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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
Norwich, New York  13815 

An Open and Affirming Church 

December 19, 2021 10:00 a.m. 
Music Sunday  

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love 
 

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 
PRELUDE  
 The Road to Bethlehem Words by Isaac Watts, Lloyd Larson  
 and Traditional French Carol 
 Arranged with new music by Lloyd Larson,  
 incorporating ANTIOCH by G.F. Handel,  
 MENDELSSOHN by Felix Mendelssohn,  
 and GLORIA , traditional French Melody 
 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Take the road to Bethlehem; Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
In a manger stall is the Lord of all. Take the road to Bethlehem. 
Take the road to Bethlehem; Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
“Jesus is the King!” earth and heaven sing. Take the road to Bethlehem. 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth he angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
 
WELCOME  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Large Print Bulletins are available from 
the ushers. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 
with license #735996-A. All rights reserved. 
Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion © 2012 
Advent candle lighting from Whole People of God curriculum © Woodlake Publishing, Inc. 
Children’s Moment from Young Children and Worship by Sonja M. Stewart and Jerome W. Berryman 
©1989.   
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GATHERING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP - LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Fourth Sunday of Advent – PROMISE OF LOVE 
 
CANTICLE 
  The Road To Bethlehem  by Lloyd Larson 
         Brad Morrison, soloist 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert a highway, a highway for our God. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight a highway for the coming King. 
  
LIGHTING THE CANDLES  
 
UNISON PRAYER 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fulfilled your promise. 
Emmanuel has come. We rejoice in your faithfulness.  
Give us courage to respond with love and compassion. Amen. 
 
CANTICLE 
  The Road To Bethlehem  by Lloyd Larson 
         Brad Morrison, soloist 
 
INVOCATION 
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE AND SONG 
 

The Road to Bethlehem 
A Journey to the Newborn King 

by Lloyd Larson 
 
A Highway for our God Words and Music by Lloyd Larson 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert a highway, a highway for our God. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight a highway for the coming King. 
(repeat) 
 
Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up. Ev’ry mountain and hill made low. 
And the corked paths shall be made straight, and the rough places plain. 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight in the desert a highway, a highway for our God. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord. 
Make straight a highway for the coming King. 
 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. And all people shall see it together.  
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
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 CHILDREN'S MOMENT 
    The Lord’s Prayer  
 
SCRIPTURE - Isaiah 11:1-2 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 
 
Come, Messiah! Words by Lloyd Larson and Abbe Simon-Joseph Pellegrin 
 tr. by S. Mary of St. Philip, 1877 
 Music by Lloyd Larson 
 
O come, Divine Messiah, the world in silence waits the day when hope shall sing 
its triumph, and sorrows flee away. 
O come Desire of nations, whom priest and prophet long foretold, and break the 
chains that bind us, redeem Your long-lost fold. 
 
Come, Messiah! Dispel our night with the dawn of grace. 
Come, Messiah! We long to see Your face. Come, Messiah, come! 
 
O come, dear Child of promise, for lowly shall Your cradle be; 
Though clothed in human likeness, we shall the Godhead see. 
 
Come, Messiah! Dispel our night with the dawn of grace. 
Come, Messiah! We long to see Your face. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE  - Micah 5:2-4 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth; 
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Holy Child of Bethlehem Words by Lloyd Larson and Phillips Brooks 
 Arranged with new music by Lloyd Larson
 Tune: FOREST GREEN, traditional English Melody 
 
How long the road to Bethlehem for Mary, the mother mild; 
and Joseph, righteous man of Go, earthly father of this Child. 
So faithfully they made their way for God had chosen them  
to be the parents of the King, the Child of Bethlehem. 
 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem! The Child of Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem! Holy Child of Bethlehem. 
 
How long the road to Bethlehem for all who seek God’s will; 
for those who long to find the Christ, for all who journey still. 
So faithfully they travel on for God has promised them 
That heaven’s gift, this holy Child, is found in Bethlehem. 
 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem! The Child of Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem, Bethlehem! Holy Child of Bethlehem. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
Holy Child of Bethlehem. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE - Luke 2:8-15 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
 
 
Shepherds in the Field Words and music by Lloyd Larson 
 Based upon I SAW THREE SHIPS and SUSSEX CAROL 
 
There were shepherds in the field one night near Bethlehem, near Bethlehem, 
When suddenly the sky shone bright near Bethlehem of Judea. 
An angel of the Lord appeared near Bethlehem, near Bethlehem, 
and said to them, “You need not fear”, near Bethlehem of Judea. 
 
“For unto you is born this night in Bethlehem, in Bethlehem, a Savior; 
He is Christ the Lord in Bethlehem of Judea”. 
 
Then suddenly the sky was bright as angels glowed with heav’nly light. 
Gloria! Sing gloria! For Christ is born this holy night! 
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 Songs of great joy, songs of great mirth, 
songs of our merciful King’s birth. 
 
There were shepherds in the field one night near Bethlehem of Judea. 
And this shall be a sign to you in Bethlehem, in Bethlehem; 
You will find the Child in a manger bed in Bethlehem of Judea. 
 
The shepherds journeyed to the town of Bethlehem, to Bethlehem,  
and there they found the newborn King in Bethlehem of Judea. 
So let us all rejoice and sing for Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Rejoice and sing for Christ is born in Bethlehem of Judea! 
There were shepherds in the field one night near Bethlehem of Judea! 
 
 
AFFIRMING OUR FAITH  
United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the form of a doxology 
 
ONE: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,  
ALL:  God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your 

deeds we testify: 
ONE: You call the worlds into being, 
ALL:  create persons in your own image, and set before each one 

the ways of life and death. 
ONE: You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
ALL:  You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared 

through prophets and apostles. 
ONE: In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen 

Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot,  
ALL:  conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to 

yourself. 
ONE: You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 
ALL:  creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding in 

covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races. 
ONE: You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of 

discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others,  
ALL:  to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers 

of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table, to join 
him in his passion and victory. 

ONE: You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of 
grace,  

ALL:  courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence 
in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has 
no end. 

ONE: Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. 
ALL:  Amen. 
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Shepherds’ Cradle Song Words by C.D. Schubert, Lloyd Larson and  
 traditional English Carol, Arranged by Lloyd Larson 
 German Folk Song, Quoting THE FIRST NOEL 
 
Sleep well, dear lovely heav’nly Babe; sleep well, Thou holy child, 
while angels keep their watch by night in stable, meek and mild. 
 
We humble shepherds sing to Thee a lullaby so tenderly: 
“Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, holy Child of heaven, sleep.” 
 
Sleep well, O Gift of God’s own heart; sleep well as night turns to morn. 
Let all creation join in praise, for Christ, the Savior is born! 
 
With grateful hearts we sing to Thee a lullaby on bended knee; 
“Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, holy Child of heaven, sleep.” 
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
“Sleep, sleep, sleep, sleep, holy Child of heaven, sleep.” 
 
 
BLESSING OF PEACE  
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY PLEDGE  
ONE: We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
ALL:  We pledge our whole selves to God. 
ONE: We love our neighbors as ourselves. 
ALL:  We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors of 

reconciliation. 
ONE: We love one another as Jesus loves us. 
ALL:  We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved Community in 

our life together. 
ONE: We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to follow Jesus’ 

Way of Love. 
ALL:  We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’ Way of Love 

in the way we live our lives and practice our faith. 
 

We will not be passing the offering plates. 
Instead, they are located at both doors for your 

convenience as you enter or exit the Nave. 
 
 
The Journey Words by Carol M. Hodge
 Music by Lloyd Larson 
 Quoting KINGS OF ORIENT, by John H. Hopkins 
 
Where is He, O where is He? His star blazes in the night; 
As we trace the changing skies, He is hiding from our sight. 
 
Can you tell us where He lies? We would worship Him tonight, 
we journey ‘til we find, And our search is turned to sight. 
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 Your guiding light shows us the way; We see Your Morning Star ascend! 
To You, dear Christ, all searchers come, In you our journey finds its end. 
 
The star beams its golden ray over sleepy Bethlehem 
Where with joy we find the Child, And with gifts we worship Him. 
 
While we thought we came to You in a little starlit place 
It was You who came to us, Christ, the glory of God’s face. 
 
 
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS  
(Joys and prayers requests should be written on the prayer slips as you 
enter the Nave prior to the start of worship.) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
Christ Is Born in Bethlehem  Words Traditional French Carols and Lloyd Larson 
 Arranged with New Music by Lloyd Larson 
 Incorporating STOWEY, Traditional English Carol and  
 GLORIA, Traditional French Melody 
 
He is born, the divine Christ Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! 
He is born, the holy child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 
 
He is born! Christ is born! 
 
Through long ages of the past prophets have foretold His coming; 
Through long ages of the past, now the time has come at last! 
 
He is born, the divine Christ Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! 
He is born, the holy child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 
 
Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a Child among us; 
Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us Thy heav’nly peace. 
 
He is born, the divine Christ Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! 
He is born, the holy child, sing we all of the Savior mild. 
 
Take the road to Bethlehem; Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
Hear the angels sing, earth and heaven ring; “Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
Take the road to Bethlehem.  
 
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
 
 
 

Please wait for the usher to dismiss you. 
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Members of the Combined Choirs: 
 

Sopranos 
Pat Burke 

Meena Conant 
Jessica Hoople 
Elspeth Hunter 
Kaitlyn Jackson 
Jessica Posner 
Deb Sanderson 

 
Altos 

Brooke Bonney 
Megan Carpenter 
Bonnie Connolly 
Miranda Hunter 
Joyce Laswon 

Jennifer Mallozzi 
Donna Moren 
Linda Oehme 
Mary Williams 

 
Baritones 

David Burch 
Jason Handy 
Craig Lawson 
Michael Moren 
Brad Morrison 
Bob Oehme 

Peter Williams 
 
 

Michael Moren, Director Broad Street Methodist Church Choir 
Mary Williams, Director United Church of Christ Choir 

Jason Handy, accompanist 
 

Special thank you to: 
Brad Morrison, Narration Coordinator 

Meena Conant, soprano section leader 
Jason Handy, baritone section leader 

Michael Moren, video editing 
Cheri Oakley, video editing 
Mary Williams, audio editing 
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 Poinsettias 
  

In memory of Rita and Bruce Barber and Rebecca Franco  
from Elizabeth Barber-Breese. 

 
In memory of J. Peter Chaplin 

from Virginia J.T. Chaplin. 
  

In honor of grandchildren Mira, Saul, Zane, Landers and LeDain 
from Virginia J.T. Chaplin. 

  
In memory of parents Paul and Eleanor Currie,  

formerly of Mohawk, NY 
from Paul E. Currie, Jr. 

  
In memory of parents Carroll and Shirley Edwards  

from Francis, Mark, Janet and Arlene. 
  

In memory of Stacy Gage and Amy Gage  
from Maxine Gage.   

 
In memory of John Wassenaar, Bill and Catherine Johnson 

from the Johnson Family. 
 

 In memory of Roslyn and Frank McAleish  
from Karen Mallozzi. 

 
In memory of William R. and Doris G. Noel and  

Gary N. Gray, Sr. and Elizabeth Gray 
from Gary and Vicki Gray. 

  
In memory of parents Stew and Carla Chase 

from Jerrilynn and Alan Ingraham. 
  

In memory of Robert K. Oehme, Jr.  
from the Oehme Family. 

  
In memory of Cleave Yeahl and Werner and Mona Oehme 

from the Oehme family. 
  

In memory of Mary Piacquadio  
from Antoinette Piacquadio. 

 
In loving memory of our parents  
from Allan and Elissa Sawyer. 

 
In Memory of our departed loved ones 

from Betty Yeahl. 
 



MINISTERS:  All the People 
INTERIM PASTOR: Rev. John Steitz, 215-820-1650 (cell) 
MODERATOR: John Kolb 
CHAIR OF DEACONS:  Mary Williams 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES:  Mary Williams 
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S/YOUTH MINISTRIES:  Linda Oehme  
PARISH COORDINATOR:  Cheri Oakley 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANT:  Jennifer Mallozzi 
FAMILY COUNSELING MINISTRY:  Joanne Ferguson 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - By appointment only. 
 
CONTACT: 
Address:  11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815 
Telephone:  607-334-3434     
E-mail: office@uccnorwichny.org 
Web site:  www.uccnorwichny.org 

 
Watch a live stream of our service Sundays at 10:00 a.m. at 

www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2/ 
 

Past worship services can be viewed at  
www.uccnorwichny.org/sermons 

TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS IN MINISTRY OF SERVICE: 
Director of Music Ministries: .......................................... Mary Williams 
Organist: ........................................................................... Jason Handy 
Director of Children’s/Youth Ministries:...........................Linda Oehme 
Usher: ...............................................................................Linda Oehme 
Greeter:   ........................................................................ Brad Morrison 
Liturgists: ...................................................................... Miranda Hunter 
 Leona and Ericka Tyler 
Sunday Sexton:................................................................. Shea Breese 
Live Stream: ...................................................................... Jen Mallozzi 
 Chris McSweeney 



Covid-19 Safety Protocols (September 2021) 
• Face coverings will be required upon entry and exit to the building. 

(Masks will be available.) As of 12/5/21 - masks are required throughout 
the service, unless speaking from a microphone, singing a solo during 
worship, or receiving communion. 

• Social distancing of 6 feet (minimum) will be observed at all times. 
• Physical contact with those outside of your household should be avoided. 
• Everyone will be required to check in for attendance with the usher upon 

arrival. 
• Please consider coming early to allow time for signing and for a slower 

entry into the Nave due to social distancing. 
• At this time we are not able to accommodate childcare for children of any 

age. Children will remain in the Sanctuary and are asked to stay seated 
with their family/household. 

• Seating in the Nave will look very different. Our ushers may assist in 
seating you. Please keep in mind that you may not be able to sit in the 
pew you are accustomed to and that your seat may change from week to 
week. 

• The bulletins will contain everything you will need to follow along with the 
service (scripture, hymns, readings etc). They will be located in the pews 
and will be an indication as to where you can sit upon entry into the 
Nave. 

• Currently, due to State and Conference guidelines, we will be unable to 
sing along with the hymns, but we do encourage you to hum along with 
them. 

• Passing of the peace will be suspended at this time. 
• Hearing assistive devices will be available for those that need them. You 

will receive the headset in a bag. Please write your name on the bag and 
store the headset in the same bag for use during future services. 

• Offerings will be collected by placing your envelope in an offering plate 
upon entering or exiting the Nave. 

• Once the service is over, we will leave the building in an orderly manner 
to allow for social distancing. The ushers will dismiss the congregation 
row by row. 

• Coffee Hour and other such gatherings will remain suspended until 
further notice. 

• One person at a time will be allowed in the restrooms (unless family 
group). 

• Hand sanitizing stations are located near the Nave entrance hall and in 
each pew. Please wash your hands or use sanitizing stations frequently. 

• We ask that if you are not feeling well and /or may be exhibiting cold or 
flu-like symptoms, that you refrain from attending until you feel better. 

• Prayer requests can be emailed to the church office by Friday. On 
Sunday morning, we will utilize the prayer basket for prayer requests. 

• Disinfection Plan: our Custodian will disinfect all high touch surfaces, 
including rest rooms and seating areas, before and/or after weekly 
services. 

December 19, 2021 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
MASKS ARE REQUIRED THROUGHOUT THE WORSHIP 
SERVICES.  In order to reduce the risk of spreading infection, it is 
important that everyone wear a mask while in the church building, 
unless speaking from a microphone, singing a solo during worship, or 
receiving communion. 
  
CHENANGO COUNTY COVID-19 NUMBERS  
 This week (12/15) Last week (12/8) 
Active Cases     303  321 
Quarantines   561 710 
Hospitalizations      10        8 
Deaths     92  92 
  
CHENANGO CO. VACCINATION RATE (people 18+)  
as of 11/30/21 – 72.4% with at least one dose 
   
SIGN UP- If you would like to offer the altar flowers, or be an 
usher, greeter, or liturgist please sign up on the bulletin board in the 
hallway, or contact Linda Oehme or the church office. Thank you.  
   
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS - Please fill out the prayer request 
form in the hallway as you enter the Nave prior to the service.  
  
LOVE GOD, LOVE NEIGHBOR - Join us on Mondays to show our 
support, love and affirmation of those in the LGBTQ+ community by 
posting a rainbow selfie on your social media account with 
#rainbowmondays.  
  
WE SUPPORT MUSIC EDUCATION – If you need help affording music 
lessons, consider applying for a Music Scholarship. Applications are 
available from the church office. For more information, talk with Meena 
Conant, Music Committee Chair. 
  
IF YOU NEED HELP with something, please reach out to the 
church office, a Deacon or Pastor John. We’re here to help each other. 
 
 
CALENDAR  
The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily at  9:30 p.m. 
and Fridays at 1:30 p.m. 
  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 – 4th SUNDAY IN ADVENT- LOVE 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School, on Zoom 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave  
11:30 a.m. Bell Choir, Chapel 
   
 



MONDAY, DECEMBER 20 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle on Zoom 
1:30 p.m. K. Given Tutoring, kitchen 
2:00 p.m. E. Fischer Lessons, upstairs 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders’ Rm. 
7:00 p.m. Search Team Sub-committee on Zoom 
  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
1:00 p.m. Quilting Circle, Kitchen 
7:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Service, A community worship service of 

comfort and hope at Broad St. UMC 
  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle on Zoom 
3:30 p.m. J. Handy Lessons, upstairs 
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal on Zoom 
  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 - Christmas Eve 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, on Zoom 
4:45 p.m. Prelude with special music 
5:00 p.m.  Candlelight and communion service, Nave 
 Christmas Fund Offering 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25 – Christmas Day 
  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26  
No Worship Service.  No Sunday School. 
  
MONDAY DECEMBER 27  
Church Staff Holiday - office closed. 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle on Zoom 
1:30 p.m. K. Given Tutoring, kitchen 
2:00 p.m. E. Fischer Lessons, upstairs 
3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders’ Rm. 
  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28 
Church Staff Holiday - office closed. 
1:00 p.m. Quilting Circle, Kitchen 
  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle on Zoom 
  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 - New Year’s Eve 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, on Zoom 
  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 - New Year’s Day 
  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School, on Zoom 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave  
11:30 a.m. Bell Choir, Chapel 


