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From the Pastor 
Rev. John Steitz 

Each year during the second week in October the 

United Church of Christ lifts up Access Sunday and 

Disabilities Awareness Week. Accessible to All 

congregations make a commitment to participate in 

Access Sunday each year. 

Raising awareness and deepening our 

understanding about disability concerns is as important 

to becoming an Accessible to All congregation as is 

renovating the bathroom to make it wheelchair 

accessible. The following comes from the UCC 

publication, “A2A Disability Etiquette: What You 

Should Know.” This states that the greatest barrier to 

inclusion in our churches is not architecture; it’s our 

lack of knowledge and understanding. Here are some 

basic suggestions to increase our knowledge and deepen 

our understanding of disability concerns. 
 

 Always speak directly to persons with 

disabilities. 

Speak to the person directly, instead of to a 

companion. 

 Ask first, before assisting. 

People with disabilities are capable of doing most or 

many things for themselves and prefer to do so. 

 Avoid patronizing. 

Remember that they are human beings just like 

you. 

 Ask first, before touching. 

People with disabilities may have difficulty with 

balance or may be concentrating on moving safety, 

an unexpected touch can disrupt their 

concentration. 

 Don’t ignore. 

Include people with disabilities in what you are 

saying and doing. 

 Place more importance on inclusion. 

Inclusion is more important than politically correct 

language. At the same time, however, be aware that 

some people are sensitive to language. As you get to 

know the person, you’ll learn what they are 

comfortable with and how best to assist them. 

 Stress the person, not the disability. 

For example, say a person who is blind, deaf, etc. 

instead of a “blind person” or “deaf person.” 

 Relax! 

Talk as you would to anyone else. Don’t hesitate to 

use words like see, hear, and walk. 

 Be considerate. 

Be considerate of the extra time it may take a 

person with a disability to get things done or said. 

Let the person set the pace. 

 Consider needs. 

When planning events involving people with 

disabilities consider their needs. If an 

insurmountable barrier exists, alert the coordinator 

ahead of time. 

 Guide dogs and assistance dogs are permitted 

by federal law to go anywhere. 

Federal law permits assistance animals to go 

anywhere their human partner goes. This includes 

churches, stores, restaurants, etc. 

 Do not speak to or touch assistance animals. 

Assistance animals are working. Don’t disrupt 

them. When walking beside someone, walk on the 

opposite side of the animal. 

 Handicap parking is reserved. 

By law handicap parking is reserved for persons 

who have been designated by the DMV as 

permanently or temporarily disabled. 
 

These basic suggestions are a beginning. As we 

move forward in the Accessible to All process we will 

have the opportunity to learn and become more aware 

of disability concerns. We will become “WISE:” 

welcoming, inclusive, supportive, and engaged. 

Transition Committee 
Linda Oehme, Chair 

The Transition Committee has successfully completed 

the Local Profile and has submitted it to the Executive 

Council for review and approval.  Then it will go to the 

UCC New York Conference to be approved and 

“launched” (become public).  It has been a long and 

winding journey to get to this place despite the 

Pandemic. Shortly, the Search Committee will be 

installed and the next phase of the Stepping Stones 

Journey continues. Pray that they will be able to 

discern who will be our next settled Pastor.  God 

knows… we just need to pray diligently to hear that 

call.  
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 SIMPLICITY 
If we are always trying to get better things, we can 

forget to be good people.  Sometimes keeping a lot of 

fancy things, clothes, and toys can get in the way of 

doing our work.  Sometimes we can begin to think our 

things are more important than people. 

 

Queries On the Testimony of Simplicity 

 Is our stuff more important than our friends and 

family? 

 Do we do things just because they look cool? 

 What are fun things to do that don’t cost anything at 

all? 

 

 

PEACE 
As Christians, we hold that violence does not effectively 

solve disagreements.  We try to settle arguments 

without doing harm or using words to hurt others.  We 

believe that peace begins with each of us. 

 

Queries On the Testimony of Peace 

 Do we listen to all sides when there is a 

disagreement? 

 What should we do when we are mad at someone? 

 What can we do to make our world more peaceful? 

 

 

INTEGRITY 
Integrity means being truthful and trying always to do 

a good job.  It means saying what we mean and 

meaning what we say. 

 

Queries On the Testimony of Integrity 

 Do we always try to be honest in every situation? 

 Do we try to give our best effort on everything we do? 

 Do we do just enough or as much as we can to do a 

good job? 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
This means being helpful to people around us.  This 

could be the people we live with or near, our 

schoolmates and teachers, and people at our churches.  

It could be doing chores or it could just mean visiting 

someone who is lonely.  Having fun together is a great 

way to build community too! 

 

Queries On the Testimony of Community 

 What can we do to be good neighbors? 

 How can we be helpful and take good care of each 

other? 

 What can we do to have fun and get to know each 

other better? 

 

 

EQUALITY 
There is that of God in everyone.  Everyone is created 

equal.  This means everyone has the same human 

rights and should be treated fairly.  It also means we 

should treat people the way we want to be treated. 

 

Queries On the Testimony of Equality 

 What can we do to be fair to other kids we meet? 

 What can we do when we see people being treated 

unkindly. 

 Do we try to share the things we have. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
To live with simplicity and integrity, we need to do a 

good job taking care of the things we own and use.  This 

means taking good care of the earth.  We try to leave 

the world a better place after we have been here. 

 

Queries On the Testimony of Stewardship 

 Do we help with cleaning chores at home and at 

school? 

 Do we take good care of our own clothes and toys? 

 What can we do to avoid being wasteful? 

 

 

What questions can you think of? 

Faithful Testimonies 
Testimonies are the way we live what we believe.  Six 

very important ones are described by some people as the 

SPICES.  Queries are questions that we use to help us 

think about how we can improve. 
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Music Ministries 
Mary Williams, Director 

Music Committee 
Meena Conant, Chair 

From the Turkey Lady 
Linda L. Oehme 
 

Last year proved to be very challenging in regards to 

our Turkey Baskets.  God works in mysterious ways.  

With the help from Tops, we were able to provide 

Precooked Turkey Dinners to 200 families. We heard 

great things about that program but although families 

were grateful, they would rather spend the time 

together preparing their holiday meal.  So this year we 

want to be diligent in what and how we provide the 

families with meals.  We are presently trying to come 

up with a safety plan to go back to the way we used to 

or at least some similarity to those great gathering 

times where we assembled the baskets and ate a meal 

together. By the November newsletter, the details will 

be laid out and the wheels in motion to have another 

successful Thanksgiving Basket Project. Stay tuned! 

Core Value: Spiritually Alive 

ZOOM Choir is being held on Wednesday evenings at 

7:00.  We are working on preparing new hymns and 

anthems to share virtually in the worship services.  

 

Sunday October 3 will be a special service. Plans 

include: Installation of Jason Handy; recognition of Bob 

Oehme’s music ministry; and Communion. 

 

The Bell Ringers will be back in action this month! In-

person rehearsals are scheduled for Sundays at 11:30 

beginning on October 17th. 

 

 The Drumzzone event with Elizabeth Orleski on 

September 17 went beautifully! We had 11 kids and 12 

adults who came together and made music, felt joy, 

and a sense of community. We all left with a little 

extra thump in our steps and in our hearts! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

     1 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Hand Lessons 

2 

3 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship, Nave 
Communion 
Installation and 
Recognition. See back 
page. 

4 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl, 
Kitchen 
 
1:30 p.m. Tutoring, 
Kitchen 
 
2:00 p.m. 
E. Fischer Lessons 
 
3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Founders’ 

5 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Trustees, Zoom 

6 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir, Zoom 

7 8 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Hand Lessons 

9 

10 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship, Nave 
Neighbors in Need Offering 

11 
Columbus Day 
Church Office Closed 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
1:30 p.m. Tutoring 
 
2:00 p.m.  
E. Fischer Lessons 
 
3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi 

12 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

13 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir, Zoom 

14 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers Mtg., 
Founders’ Rm. 

15 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Hand Lessons 

16 

17 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship, Nave 
 
11:30 a.m.  
Bell Choir, Nave 
 
1:30 p.m.  
ONA Groups 

18 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl, 
Kitchen 
 
1:30 p.m. Tutoring 
 
2:00 p.m. 
E. Fischer Lessons 
 
3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi  

19 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

20 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 
 
6:00 p.m.  
Chen. Democrats 
Founders Rm. 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir, Zoom 

21 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Piecemakers Circle  
Founders’ Rm. 

22 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Hand Lessons 

23 

24 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship, Nave 
 
11:30 a.m.  
Bell Choir, Nave 

25 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
1:30 p.m. Tutoring 
2:00 p.m. 
E. Fischer Lessons 
 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi 

26 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

27 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir, Zoom 

28 29 
10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Hand Lessons 

30 

31 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship, Nave 
Budget Meeting 
 
11:30 a.m.  
Bell Choir, Nave 

      

October 2021 
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Children and Family 
Ministries 
Linda Oehme, Director 

Deacons Doings 
Mary Williams, Chair 

The 2021-2022 Sunday School year started on 

September 12 on Zoom at 9:00 a.m.  After much praying 

we decided that it was in the best interest to continue 

Zoom Sunday School at least through December 2021.  

The UCC New York Conference is recommending no in 

person Sunday School or Nursery as of now.  Changes 

happen all the time.  Children are encouraged to attend 

church and to remain with adults in the pews during the 

service. 

This is for the protection of our children and any 

adults who may be vulnerable. Children’s Moments will 

continue with live streaming as with the Service Videos. 

We will keep everyone informed as to any changes.   

Jen and I look forward to working and learning with 

the children. We will be adapting the curriculum to meet 

the needs of the children to make it age appropriate 

without making it too easy or too hard.  

Thanks for your continued prayers and support.  

Remember: It takes a “village” to raise a child. We also 

look forward to a healthier and safer year and we will 

rise to any and all things that come our way.  With God 

on our side who can be against us!  The Bible tells us in 

Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who 

gives me strength.”   

Core Value: Loving Church Family 

The Deacons are coordinating a special collection for 

disaster relief from Hurricane Ida in response to an 

appeal from the UCC New York Conference. 

 “As damage reports and assessments continue to come 

in, may we pause to hold the people affected by 

Hurricane Ida in our prayers for their safety, health, 

and comfort,”   said Josh Baird, Global H.O.P.E. team 

leader.   Checks can be made out to our church with 

“hurricane relief” in the memo.  

Open and Affirming 
Jason Handy 

We were thrilled to host our first ONA youth group 

meeting in September. Brad led the group in icebreaker 

activities to help everyone get to know each other, and 

we snacked on some delicious pizza. We are looking 

forward to our next meeting on October 17 at 1:30 p.m. 

We are also planning to host a meeting for parents and 

adults on the same day and time (October 17th at 1:30 

p.m.) facilitated by Pastor John. Please feel free to 

invite anyone you think might be interested in these 

meetings!  

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 

 families, families that may be going through 

particularly difficult times, families seeking God’s 

guidance; 

 those who are moving because of their work, those 

looking for work, and those looking for meaning in 

their work. 

 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or 

surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital. 

 those who grieve over the death of someone they love. 

 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our 

pastor, all staff members and committees. 

 peace in the world. 

 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, 

and all those who feel isolated and alone. 

 all those affected by the worldwide Covid-19 

Pandemic 

 those affected by recent hurricanes and fires 

Prayer Concerns 



 

7 

From the Opening 
Committee 
The opening committee has been working diligently to 

create a safe environment for all to worship in. We are 

sure you understand the fact that all of the guidelines 

from the CDC and county constantly get revised. The 

following are the latest guidelines for our church, which 

are within CDC guidelines. Also, the church is cleaned 

and disinfected after each use and there is an air filter 

in use that cleans the air every few minutes. Please 

read and follow the attached guidelines as closely as 

possible. 

 

Thank you, 

Bob Oehme, Chair 

Mary Williams 

Peter Williams 

 

UCC Norwich Reopening Guidelines   

Approved by Executive Council 6/10/21 

Revised 7/13/21, 9/22/21 

 

● Face coverings will be required upon entry and exit 

to the building.  (Masks will be available.) 

● Social distancing of 6 feet (minimum) will be 

observed at all times. 

● Physical contact with those outside of your 

household should be avoided.  

● Everyone will be required to check in for attendance 

with the usher upon arrival. 

● Please consider coming early to allow time for 

signing and for a slower entry into the Nave due to 

social distancing. 

● At this time we are not able to accommodate 

childcare for children of any age.  Children will 

remain in the Sanctuary and are asked to stay 

seated with their family/household. 

● Seating in the Nave will look very different. Our 

ushers will assist in seating you. Please keep in 

mind that you may not  be able to sit in the pew you 

are accustomed to and that your seat may change 

from week to week.  

● The bulletins will contain everything you will need 

to follow along with the service (scripture, hymns, 

readings etc). They will be available from the ushers 

upon entry into the Nave. 

●  Currently, due to State and conference guidelines, 

we will be unable to sing along with the hymns, but 

we do encourage you to hum along with them. 

● Passing of the peace will be suspended at this time. 

● Hearing assistive devices will be available for those 

that need them.  You will receive the headset in a 

bag.  Please write your name on the bag and store 

the headset in the same bag for use during future 

services. 

● Offerings will be collected by placing your envelope 

in a basket upon entering or exiting the Nave. 

● Once the service is over, we will leave the building 

in an orderly manner to allow for social distancing. 

The usher will dismiss the congregation row by row. 

● Coffee Hour and other such gatherings will remain 

suspended until further notice. 

● One person at a time will be allowed in the 

restrooms (unless family group). 

● Hand sanitizing stations are located near the Nave 

entrance hall and in each pew. Please wash your 

hands or use sanitizing stations frequently. 

● We ask that if you are not feeling well and /or may 

be exhibiting cold or flu-like symptoms, that you 

refrain from attending until you feel better. 

● Prayer requests can be emailed to the church office 

by Friday. On Sunday morning, we will utilize the 

prayer basket for prayer requests 

 

 Addendum: 

Disinfection Plan: our Custodian will disinfect all high 

touch surfaces,  including rest rooms and seating areas,  

before and/or after weekly services. 

Birthdays 
3 Leona Tyler 
6 Pat Evans 
 William Kolb 
8 Shea Breese 
9 Josiah Tyler 
10 Kyle Conant 
11 Jessie Brewer 
 Carol Nassar 
12 Destinie Smith 
13 Katie Izzo 

 
16 Tim Burgher 
 Justin Posner 
17 Kristin Metz Miller 
19 Paul Flores 
20 Julie Gonzalez 
 Debra Phelps 
 Mya Yantz 
21 Jennifer Mallozzi 
26 David Hall 
30 Jill Mallozzi 

Anniversaries 
Terri & Jason Yantz - 10/09/2004  
Cheri & Kevin Oakley - 10/12/2019  
Steve & Melissa Emmons - 10/15/2016  

October Celebrations 



 

Join Us 
Sunday, October 3 - 10:00 a.m. 

Communion 
 

United Church of Christ 
First Congregational 
11 West Main Street 
Norwich, NY  13815-1612 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Installation of Jason Handy 
as Organist 

Recognition of Bob Oehme’s 
Music Minsitry 


