiting the building. 

During the past eighteen months we joined in 

worship in our homes through the weekly worship 

video. I extend a huge thankyou to Cheri Oakley, our 

parish coordinator for all the hard work she has put 

into producing the worship video each week. 

Beginning on September 19th we will be Live 

Streaming our Sunday worship services. This means 

that you will be able follow the service live as it 

happens through an internet connection. Now, even if 

you are hundreds of miles away from Norwich, New 

York on a Sunday morning you can still join us as we 

join together in giving God our thanks and praise in 

worship. This will allow those unable to join us in the 

Sanctuary in-person to join us through the internet. 

The Sunday Live Stream video will also be 

recorded and available to view later as well. I 

encourage you to watch the worship video at another 

time if you are unable to join us on Sunday morning. 

Since we are new to Live Streaming we ask for your 

patience as we learn this new way of sharing worship. 

During the summer we held outdoor worship 

services in East Park pavilion while also continuing 

the weekly worship video. Even when it rained it was a 

great joy to see people and join together in a time of 

worship.  

Sometimes the sound of the cars going by or the 

roar of a mower gave us a moment to pause. While not 

exactly a quiet time for reflection, this was a minor 

distraction as we enjoyed being together again after so 

many months. I consider our summer outdoor worship 

services to be a success and a wonderful experience.  I 

encourage people to consider holding summer outdoor 

worship again in the future. 

As I write this the Transition committee is 

completing the last phase of church profile. The i’s are 

being dotted and the t’s are being crossed. I expect the 

church profile will be completed in September and the 

Search Committee will be able to begin its work soon 

thereafter. I want to extend a great thank you to 

everyone on the Transition Committee. This has been a 

long process, but this has also been time well spent.  

The congregation is not in the same place as it was 

when I joined you as your intentional interim minister 

in November 2019. If it feels like it has been longer to 

you, it does to me as well. Everything has felt longer 

during the pandemic. 

The word I would give to this congregation during 

the pandemic is Resilient. We have journeyed through 

this wilderness time together with resilience.  We have 

faced challenges and overcome them. We have lifted up 

our core values – Spiritually Alive, Neighborhood 

Engagement, Loving Church Family, and Making 

Disciples – and we have engaged in living out these core 

values as a faith community. We have deepened our 

commitment to inclusion.  

Eighteen months ago we decided as a congregation 

to make our Open and Affirming ministry the focal 

point of our community engagement efforts. The 

pandemic made it very difficult to fully engage the 

Norwich community, but our commitment to Open and 

Affirming ministry has strengthened over the past 

eighteen months. The online ONA gatherings we held 

while we could not meet in-person enriched the lives of 

the youth who participated.  Now as we can gather 

again in-person we have a strong ONA team. We are 

well positioned to be an inclusive anchor institution 

that brings a clear witness of the transformative love of 

Jesus Christ to our community. 

We have formed an Inclusion team to guide us 

through the Accessible to All (A2A) process. The 

Inclusion team will begin once the Transition 

Committee has completed its work. If you have a 

concern for inclusion that embraces those with mobility, 

hearing, sight or mental health challenges, please 

consider joining the Inclusion team (contact Pastor 

John). 

This month we will begin gathering again in-person 

and Live Streaming our worship service. The work of 

the Transition Committee is nearing completion and 

both the Search Committee and an emerging Inclusion 

team are ready to move forward. The ONA team is set 

for youth and community engagement.  

The pandemic has not ended. Those of us who are 

fully vaccinated realize we are still vulnerable to getting 

and spreading COVID. We are learning how to adapt. 

And now we are moving through multiple transitions.  

All of this we do as people of faith, loving God, following 

Jesus, and being guided by the Holy Spirit. 
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• Seating in the Nave will look very different. Our 

ushers may assist in seating you. Please keep in 

mind that you may not be able to sit in the pew you 

are accustomed to and that your seat may change 

from week to week.  

• The bulletins will contain everything you will need to 

follow along with the service (scripture, hymns, 

readings, etc). They will be located in the pews and 

will be an indication as to where you can sit upon 

entry into the Nave.  

• Currently, due to State and Conference guidelines, 

we will be unable to sing along with the hymns, but 

we do encourage you to hum along with them.  

• Passing of the peace will be suspended at this time.  

• Hearing assistive devices will be available for those 

that need them. You will receive the headset in a bag. 

Please write your name on the bag and store the 

headset in the same bag for use during future 

services.  

• Offerings will be collected by placing your envelope in 

a basket upon exiting the Nave.  

• Once the service is over, we will leave the building in 

an orderly manner to allow for social distancing. The 

ushers will dismiss the congregation row by row.  

• Coffee Hour and other such gatherings will remain 

suspended until further notice.  

• One person at a time will be allowed in the restrooms 

(unless family group).  

• Hand sanitizing stations are located near the Nave 

entrance hall and in each pew. Please wash your 

hands or use sanitizing stations frequently.  

• We ask that if you are not feeling well and /or may be 

exhibiting cold or flu-like symptoms, that you refrain 

from attending until you feel better.  

• Prayer requests can be emailed to the church office 

by Friday. On Sunday morning, we will utilize the 

prayer basket for prayer requests  

 

In-Person (continued from cover) Thank You 
 I have offered thanks many times to our Lord for 

the opportunity to work with our congregation. Here, 

I want to take the chance to thank all of you!  You 

have been wonderfully supportive when I have gone 

through difficult times (hand surgery) (COVID, 

thanks Mary and Jason!).  You were also incredibly 

supportive, when I chose to play something out of the 

ordinary and put YOU through some difficult times! 

You have given me an opportunity to “be myself” as I 

worshiped with you and as I tried to enhance your 

own worship experience. There are many organists I 

know that would love the experience that I’ve had 

working with our Choir and the entire congregation!  

 If I were to name all the people who have made 

this experience a amazing, you would be looking at 

the members list. I do want to offer special thanks to 

Cheri Oakley for all of her help and to my colleagues 

who pushed, challenged and offered advice that made 

me a better musician; Mary Williams, Tom Rasely, 

Joe Connolly and of course Linda Oehme.  

 From the depths of my soul, I thank you all. You 

are truly a Christian congregation.   

 Bob Oehme 

 I am excited to share more about our plans for this 

fall. We will be establishing two groups to better 

address the needs of our community. The ONA Youth 

Group, which will meet on the Third Sunday of each 

month at 1:30 p.m., will be youth-focused. Later that 

same day, the ONA Community group will meet at 

3:00 p.m., bringing together LGBTQ+ community 

members and allies of any age. If you can’t make it in-

person, you have the option to join virtually for many 

of these events (let Brad or Jason know if you’ll be 

joining virtually).  

 The first meeting for both of these groups will be 

Sunday, September 19th at the church. Please 

spread the word and invite anyone you think might be 

interested!  

Open And Affirming 
Jason Handy 
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Children and Family 
Ministries 
Linda Oehme, Director 

Transition Committee 
Linda Oehme, Chair 

Lenten Bank Update: The final count collected 

was $237.00 which the Sunday School children decided 

to give to the Helping Hands organization.  

In light of having to postpone VBS again, we 

decided that the Sunday School students who gave a 

monetary donation AND were signed up to participate 

in VBS, would work on a service project. On August 

19th, three of the “older” girls met to figure out the 

what, the how and the who to provide for less fortunate 

kids in our community.  We developed a plan of who to 

shop for including age and gender, what to shop for 

and  how much to get of each item. Using masks and 

social-distancing, we met back at church to assemble 

the 20 bags with breakfast items, personal items, and 

snacks and load them into the car.  While we waited for 

a pizza to be delivered, the girls made a poster to show 

who we are. Then off we went to the YMCA for 

distribution. Twenty bags were handed out in less than 

20 minutes. After the very busy day, I asked them what 

they learned. They replied, “We have to make 40 bags 

next year!” And God saw that it was good!!! 

  We are so proud of the children! All the Sunday 

School kids are so well behaved and make it easy for 

us to share our ever growing faith with them.  We are 

blessed!!!! Thank you!!! 

The 2021-2022 Sunday School year will start on 

September 12th on Zoom at 9:00 a.m. (Zoom link will 

be emailed.)  We have thought through the opening for 

children and have decided to continue to do Zoom 

through December 2021.  Right after Thanksgiving, we 

will discuss whether or not to continue on Zoom, meet 

in person or do a hybrid. We will keep you informed.   

Once in person, there will be a children’s moment 

with the children staying seated with the adults. 

Social-distancing with masks will be required of 

EVERYONE regardless of vaccination status. There 

will be NO nursery at the present time. 

 We look forward to a healthier and safer year and 

we will rise to any and all things that come our 

way.  With God on our side, who can be against us! 

The Bible tells us in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all 

things through Christ who gives me strength.” 

Front: Leona, Gwen, Melodie 

Back: Mrs. Mallozzi, Mrs. Oehme 

The Transition Team continues to work on our 

local profile and will be finalizing the document very 

soon. We have completed about 96% of it. After the 

Executive Council reviews and approves the Profile, 

the Transition Team will render the document to the 

Search Committee. The Search Committee will then 

have the opportunity to “search” profiles of potential 

candidates.   

The “Search and Call Welcoming Diversity 

Inventory” has been shared and discussed at the 

Congregation Zoom gathering led by Rev. Gary Ferner 

on August 29th. The results of that meeting will be 

shared in the October newsletter.  Pray that the 

remaining work goes well and that we will be able to 

complete the document and begin the search process 

very soon.  

Thanks for your prayers and continued support.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 

2 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Transition 
Committee on 
Zoom 

3 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 

4 

5 
 
10:00 a.m. Tentative 
Live-Stream Worship 
 
 

6 Labor Day 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Shawl, kitchen 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 
 
 
3:00 p.m.  
Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 

7 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, kitchen 

8 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 

9 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Founders’ Rm. 
 

10 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 

11 
 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Colorscape, 
downtown 
Norwich 

12 
 
9:00 a.m. Children’s 
Sunday School on 
Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. Tentative 
Live-Stream Worship 
 
11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Colorscape, downtown 
Norwich 

13 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 
 
3:00 p.m.  
Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 
 
7:00 p.m. Monday 
Evening Musical Club 
Members Only, Nave 

14 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, kitchen 

15 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Zoom Choir 

16 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Piecemakers Circle, 
kitchen 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Helping Hands Give
-away  night at the 
YMCA in Norwich 

17 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 

18 
10:00 a.m. 
Drumzzone 
See back page. 

19 
 
9:00 a.m. Children’s 
Sunday School on 
Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service, Nave 
 
1:30 p.m. ONA Youth 
Group, Founders’ Rm 
 
3:00 p.m. ONA 
Community Group, 
Founders’ Rm. 

20 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Shawl, 
kitchen 
 
3:00 p.m.  
Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 
 
6:00 p.m.  
Deacons Meeting on 
Zoom 
 
Deadline for October 
Newsletter Articles. 

21 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, kitchen 

22 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Zoom Choir 

23 24 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 

25 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Fourth Saturday 
Diaper Give-
away at First 
Baptist Church 

26 
 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service, Nave 
 
2:00 p.m.  
Susquehanna 
Association Fall 
Meeting on Zoom 

27 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 
 
3:00 p.m.  
Tai Chi, Founders’ 
Rm. 

28 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, kitchen 

29 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle on 
Zoom 
 
7:00 p.m. Zoom 
Choir 

30   

Note: The Norwich Muslim Community meets daily at 9:00 p.m. and Friday afternoons. 
Worship videos available at www.uccnorwichny.org/sermons. 

September 2021 
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To the UCC Scholarship Committee, 

 I am writing to thank you for awarding me the 

very generous Donald Tracy Scholarship and the 

Memorial Gifts Scholarship.  I am now a junior at 

Methodist University studying business 

Administration with a Concentration in Professional 

Golf Management.  By awarding me these 

scholarships, it allows me to pay for some college 

essentials such as books, tuition, and my golf lab fee.  

Thank you again for selecting m.  I appreciate your 

support very much. 

  Alex Gage 

 

 

Dear UCC, 

 Thank you for the Pack’n’Play for my new 

daughter.  I’m so thankful to have this so she has a 

safe, new bed to sleep in! 

  [name withheld to protect privacy] 

 

 

Dear UCC, 

 On behalf of the volunteers and clients that are 

part of Our Daily Bread Food Pantry, we want to 

thank you for your generous donation in late June.  

Recently we increased the meal packages that we were 

giving our clients from a 3 day/9 meal package to a 5 

day/15 meal package, so your donation will help with 

the purchase of the additional food that we are now 

giving out.  We will continue prepackaging the food to 

move our clients in and out of the pantry quickly to 

help insure the safety of both volunteers and clients 

this summer.  In September we were hoping to be able 

to return to letting clients choose what food they want 

rather than giving them the preboxed food, but with 

virus numbers climbing again we may have to delay 

moving to the choice option for a month or two. 

 We continue to see a need for the food and milk 

that the pantry is able to provide to families on a 

monthly basis, so the donation is appreciated.  We 

couldn’t provide food for the numbers of people that 

we’re feeding without generous donations like yours. 

  Barbara and Gary Tompkins 

  Food Pantry Coordinators 

  Our Daily Bread Food Closet 

 

 

Dear UCC Family, 

 Thank you for the generous scholarship.  It means 

so much to me to have your support while I’m at 

school.  Aria Maholchic 

We’ve Got Mail 

Core Value: Loving Church Family 
The musicians gathered for a picnic on Sunday, August 

22, 2021 to celebrate Bob Oehme’s retirement and to 

officially welcome Jason Handy. It was wonderful to be 

together!  Bob was presented with gifts inscribed with 

his new official title of  “Organist Emeritus”.  Jason 

received some very special socks, to help with the 

demanding foot pedals of the organ, which had been 

blessed by all the musicians and Pastor John. We are 

grateful to Bob and Jason for all they have done and 

will continue to do for our worship experience. On 

Sunday, October 3rd we will have an acknowledgement 

of Bob’s retirement and will officially install Jason as 

our organist.  There will be lots of special organ music 

and hymns during that service. 

 
Core Value: Neighborhood Engagement 

We will have our first multicultural celebration with 

the DRUMZZONE event on September 18, 2021 at 

10:00 a.m.  facilitated by Drum Leader, Elizabeth 

Orleski.  Details are on the back page or contact the 

church office or Meena Conant for more information. 

 
Core Value: Spiritually Alive 

We return to worshiping in the Nave on Sunday 

September 19th, and will be able to hear our wonderful 

organ and piano with our own ears in real time!  There 

was a brief glimmer of hope that the choir would be able 

to again sing in person beginning in October.  However, 

we have decided to continue with virtual hymns and 

anthems through the end of December, or until the 

COVID infection rate drops significantly. The Choir will 

be meeting via Zoom on Wednesday evenings at  

7:00 p.m. beginning September 15. The Bell Choir will 

begin rehearsing in October.  Singers and Ringers are 

needed. Please contact Mary Williams for joining 

information. (williamsmary@roadrunner.com) 

Music Ministries 
Mary Williams, Director 

Join us in showing support to the LGBTQ+ community each 

Monday by pos�ng a rainbow selfie on your social media 

accounts with #RainbowMondays. 
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SEPTEMBER  
 

Birthdays 
4 Kayla Farrell 
5 Chad Conant 
7 Burt Bridge 
 Maxine Gage 
8 Joan Griffith 
 Janet Johnson 
 Bob Oehme 
9 Jay Conant 
10  Wadeanthony Burke 
 John Kolb 
11 Samantha Gage 
14 Sam Miller 
22 Pat Burke 
23 Arlene Wade   
24  Henry Carpenter 
25 Gary Sprout 
 
Anniversaries 
Brooke Bonney and Chris Koo – 9/3/2020 
Todd Bachman and Elizabeth Bronson - 9/15/84 
John Kolb and Lilit Danielyan – 9/23/08 
Chris and Jennifer Mallozzi - 9/29/12 

OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO 
 Joanne Ferguson for the loss of her son,  

 Rick Lanfear who died on June 27, 2021. 

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 

♦ families, families that may be going through 

particularly difficult times, families seeking God’s 

guidance; 

♦ those who are moving because of their work, those 

looking for work, and those looking for meaning in 

their work. 

♦ those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or 

surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital. 

♦ those who grieve over the death of someone they love. 

♦ our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our 

pastor, all staff members and committees. 

♦ peace in the world. 

♦ gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, 

and all those who feel isolated and alone. 

♦ the Transition Team 

♦ all those affected by the worldwide Covid-19 

Pandemic 

Prayer Concerns 

From the  
UCC New York 
Conference 

Many of us were alone....  
   but we found ways to connect 

 

From early on in the pandemic, many clergy and 

laity struggled with isolation and needed to connect 

with people who cared and were listening. At first the 

daily, then the weekly virtual office hours set up by our 

ACM for Online Community and Communication, 

became a digital oasis for just that purpose: connection, 

community, caring. We organized Town Hall 

Conversations on Covid-related issues. And we gathered 

for several book studies!  

With numerous e-surveys to our clergy, we 

discerned a time for retreat and fellowship was critical. 

But on Zoom? We never did that before. Would clergy be 

zoomed out? The well attended April clergy retreat 

which we did in partnership with the Pension Boards 

was lauded as a refuge and spiritual sanctuary. And 

finally, after cancelling the 2020 Annual Meeting, it 

was imperative to virtually gather together in 2021, 

which was done almost without a single glitch.  

Preparedness for providing these services to our 

churches, our clergy, and our laity are critical for the 

future of the United Church of Christ in New York.  

We will ensure this only with the creation of the 

Next Generation Endowment Fund. We are in a 50 by 

50 push for 3 year pledges and gifts. As of mid-August, 

we have received 17 to date. Can you help us get back 

on track? 

 Please make your pledge today!  Click here 

 You may also print this form and mail to:  

UCCNY, P.O. Box 487, Syracuse, NY 13209  

Neighbors in Need is the UCC’s annual offering to support 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United 
States, including the Council for American Indian Ministries 
(CAIM), justice and advocacy efforts, and direct service 
projects funded by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries. 
Offering envelopes will be available at the worship service on 
October 3rd. 

Neighbors in Need 
helps make  

Unfailing Love 
possible.  

 
Offering taken on Sunday 
October 3, 2021 



It is time to sign up for  
DRUMZZONE with Elizabeth Orleski!  

 Saturday, September 18, 2021  
Ages 3-6   10:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
Ages 7-12  10:45 - 11:15 a.m. 
Teens and Adults  11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

 

 at United Church of Christ, 11 W. Main Street, Norwich 
 

• There will be 10 slots per group.  
• You only need to bring your mask.  
• This is a FREE event 
• Church membership is NOT required to attend this event!   
• Open to everyone. 

 

Sign up on our website www.uccnorwichny.org or 
contact the church office: 607-334-3434 or office@uccnorwichny.org 

 

Let’s come together and make music! 

United Church of Christ 
First Congregational 
11 West Main Street 
Norwich, NY  13815-1612 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 


