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From the Pastor 
Rev. John Steitz 

Blessings to you during this season of preparation 

for Christmas. Christmas is a time of gift giving.  

Christmas celebrates the gift of God’s Love in Jesus 

Christ. Our Savior comes into the world not as one who 

conquers and dominates, but rather as a vulnerable 

baby born to poor parents who quickly must flee as 

refugees to protect the child Jesus.  

My hope is that this Advent and Christmas time 

will bring you joy and peace. When offering a birthday 

greeting I often close with a blessing for wellness and 

wonder in the year ahead. May the new year bring 

wellness and wonder to you and your loved ones. 

In the past year we have faced and pushed through 

many challenges as we have learned to adapt to an 

ongoing and evolving pandemic. The church profile was 

completed. This required much work and the resulting 

document provides us with a framework for ministry 

and community mission. Our worship services this year 

have included weekly worship videos, outdoor services, 

and now gathering in the Sanctuary or watching the 

Livestream.  

Those with musical gifts continue to bless us. The 

Choir records a weekly video for worship and the Bell 

Choir chimes praises to God. The online Sunday school 

is thriving. Building on our commitment as an Open 

and Affirming congregation a strong ONA team has 

brought local youth together and offers support for 

parents of LGBTQ+ youth. Through the emerging 

Accessible to All process we are becoming a more 

Inclusive Church. Each week we hold people in prayer 

during worship, at the Prayer Circle, and in our 

personal prayers. We are blessed with a dedicated 

Search Committee to guide the process of discerning 

God’s leading to call a new settled pastor.  

I am thankful for the gifts and dedication of church 

leaders. This is uniformly true of the Executive Council, 

Trustees, Deacons, and various committees such as 

Livestreaming, Music, Reopening, and Transition. I am 

also thankful to all the great staff at UCC Norwich, 

beyond my ability to express in words. 

In 2021 serving this congregation as your 

intentional interim minister has been my 365 day 

Christmas present. Having served at fifteen local 

churches across more than a quarter century I am well 

aware of what a gift it is to be here at this congregation 

at this moment. This is a special faith community, 

blessed in many ways. You are a gift to me and I hope 

in some way I have been a gift to you.   

Blessings, and Merry Christmas.  

Pastor John  

 

 

 

Opening Committee 
 The opening committee has been working diligently to 

get our church back to "normal". As I'm sure you know, 

things are changing rapidly. It seems that every time we 

see a positive change and we plan to add something, we 

get pushed back by one thing or another. You will notice 

that the tape is off the pews. All we ask is that you sit in 

the pews that have the sanitizer and tissues. If you need 

help, the ushers will gladly assist you.  

 One final request. Please pray for our church and 

this committee.  

 Thank you,  

 Bob Oehme Chair,  

 Mary Williams and Pete Williams. 

 

 

Live Stream Committee 
This group is learning, adding and installing more 

equipment when it gets here.  We are working hard to 

make everything run smoothly. Jen Mallozzi and Chris 

McSweeney have spent many hours learning and 

installing the equipment and software. They come in 

during the week to practice for the next stream. As we 

continue to move forward, we will be seeking an intern to 

work and learn the system, as well as filling in at times 

when needed. As I'm sure you see, the quality is 

continuing to improve. If you have any questions or wish 

to apply for the intern position please see me, Bob 

Oehme. 

 Thank you,  

 Bob Oehme, chair 

 Mary Williams, note taker, Pete Williams,  

 Linda Oehme, Jason Handy, Jen Mallozzi and  

 Chris McSweeney, system operators. 

 

DUE TO RECENT COVID ACTIVITY 
MASKS WILL BE REQUIRED 
THROUGHOUT THE WORSHIP 
SERVICES. 
In order to reduce the risk of spreading 
infection, it is important that everyone wear 
a mask while in the church building, unless 
speaking from a microphone, singing a solo 
during worship, or receiving communion. 
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Children and Family 
Ministries 
Linda Oehme, Director 

This is the season of Advent, the time we get ready to 

celebrate the mystery of Christmas. The time we are 

ALL on our way to Bethlehem.  You’ll be hearing this for 

the four Sundays in Advent; the four Sundays before 

Christmas.  The word advent means coming.  During 

the Advent season, we prepare for the birth of Christ, 

and for renewal or new birth within our own faith.   

Unit 3 in the Whole People of God Curriculum is 

entitled Birthing a Blessing.  Each week in Advent, we 

hear from different prophets.  Jeremiah, Malachi, 

Isaiah, Elizabeth and John the Baptist speak to us 

about God’s promised one.  Prophets were people who 

had some magical way of seeing into the future; they 

saw what everyone else saw but had the insight to 

understand where it was leading.  

The Christmas season continues for twelve days after 

Christmas Day.  It begins on December 25 (or at 

sundown on December 24) and ends on Epiphany Day, 

January 6.  It starts with angels telling the good news to 

the shepherds outside Bethlehem and ends with the 

visit of the Magi from the East on Epiphany.    

We are continuing to have Sunday School on Zoom 

every Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  The children are so happy to 

get together!  They have developed excellent computer 

skills and have figured out how to participate with the 

stories and crafts.  They are even starting to sing or at 

least put up with my crazy acapella singing.  We have 

learned a lot about each other and share things that we 

probably would never have shared before.  Plus we have 

fun in the process.  

Keep us in your prayers. We will be continuing to 

meet on Zoom at least through the winter and possibly 

for the remainder of the school year.  Thanks for your 

prayers and support!  

Core Value: Neighborhood Engagement 
Mission Moment  

Lorri Race, founder of the Helping Hands  project in 

Norwich gave a mission moment on 11/21/21.  She 

explained how she works with community organizations 

like The United Way, the YMCA, and local churches to 

organize a distribution of needed items on the Third 

Thursday of each month. Donations can be made to the 

Deacons and Joan Griffith will coordinate shopping and 

delivery of the items on our behalf. In November, we 

collected SOCKS.  
 
Core Value: Loving Church Family 

Our active membership grew by two in November! We 

welcome Braderick Morrison as a new member and 

Elspeth Hunter through a transfer of membership. (See 

news of them elsewhere in the newsletter). 
 
Core Value: Spiritually Alive 
The Deacons will be decorating the Nave on Saturday 

December 4 from 10:00-noon. Everyone is welcome to 

help.  Please wear a mask. 

 

Highlights from our upcoming worship services: 

 Sunday School families will be participating in the 

Advent Wreath lighting ceremony in December. 

 Communion will be offered on December 5. 

 Congregational Meeting/vote on the proposed budget 

will be December 12. 

 Music Sunday will be December 19. 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held on 

December 24. An extended musical prelude will 

begin at 4:45 p.m. 

 No worship service on December 26. 

Deacons Doings 
Mary Williams, Chair 

Welcoming new members on November 28, 2021. 

L to R: Pastor John Steitz, Elspeth Hunter,  

Braderick Morrison 

Hospice Light Up a Life 
Tuesday, December 9, 7:00 p.m. 
(inclement weather date- December 16)  
Hospice Office  
33-39 Court Street, Norwich 
Join Hospice of Chenango for a memorial tree 

lighting service to honor the lives of loved ones that 

have passed. Memorial ornaments are available for 

purchase. Call (607)334-3556 for more information. 
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Our Stepping Stone 
Journey 
 The Transition Committee was formed to guide the 

congregation during the 

first three phases of our 

Transition Journey: 

Celebrate the Journey, 

Land of In-Between, and 

Back to the Future.  They 

helped us to celebrate 

Pastor Joe and Bonnie 

Connolly’s ministry with 

us, searched for and 

secured an intentional 

interim minister, and 

developed our church 

profile. During the worship 

service on November 14, 

Linda Oehme, Chair of the 

Transition Committee 

presented the finished 

profile to the congregation.  

John Kolb, Moderator 

accepted the profile on 

behalf of the congregation 

 The work of the Transition Committee is now 

complete and the members were officially released from 

their responsibilities and duties with our thanks! 

Transition Committee Members: Linda Oehme, Julie 

Gonzalez, Elizabeth Barber-Breese, John Kolb,  

Judy Smith, Ed Tucker, Mary Williams. 

 The following Sunday on November 21, we installed 

the Search Committee who will lead us in the next 

phase of our Journey: Let the Search Begin: Our Next 

Pastor. 

 Search Committee Members are pictured below 

(foreground left to right):  Peter Williams, Jason Handy, 

Norma Kinney, Miranda Hunter, Jane Prime,  

Pat Burke. (Not pictured: Elizabeth Barber-Breese) 

Linda Oehme and Mary 

Williams celebrate the 

completion of the church 

profile and show that our 

congregation is moving 

along in the Stepping 

Stones Journey: “Let the 

search begin!” 

From The Turkey Lady  
Linda Oehme 
 

Done, Done, Done!  We did it! 

Another successful Thanksgiving 

Project. The new plan worked better 

than I had anticipated. The primary 

goal was to feed families in the 

safest way possible. We gave gift 

cards for turkeys or hams, and non-

perishable foods in reusable bags, 

instead of boxes.  The goal was to 

manage the flow of people in and out 

of our building in less than 10 

minutes and without crossing paths. Everyone was 

required to wear masks and if they didn’t have one, we 

provided one for them. We assembled the bags on 

Friday and distributed them on Monday and Tuesday 

over four time-slots to keep fewer people from being 

together at the same time. And of course we used social 

distancing protocols. 

This year the number of people seeking help  

dropped significantly.  We also added another church to 

our project,  City Church supported 50 families, 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church gave 100 gift cards, Saint 

Bartholomew’s Catholic Church gave 100 gift cards and 

we fed 100 families with support from First Baptist 

Church.  

The families provided for by the four churches were 

coordinated by our church.  This is a monumental task 

for one person to do. I really appreciate Cheri Oakley 

and Jen Mallozzi for their past efforts organizing the 

project.   

Also although I would have loved to get the twenty 

volunteers together to bag and box all the produce and 

enjoy the fellowship of a pizza dinner, I appreciate the 

Deacons and the small group of volunteers who helped 

fill and distribute the bags. I especially want to thank 

Mary Williams who shopped with me and who could 

reach the top shelves.  And the Walmart staff who 

checked out the five carts and helped to load the cars.  

Thanks again for your continued support, monetarily 

and prayerfully. It has been a pleasure to serve this 

congregation and this community.  

Linda Oehme 
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December 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

3:30 p.m. Handy 
Lessons, upstairs 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

2 

7:00 p.m. Executive 
Council, Zoom 

3 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

3:30 p.m. Handy 
Lessons, upstairs 

4 

10:00 a.m. 
Decorate the 
church for Advent. 
Masks required. 

5  

2nd Sunday in 
Advent 

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School, Zoom 

10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service, 
Communion 

11:30 a.m. Bell 
Choir, Chapel 

3:00 p.m. Cantata 
Rehearsal, Zoom 

6 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

1:30 p.m. K. Given 
Tutoring, kitchen 

2:00 p.m. Fischer 
Lessons, upstairs 

3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, 
Founders’ Rm. 

7:00 p.m. Search 
Team, Zoom 

7 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

7:00 p.m. Trustees 
Meeting, Zoom 

7:00 p.m. Deacons 
Meeting, Zoom 

8 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

3:30 p.m. Handy 
Lessons, upstairs 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal, Zoom 

9 

4:30 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Meeting, Founders’ 
Rm. 

7:00 p.m.  Hospice 
Light up a Life 
Ceremony. See p. 
3 

10 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

3:30 p.m. Handy 
Students Dress 
Rehearsal 

11 

3:00 p.m. Handy 
Students Recital, 
Nave 

12 

3rd Sunday in 
Advent 

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School, Zoom 

10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service,  

Vote on the 2022 
Budget 

11:30 a.m. Bell 
Choir, Chapel 

3:00 p.m. Cantata 

13 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Shawl, Kitchen 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

1:30 p.m. K. Given 
Tutoring, kitchen 

2:00 p.m. Fischer 
Lessons, upstairs 

3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, 
Founders’ Rm. 

14 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

 

7:30 p.m. Mid York 
Concert Band, see 
p. 6. 

 

15 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

3:30 p.m. Handy 
Lessons, upstairs’ 

6:30 p.m. 
Democratic 
Comm., Founders 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal, Zoom 

16 

 

6:30 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

 

7:00 p.m. Helping 
Hands Giveaway at 
the YMCA 

17 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

 

3:30 p.m. Handy 
Lessons, upstairs 

 

7:00 p.m. Viewing 
event for the 
Cantata 
participants, Nave 

18 

19 

4th Sunday in 
Advent 

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School, Zoom 

10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service - 
Music Sunday - 
Cantata 

11:30 a.m. Bell 
Choir, Chapel 

1:30 p.m. ONA 
Community 

20 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

1:30 p.m. K. Given 
Tutoring, kitchen 

2:00 p.m. Fischer 
Lessons, upstairs 

3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, 
Founders’ Rm. 

21 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

 

7:00 p.m. Blue 
Christmas Service 
at BSUMC. See p. 
6. 

22 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

3:30 p.m. Handy 
Lessons, upstairs 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal, Zoom 

23 24 

Christmas Eve 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

 

4:45 p.m. Prelude 

5:00 p.m. 
Candlelight 
Service, Nave 

25 

Christmas Day 

 

26 

No Sunday school 
or worship service 
today. 

27 

Church Staff 
Holiday 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Shawl, Kitchen 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

1:30 p.m. K. Given 
Tutoring, kitchen 

2:00 p.m. Fischer 
Lessons, upstairs 

3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, 
Founders’ Rm. 

28 

Church Staff 
Holiday 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 

29 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

 

30 

 

31 

Church Staff 
Holiday 

1 

New Year’s Day 

The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily at  9:30 p.m. and Fridays at 1:30 p.m.  
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Blue Christmas 
Service  
A community worship 
service of comfort and 
hope 
Tuesday, December 21, 
7:00 p.m. 
Broad Street United 
Methodist Church  
74 N. Broad St., Norwich 
 

What is a Blue Christmas Service?  
For many people, the approaching Christmas 

holiday doesn’t bring with it the joy and happiness 

that’s advertised in the media or in greeting cards. 

Facing a holiday: after the death of a loved one, after 

a divorce or separation, while suffering with a life-

threatening illness, while coping with the loss of a job, 

or any other situation that puts a question mark over 

our future can leave us feeling overwhelmed and 

downhearted. This service is intended to provide a 

sacred, reflective, and safe gathering time and space 

for people to grieve yet will focus on the message of 

comfort and hope that God offers to all of us during 

difficult times. 

Everyone within the community is welcome to join 

us for a quiet, spiritual time in the midst of this busy 

season. We hope that you’ll consider joining us. 

This (event, project, program) is made possible with public funds from the 
Statewide Community Regrants Program, a regrant program of the New York 

State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the 
New York State Legislature, and administered by The Earlville Opera House. 
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Music Ministries Notes 
Mary Williams, Director 

Offering received December 24. 

 Our work on the virtual cantata The Road To 

Bethlehem continues on Wednesday evenings and 

Sunday afternoons via Zoom. Narrations are being 

coordinated by Brad Morrison and will be recorded in 

the Nave early in December. The full cantata will be 

shared as the worship service on Sunday, December 19. 

A link for family and friends will be available on 

Youtube. Participants will be gathering in person for a 

celebration and viewing event on Friday, December 17. 

 The Bell Choir is back in action!  We performed 

during worship on November 21 (Come Ye thankful 

People, Come) and November 28 (People, Look East). We 

are scheduled to play a very challenging arrangement of 

Carol of the Bells on December 12 which features some 

advanced ringing techniques such as; playing with 

mallets, thumb damp (holding the thumb on the bell 

when ringing- gives a muted sound), Martellato (bell is 

held parallel to the table and struck into the table pad), 

martellato lift (same as martellato followed by lifting 

the bell), ring touch (ring and immediately dampen the 

bell), and “weaving” (crossing the hands to ring the 

sharp or flat bells in a chromatic passage). We will also 

be part of the Christmas Eve candlelight service and 

will play Good King Wenceslas,  and a medley of 

Christmas Carols called Joyful and Triumphant.   

 Congregational singing is still “on hold” due to the 

current pandemic conditions. I look forward to the time 

when it will be safe for everyone to sing when we 

gather. Until then, keep singing at home! 

Hand Bell Choir  

Member in the News 
from The Evening Sun, 11/19/21. 

To celebrate the 125th anniversary of the Chenango 

Valley Home (CVH), residents and board members of 

CVH recently completed a written history of the 

establishment. Pictured are contributors to the 

Chenango Valley Home history book, CVH residents 

Virginia Chaplin, Sylvia Hubbard, Laura Hart, and 

CVH Board Member and Chenango County Deputy 

Historian John Antonowicz. The group, along with 

assistance from several others, spent the last three 

years researching the history and writing the 

approximately 90-page book. (Photo by Sarah Genter) 

 Last year, donations to the Christmas Fund helped 

pay the rent for low-income retired ministers and 

bridged the gap for one active minister’s family when 

her husband lost his restaurant due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.  Christmas Fund gifts took care of the 

unexpected expense of a major car repair, helped a 

retired minister attend his brother’s funeral, and 

assisted in paying for daunting medical expenses, 

prescriptions, and groceries.  

 When money is tight and stress is high, your gift to 

the Christmas Fund brings relief and hope to the clergy 

and church employees who have dedicated their lives to 

serving our churches and each of us. You help the 

people who have helped us. You make a huge difference 

and bring great joy!  

 Your gifts to the Christmas Fund are greatly 

appreciated.  We will collect the offering during the 

Christmas Eve worship service or mail donations to 

United Church of Christ, 11 West Main St., Norwich 

NY 13815.  Or give directly online at this link: https://

www.pbucc.org/index.php/art-ma-landing/opportunities

-for-giving 

https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/art-ma-landing/opportunities-for-giving
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/art-ma-landing/opportunities-for-giving
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/art-ma-landing/opportunities-for-giving
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New Members Spotlight 

Braderick Morrison  

Humanitarian Brad Morrison is an 

activist and educator in the 

Central New York area. Brad 

became active in our church when 

he moved to the Norwich area in 

December of 2019. Brad is active 

in the UCC Choir and is one of the 

founding facilitators of our 

church’s LGBTQ+ Youth and 

Community Forum. One thing that 

Brad says moved him to consider membership is our 

congregation’s Four Core Values vision statement. As 

you will read below, Brad will be a skilled leader as our 

church expands our neighborhood engagement 

ministries. 

 Born and raised in Southern Indiana, Brad 

received his undergraduate education in Sociology at 

Ball State University. An accomplished 

advocate,  Brad specializes in employee and 

community engagement. He has worked to create 

change for equality and justice for individuals with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities, the 

LGBTQ+ community, the BLM Movement, and those 

living in low socioeconomic status. 

 In addition to advocacy, Brad loves teaching and 

sharing his leadership skills with youth. He has led 

and mentored students of all ages, has assisted in 

immersive learning projects with the Heart of Indiana 

United Way and the Muncie Head Start Program, and 

is a member of Kiwanis International, helping children 

around the world. Currently, Brad is the Tobacco Free 

Coordinator for Chenango Health Network in Norwich 

which includes working with youth in the Reality 

Check Program of Chenango County. In his free time, 

Brad enjoys baking, interior decorating, and 

performing in shows with the Norwich Community 

Theater. 

 

Elspeth Hunter 
Ellie Hunter is a junior at Norwich 

High School.  She is a great lover 

of all things creative, including 

photography, drawing, writing, 

and most especially 

music.  Elspeth is a singer and 

plays the saxophone, cello, piano 

and more. She is quite the 

thespian, marking her life based 

on which of her twenty-three 

theatrical productions she was in that year.  When she 

has a spare moment between extracurricular activities 

and schoolwork, she usually has her nose stuck firmly in 

a book. She hopes to pursue a degree in music 

education, while writing, directing and acting in theater 

in her spare time. Ellie is a ringer with the UCC Hand 

Bell Choir, sings with the UCC Virtual Choir, and 

participates with the ONA Youth Fellowship. She went 

through the confirmation process with Pastor David 

Speigel of First Baptist Church in Norwich. 

 Sunday, 28 November 2021 was Stewardship 

Sunday and Chris Mallozzi made a presentation to 

those present or watching at home. The goal for budget 

purposes is $40,000 2022. 

    The Deacon's have renewed their pledge to donate 

a package of diaper's to the First Baptist Church's 

monthly diaper give-away for every $500 in pledges 

and donations. So any donation you make will go even 

farther to help in our community. 

    Pledge cards and a letter have been mailed to all 

members of the congregation, so please don't put off 

your reply. Part of the pledge card is for monetary 

donations, but the Time and Talent part is important 

also.  The Board of Trustee's is made up of seven to 

nine members, and we are currently looking for 

someone to want to join us and work in the Mission 

area. If it fit's your place in life, contact us through the 

Church office. We meet again on Tuesday, 7 December 

2021 at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. 

    Important date to remember is Sunday, 12 

December 2021, for the Church meeting to consider the 

2022 Budget. The proposed Budget was introduced, 

and explained at a meeting following the Church 

Service of 18 November 2021. We hope to have  you in 

our meeting when the voting will be conducted. 

Thanks in advance for your interest and participation. 

Trustees Tidbits 
Ed Tucker, Chair 

Socks - Socks - Socks 
Joan Griffith 
Thank you for your overwhelming, generous donation 

of socks.  Many of our community members will be 

much warmer this winter because of your donations to 

Helping Hands. 

Remember to make a monetary donation, make the 

check out to UCC Norwich and write “Helping Hands” 

in the memo line. 
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December Celebrations 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
2    Pat Whitmore 
3    Pete Williams           
10  Bonnie Carpenter 
11  Judy Smith 
12  Jamie Maholchic 
14  Elizabeth Bronson 
15  Ruth Tucker 
16  Vicki Gray 

J. R. Hamilton 
18  Margaret Burke 
19  Marissa Phelps 
27  Mary Carson 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
David and Rena Hall 12/01/07 – 14 years 
Matt and Jamie Maholchic  12/18/05 -16 years 

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 

 families, families that may be going through 

particularly difficult times, families seeking God’s 

guidance; 

 those who are moving because of their work, those 

looking for work, and those looking for meaning in 

their work. 

 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or 

surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital. 

 those who grieve over the death of someone they love. 

 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our 

pastor, all staff members and committees. 

 peace in the world. 

 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, 

and all those who feel isolated and alone. 

 the Search Team 

 all those affected by the worldwide Covid-19 

Pandemic 

Prayer Concerns 

OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO 

- the family and loved ones of Carol Giordano, who 

died on October 28, 2021. Carol was the office 

manager at the UCC New York Conference office for 

many years before she retired in 2010. 

 

- Cheri and Kevin Oakley and their family on the 

loss of her mother, Rebecca Myers who died on 

November 5, 2021. 

 

- the family and loved ones of Lillian Connine, who 

died on November 14, 2021. 

Dear Church Family, 

 Words cannot fully express my gratitude for all of 

your support, prayers and encouragement during my 

mom’s  illness, recovery and then unexpected and 

devastating death from Covid Pneumonia.  All of the 

many, many phone calls, emails, cards and personal 

notes helped us to know we weren’t alone and that 

many prayers were being said.  Thank you especially to 

Pastor John, who was extremely supportive, caring and 

understanding.  Thank you also to Jen Mallozzi, Linda 

Oehme and Mary Williams for picking up the pieces of 

the Thanksgiving project in the middle of it and for 

making sure everything else got done.  Thank you to the 

Executive Board for allowing me to take as much time 

off as I needed without any pressure. Thank you also to 

those who made the long trek to Owego for the funeral 

service and to those who sent flowers and cards.  As I 

said, words cannot express my gratitude for such a 

loving, caring church that is so much more than just my 

employer.  The church sent an absolutely beautiful 

peace lily to the funeral home; I will do my best to keep 

it looking beautiful and every time I look at it I will be 

reminded of my mom and of all of you.  

 In Christian Love,  

 Cheri (Oakley) 
 

 

Dear UCC, 

 On behalf of the volunteers and clients that are part of 

Our Daily Bread Food Pantry, we want to thank you for 

the generous donation you sent in early October.  The 

entire donation will be used for the purchase of food for 

the pantry.  We are now giving our families a 5-day/15- 

meal package, instead of the 3-day/9-meal package that 

we were giving and we have increased the amount of 

milk that we give each household on the milk voucher.  

Your donation will help pay for the increase in food that 

we need to do this.  We have decided to continue to 

prepack the food. This helps insure the safety of both 

volunteers and clients. Our clients continue to be 

grateful for the food and milk that we are able to give 

them.  We couldn’t provide food for the numbers of 

people that we’re feeding without generous donations 

like yours. 

 Barbara and Gary Tompkins 

 Food Pantry Co-Coordinators 

 Our Daily Bread Food Pantry 
 

 

Dear UCC, 

 Thank you for your donations.  We are grateful for 

your support and dedication of supplying months of 

hygiene items.  The mission of helping others wouldn’t 

be possible without you. 

 Lorri Race, Founder 

 Helping Hands 

We’ve Got Mail 



 
United Church of Christ 
First Congregational 
11 West Main Street 
Norwich, NY  13815-1612 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Poinsettias 
Poinsettias will be used in decorating the church for Christmas from December 5 through Christmas Eve.  You have 
the opportunity to provide one in memory or honor of someone. You can purchase one from the church, or bring 
your own in. Please call or email the church office, or return this form to the church office by December 15, 2021. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________   

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________   

 

DEDICATION: (circle one) IN MEMORY or IN HONOR of: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 
CHOOSE ONE: 
Please bill me $15.00  
Payment  enclosed 
I will bring in a poinsettia. 

 
 
CHOOSE ONE: 
 The Deacons can give my plant to a homebound person. 
 I will pick up my plant after the Christmas Eve Service. 


