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In This Issue 

The Weather Outside  
is FRIGHTFUL!  
 
Please do not take unnecessary risks to come to 
church if weather or temperature conditions are 
poor.   
 
Our staff will make every effort to hold a service 
and share it via the LiveStream 
(www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2).   
 
If church is canceled, we will announce it by 
email, on Facebook and on the church office 
voicemail (334-3434).    

http://www.uccnorwichny.org
https://www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2
https://www.uccnorwichny.org/return-to-indoor-in-person-worship/
https://www.facebook.com/UCCNorwich
http://www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2
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From the Pastor 
Rev. John Steitz 
The Conversation. Seeking and Speaking 
the Truth About Racism 

February is Black History Month.  The United 

Church of Christ celebrates Racial Justice Sunday 

during February. It has been my experience that trying 

to address racism and racial justice is one of the most 

difficult things to do in local church ministry.  In many 

white majority local churches there is such significant 

push back to even mentioning the topic that it is not 

possible to move forward at all. 

Yet moving forward on addressing racism is I believe 

very important to being disciples of Jesus Christ and 

following Jesus' Way of Love. In his book, THE 

CONVERSATION, Robert Livingston maps out a path 

forward. I hope we can look at this path forward during 

Black History Month this year. 

In THE CONVERSATION Robert Livingston uses a 

model he calls PRESS. This stands for Problem 

Awareness, Root Cause Analysis, Empathy, Strategy, 

and Sacrifice.  This model can be used for almost any 

personal or social problem.   

For example, I am currently engaged in physical 

therapy.  The Problem Awareness (P) is that my 

right foot is numb. This makes it difficult to drive 

safely. (I can't feel the brake and don't know if I'm 

connecting adequately.)   

The Root Cause (R) is a back injury that took place 

nearly twenty years ago. In the present I have right 

sided sciatica. This is the specific diagnosis for my 

physical therapy. Together, Problem Awareness and 

Root Cause Analysis make up what Livingston calls 

"Condition." Do I understand what the problem is and 

where it comes from? 

The next step is Empathy (E). This represents 

"Concern."  Do I care (enough) about the problems and 

the people it harms?  In the case of my numb right foot 

it isn't difficult for me to generate (self) empathy about 

the problem. I do care.   

This leads to the last two steps, which make up 

"Correction." Here the question is: Do I know how to 

correct the problem and am I willing to do it?  Often we 

want to jump right into "What do I do to fix it? 

However, to first move to Strategy (S) without 

patiently going through the earlier steps is like walking 

into physical therapy without a proper diagnosis. 

Strategy is actually often the easiest step.  As soon as 

the right numb foot problem presented itself I knew I 

would need physical therapy. Now my physical 

therapist has mapped out a strategy of what to do in the 

weeks ahead.   

This leads to the last step, Sacrifice (S). It is one 

thing to know what we need to do. Actually doing it is 

an altogether difficult issue.  My physical therapy 

strategy involves daily exercises. Actually doing these 

daily exercises will make a huge difference to my 

recovery. Engaging in these exercises, day in, day out, is 

the sacrifice I need to make to get better. 

During February I will share the PRESS model as it 

relates to racism. My hope is that as we move through 

the steps we will gain a better understanding of an  

Anti-Racism process that will strengthen our 

discipleship muscles.  

 Do I understand what the problem is?  

 (P) Problem Awareness. 
 

 Do I understand where the problem comes from?  

 (R) Root Cause Analysis. 
 

 Do I care (enough) about the problem and the people 

it harms?  (E) Empathy. 
 

 Do I know how to correct the problem? (S) Strategy. 
 

 Do I have the willingness to do it? (S) Sacrifice. 

Resources for 
Conversations on Racism 
  

Sacred Conversations to End Racism.  

www.ucc.org/sacred-conversations-to-end-racism     

The United Church of Christ program on “Sacred 

Conversations to End Racism” is a two-part process. 

First, people are trained to facilitate these Sacred 

Conversations. Second, the facilitators lead groups 

through the free curriculum.  

 

The Indiana Center for Congregations is funded by the 

Lilly Foundation and has a multitude of valuable  

resources for local churches. The section on “Let’s 

Address Racism” is helpful without being 

overwhelming. https://centerforcongregations.org/lets-

address-racism 

   

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

offers a “Helpful Conversations” guide.  

www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/justice/

HelpfulConversations.pdf   

 

The organization, Do Something has a short guide on 

conversations to disrupt racism. 

www.dosomething.org/us/articles/how-white-people-can

-talk-to-each-other-about-disrupting-racism   

 

Robert Livingston offers a brief overview of his five 

stage PRESS model at www.aamc.org/news-insights/

seeking-and-speaking-truth-about-racism-starts-having

-candid-conversations-about-race   

 

Robert Livingston in his book, The Conversation: How 

Seeking and Speaking the Truth About Racism Can 

Radically Transform Individuals and Organizations 

(Currency: New York, 2021) provides a full overview of 

the PRESS Model. (Problem Awareness, Root-Cause 

Analysis, Empathy, Strategy, and Sacrifice.)   

http://www.ucc.org/sacred-conversations-to-end-racism
https://centerforcongregations.org/lets-address-racism
https://centerforcongregations.org/lets-address-racism
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/justice/HelpfulConversations.pdf
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/justice/HelpfulConversations.pdf
http://www.dosomething.org/us/articles/how-white-people-can-talk-to-each-other-about-disrupting-racism
http://www.dosomething.org/us/articles/how-white-people-can-talk-to-each-other-about-disrupting-racism
http://www.aamc.org/news-insights/seeking-and-speaking-truth-about-racism-starts-having-candid-conversations-about-race
http://www.aamc.org/news-insights/seeking-and-speaking-truth-about-racism-starts-having-candid-conversations-about-race
http://www.aamc.org/news-insights/seeking-and-speaking-truth-about-racism-starts-having-candid-conversations-about-race
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Children and Family 
Ministries 
Linda Oehme, Director 

 February finds us all wondering what is going 

on.  With the increases in Covid-19 cases and all its 

variants, I encourage all of you to be careful and 

safe.  Sunday School will continue to meet each Sunday 

on Zoom at 9:00 a.m.  If anyone would like to join us, I 

would gladly send you the link. 

 We will be continuing Unit 4 right to the end of 

February. The lessons ask questions about, and explore, 

different ways in which people have experienced and 

responded to God’s call.  The children will have 

opportunities to research different topics in the Bible in 

order to answer those questions.  We will also learn the 

different books of the Bible and try to gain an 

understanding of those stories and the books.  

We’ve Got Mail 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you for your gift in support of the ministry of 

theological education at Lancaster Seminary.  Your gift 

provides support for Lancaster Seminary’s mission "to 

educate and nurture leaders to join God's redemptive 

and liberating work so that all creation may flourish."  

We seek to bring a gifted and dedicated faculty, 

committed and called students, and supporting 

churches, organizations, and friends into a vibrant 

community of faith.   

 The support you provide with your prayers and your 

gifts opens the doors for our students' education, opens 

their minds to learning and opens their hearts to 

serving. 

  Matthew Hanna, Assistant Director 

  Data Management & Reporting 

  Lancaster Theological Seminary 

 

Dear UCC, 

 Chenango County Habitat for Humanity greatly 

appreciates the Mission donation.  CCHH construction 

volunteers have been busy with home repairs in 

Guilford, Norwich, New Berlin, Oxford, Coventry, etc.  

Currently planning on starting to build a house this 

Spring on Shawler Brook Road north of Sherburne, 

which was delayed due to Covid-19, cost of building 

materials, etc. 

 Thank you for the UCC's financial support.  We 

continue to look forward to new volunteers, especially 

construction (housing/home repairs), board members 

and usual fundraisers.  Pass the word. 

  Sandra Colton, Office Manager/Board Member 

  Chenango County Habitat for Humanity 

 

Dear Members of UCC, 

 On behalf of the volunteers and clients that are part 

of Our Daily Bread Food Pantry, we want to thank you 

for your donation.  The entire donation will be used for 

the purchase of food for the pantry.  We are now giving 

our families a 5 day/15 meal package instead of the 3 

day/9 meal package that we were giving and have 

increased the amount of milk that we give each 

household on the milk voucher.  Your donation will help 

pay for the increase in food that we need to do this.  We 

have continued to prepack the food.  This helps insure 

the safety of both volunteers and clients.  Our clients 

continue to be grateful for the food and milk that we are 

able to give them. 

 We continue to see a need for the food and milk that 

the pantry is able to provide to families on a monthly 

basis, so your donation is appreciated.  We couldn't 

provide food for the numbers of people that we're 

feeding without generous donations like yours. 

  Barbara and Gary Tompkins, Co-Coordinators 

  Our Daily Bread Food Pantry 

High School 
Seniors & 
College 

Students 

United Church of Christ, First Congregational, Norwich, 
NY has a long history of gifts bequeathed by former 
members and memorial gifts given by family and friends.  
Scholarship amounts vary up to $1,000. 
  

General Information 

 The successful candidates will be chosen by the 
Memorial Gifts Scholarship Committee. 

 Scholarships can be used for post-secondary 
undergraduate education. 

 Preference will be given to UCC members, UCC 
employees, and the children/grandchildren of UCC 
members and UCC employees. 

 Awards for graduating seniors will be presented at the 
Dollars for Scholars Presentation. 

 The awards will be made on character, service, 
scholarship and financial considerations.  Some 
awards have additional criteria as noted. 

  

Applications will be available from the church office or 
online at  <www.uccnorwichny.org/links>  
after February 15.   
  

Deadline for applications is April 15. 

continued on next page 

http://www.uccnorwichny.org/links
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Dear Friends, 

 Thank you so much for your generous donation to 

Family Planning of South Central New York.  With 

your support, we are increasing access to local, 

affordable and compassionate reproductive medical care 

and comprehensive sexual health education in our 

community.  Each year, we serve thousands locally in 

Broome, Chenango, Delaware and Otsego.  We are 

excited that we will soon add Cortland to that list. 

 Your donation helps so many, including a patient 

who visited us recently: "My provider… is always 

patient oriented; they make me feel confident that I am 

getting the care that's right for me." 

 Your support is so important to our most important 

people – those that we serve each and every day.  And 

it's important to me, too.  Your commitment means the 

world to us and we couldn't do it without you. 

  Debra Marcus, CEO 

  Family Planning of SCNY 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you for your generous contribution, which we 

appreciate more than ever in these challenging times.   

 Your compassionate support is helping 

impoverished communities develop clean, reliable water 

sources.  We are able to work with farmers to continue 

to put food on their tables, even in the face of 

uncertainty and provide food, water, shelter and other 

necessities to families struggling to rebuild their lives 

and livelihoods in times of crisis. 

 I have seen the resilience and resolve of the people 

and communities we assist.  And I have been deeply 

moved by the generosity of people like you, who give 

hope and opportunity to people in need, here in the U.S. 

and around the world. 

  Rick Santos, President and CEO 

  Church World Service 

 

Dear UCC, 

 On behalf of Hospice & Palliative Care of Chenango 

County, I would like to thank you for your generous 

donation.  With the support of people like you, our 

organization has been caring for our community since 

1991.  As the demand for our services continues to 

grow, your contribution enables us to provide quality 

care, comfort, support and relief to terminally ill 

patients and their families in Chenango County, 

regardless of ability to pay. 

 Your generosity does not go unnoticed, and reflects 

the true "Neighbors caring for neighbors" spirit of 

Hospice Care.  We appreciate you and we hope you, and 

your family, stay healthy and safe in these uncertain 

times. 

 Please keep in mind that our organization provides 

grief services and counseling to anyone in Chenango 

County, free of charge.  In times of crisis this resource is 

valuable and crucial to our entire community.  

  Nolleen Barber 

  Hospice & Palliative Care of Chenango County 

Dear UCC, 

 Thank you so much for your recent gift to the 

Chenango SPCA, a no-kill shelter. As part of the 

Staffworks Fund Save A Life Campaign your generous 

donation will be part of the Staffworks Fund matching 

program. 

 Every day, animals that need a safe place to live 

and that need comfort and care come to our shelter. 

They trust us to provide for their needs while they wait 

to be adopted. Your donation allows us to give them 

safety and care until the right family comes along to 

give them a loving, forever home. 

 Thank you so much for such a generous gift.  With 

hundreds of animals to care for this will truly help! 

  Annette J. Clarke, Executive Director 

  Chenango SPCA 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you for your gift to the American Red Cross.  

By supporting our mission, your generosity gives 

comfort and care to people facing life's emergencies. 

  Joan, Volunteer Service 

  American Red Cross, Southern Tier Chapter 

 

Dear UCC, 

 Thank you so much for your support of NY/HELP 

Honduras.  Your generous gift to the NY/HELP mission 

to the communities around La Laguna, Honduras is 

most appreciated. 

  Volunteers of NY/HELP Honduras 

  A project of the UCC New York Conference 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you for your congregation's generous gift to 

the Annual Fund for CRCDS at Colgate Rochester 

Crozer Divinity School.  The Annual Fund provides 

essential funding to virtually every area of the school's 

operation.  Your gift truly makes a difference as we 

continue to live our mission. 

 As we remain faithful to CRCDS' distinctive  

Christian identity, I ask that you continue to pray with 

and for us as we strive to become a seminary of and for 

the community committed to practices of peace, service, 

and justice.  Please know your active participation in 

the life of the school makes it possiblve for us to form 

students in theological and multi-religious studies to 

serve, care and advocate for all peoples and the earth. 

  Rev. Angela D. Sims, Ph.D., President 

  Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 
9:00 a.m.  
AARP 
Founders’ Rm. 
 
1:00 p.m.  
Quilters, kitchen 

2 
 
9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 

3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lesson 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Zoom Choir 

3 
 
9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 

4 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 

5 

6 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, 
Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship 
Service/
Communion 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Bell Choir 

7 
 

9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 

1:30 p.m.  
Tutoring, kitchen 
 

2:00 p.m.  
E. Fischer Lessons 
 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Mayflower 
Rm. 

8 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Quilters, kitchen 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Deacons Meeting, 
Zoom 

9 
 

9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 

3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Zoom Choir 

10 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers Mtg,, 
Founders’ Rm. 

11 
 
9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 

12 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Piecemakers.
Founders’ 
Rm. 

13 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, 
Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Bell Choir 

14 
Valentine’s Day 
 

9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
1:30 p.m.  
 

Tutoring, kitchen 
2:00 p.m.  
 

E. Fischer Lessons 
 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Mayflower 

15 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Quilters, kitchen 
 

16 
 

9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 

3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Zoom Choir 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Democratic Comm,, 
Founders’ Rm. 

17 
 
9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 
 

6:30 p.m. 
Quilters, kitchen 
 

6:30 p.m.  
Helping Hands 
Giveaway, YMCA 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Executive Council, 
Zoom 

18 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 

19 

20 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, 
Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Bell Choir 
 
1:30 p.m. 
ONA Groups, 
Founders’ Rm./
Mayflower Rm. 

21 
Presidents’ Day 
Church Office Closed 
 

9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 

1:30 p.m.  
Tutoring, kitchen 
 

2:00 p.m.  
E. Fischer Lessons 
 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Mayflower  

22 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Quilters, kitchen 
 

23 
 
9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal, 
Zoom 

24 
 
9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 

25 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 
3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 

26 

27 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School, 
Zoom 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service 
 
11:30 a.m. 
Bell Choir 

28 
 

9:00 a.m.  
AARP Tax Prep 
Founders’ Rm. 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Prayer Circle, Zoom 
 

1:30 p.m.  
Tutoring, kitchen 
 

2:00 p.m.  
E. Fischer Lessons 
 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Mayflower  

1 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Quilters, Kitchen 

2 
Ash Wednesday 
 
Watch for details to 
be announced about 
the Ash Wednesday 
service on Zoom. 

3 4 5 

FEBRUARY 2022  
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Deacons Doings 
Mary Williams, Chair 
The Deacons meet on the second Tuesday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The Deacons focus on the 

spiritual life of our church and its relationship to the 

wider community.   The Deacons are pleased to 

welcome Brad Morrison to the board to fill a vacancy. If 

you are interested in being part of this Board, please 

contact the church office or Mary Williams. 
 

Who’s Who on the Board of Deacons? 
 

Mary Williams, Chair 

Samantha Gage, Clerk 

Norma Kinney, Cheer Writer 

Rose Laughlin, Helping Hands 

Karen Mallozzi, Prayer Circle  

Brad Morrison, new member 

Linda Oehme, Christian Education and A2A,  

                         Usher/Liturgist Coordinator 

Jessica Posner, Cheer Writer 

Pastor John Steitz 
 

Core Value: Neighborhood Engagement 
 

Helping Hands: The Deacons will continue to allocate 

$150 each month in 2022 for the purchase of personal 

care items for the Helping Hands Project.  Rose 

Laughlin, with help from Ruth Tucker, will be 

coordinating our efforts.  We are seeking members of 

the congregation to assist with this project through 

donations of time and/or contributions. If you can help, 

please speak to Rose, a Deacon, or let Cheri know in 

the church office. 
 

Core Value: Loving Church Family 
 

Prayer Circles: Can we pray for you? The Noon Prayer 

Circle meets on Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 

10:00 a.m. Email your prayer requests to the church 

office or join us via Zoom. Please join us for prayer, 

conversation, and laughs! 

 

Daily devotional booklets, These Days and The Upper 

Room are available by contacting the church office.  

 

Cheer Writers: The Deacons are seeking help from 

members of the congregation to write cards and letters 

to church members and friends.  This is an important 

way that we stay connected. Stationery and stamps 

provided! 
 

Core Value: Making Disciples 
 

Advent Calendar Collections: The Deacons will match 

the funds collected by the Sunday School children 

during Advent for use with the Helping Hands Project. 

The amount of the match is $90! 

 
 

Core Value: Spiritually Alive 
 

Worship and Music: we continue to meet in person 

for worship. Nearly all of the equipment needed for 

the LiveStream has been installed and is running 

smoothly. The Deacons monitor worship attendance 

numbers and the number of views of the livestream 

each month. Do you have an idea to bring more 

people into our church programs, in-person or on-

line?  If so, speak with Pastor John or a Deacon. 

The search committee has been meeting regularly to 

find the next settled pastor. Several profiles have come 

in, and the committee members have been reading 

through them. David Gaewski, Conference Minister of 

the NY Conference, has been instrumental in guiding 

the group through the search process. With his help, the 

Search Committee was able to develop interview 

questions and conduct our first interview on January 

23.  We welcome your prayers as we continue along this 

spiritual journey, waiting for the pastor, who has 

already been called by God, to find the way to us. 

Members: Peter Williams, Jason Handy,  

Norma Kinney, Miranda Hunter, Jane Prime,  

Pat Burke, Elizabeth Barber-Breese 

Search Committee 
Update 

 The committee is still keeping a close eye on the 

COVD19 events happening in our area. Masks are still 

required while in the building, whether you are here for 

worship or another event. Of course, if you are reading, 

singing, or taking communion you may remove the 

mask. You will, at any of these times, be a safe distance 

from the closest person. 

 We, as a committee, have decided to continue recorded 

choir for hymns and anthems. We have decided to 

revisit this after Easter. 

 There has been another email/mailing to find out how 

many of us have been vaccinated and who has had the 

booster. It is important to know what percentage of our 

congregation is vaccinated. Of course your answers will 

be kept in confidence. Since our last request, there have 

been vaccines for 5 year olds and up and boosters for the 

rest of the vaccinated. Please take this very seriously 

and return the survey ASAP so we can continue to plan 

for the safest activities. 

Bob Oehme, Chair 

Mary Williams, Deacon and Note taker 

Pete Williams, Vice Moderator 

Opening Committee 
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Music Ministries 
Mary Williams, Director 

Live Stream 
Committee 
Bob Oehme, Chair 

 Our live streaming is moving forward. Most of the 

equipment is installed and we  are working with all of 

it. Jen Mallozzi is our Live Stream Director and Chris 

McSweeney is our AV Technician. We are now looking 

for an intern to work with the Live Stream staff and 

learn the program. If you are interested please contact 

the church office. 

 We are very pleased with what our team is doing. 

Remember, we are all amateurs. Jen and Chris have 

put in many hours working on this. We recently met 

with Justin Ocello, a professional in this area. He 

mentioned the fact that he has worked with some 

churches that took three years to get to where we are in 

five months. We will be discussing how Justin can help 

us to improve at our next meeting. We will also be 

watching and discussing the 1/23/22 service as a team 

to increase our efficiency and improve our recording. 

 Thank you all for your continued support. It means a 

great deal to all of us. 

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 

 families, families that may be going through 

particularly difficult times, families seeking God’s 

guidance; 

 those who are moving because of their work, those 

looking for work, and those looking for meaning in 

their work. 

 those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or 

surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital. 

 those who grieve over the death of someone they love. 

 our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our 

pastor, all staff members and committees. 

 peace in the world. 

 gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, 

and all those who feel isolated and alone. 

 all those affected by the worldwide Covid-19 

Pandemic 

 The Search Committee 

Prayer Concerns 

February 2, 9, 16, 23, 9:00—11:00 a.m. (Breakfast provided) 
At The Place, 22 East Main St.  - Call 336-9696 to register. 

youthservices@theplacenorwich.com 

17 Jason Yantz 
22 Norma Kinney 
24 Linda Oehme 
25 Irene Sobers 
28 Gwendolyn Breese 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
1 Betty Yeahl 
4 Bonnie Connolly 
6 Rose Laughlin 
9 Matthew Craig 
16 Audrey Aitken 

February Celebrations 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Jack Brereton and Cynthia Maynerd  2/4/19 

Core Value: Spiritually Alive 
The work of our musicians helps to deepen the spiritual 

experiences of our congregation. Preludes, postludes, 

hymns, anthems and special music are carefully chosen 

each week to enhance the worship experience and to 

amplify the messages brought to us in the scripture 

passages and the sermon. Music has the ability to 

speak to our spirits in ways that go beyond words. 

 

ZOOM Choir continues to meet on Wednesday evenings 

at 7:00 p.m. to work on virtual hymns and anthems 

until we are able to return to congregational singing.   

 

The Handbell Ringers will be back in action in 

February after a short break following Christmas! We 

have really enjoyed making music together in person in 

the Nave.  Bell anthems are planned throughout Lent. 

 

Music Scholarships: As part of the music lesson 

scholarship program, recipients are asked to “give 

back” a musical offering to the church, if they are 

able.  On Sunday January 23, two of our music 

scholarship recipients Elspeth Hunter and Leona Tyler, 

sang a lovely duet called We Are the Body of Christ.  If 

you missed that worship service, the LiveStream is 

available (as are all of the others) on the church 

website (www.uccnorwichny.org/sermons).   

http://www.uccnorwichny.org/sermons
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Join us on Mondays— Post a rainbow selfie  
with the hashtag #rainbowmondays to show 
your support of the LGBTQ+ community.   


