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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

Norwich, New York  13815 

An Open and Affirming Church 

March 20, 2022 10:00 a.m. 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained 
from ONE LICENSE with license #735996-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting 
on the Word Worship Companion © 2012 

 

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers. 

 

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 

PRELUDE A Balm in Gilead Beatrice A. Miller  
 

WELCOME  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

GATHERING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

ONE: Everyone who thirsts:  
ALL:  Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and 

return so that you may live. 
ONE: All who are hungry for righteousness:  
ALL:  Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and 

return so that you may live. 
ONE: All who need the help of God:  
ALL:  Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and 

return so that you may live. 
 

INVOCATION  
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OPENING HYMN  
There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy (#23)   

  Frederick William Faber, 1854 

  Tune IN BABILONE  
  arr. Julius Roentgen, 1906 

 

TIME OF SHARING 

 

CHILDREN'S MOMENT  
    The Lord’s Prayer  
 

INCLUSIVE CHURCH PRAYER 

Living Mystery, whose way is not ours,  
whose name cannot be bought or sold: 
lead us from justice without compassion and sacrifice 
without mercy to a love which nurtures and a grace without 
price; through Jesus Christ, the true Bread.  Amen. 
 

TEACHING THE WAY OF JESUS 

 

PASTORAL BLESSING OF PEACE  
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 

OFFERTORY PLEDGE  
ONE:  We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength. 
ALL:  We pledge our whole selves to God. 
ONE:  We love our neighbors as ourselves. 
ALL:  We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors 

of reconciliation. 
ONE:  We love one another as Jesus loves us. 
ALL:  We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved 

Community in our life together. 
ONE:  We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to 

follow Jesus’ Way of Love. 
ALL:  We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’ 

Way of Love in the way we live our lives and 
practice our faith. 

 

We will not be passing the offering plates. Instead, they are located at 
both doors for your convenience as you enter or exit the Nave.  
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE READING - Isaiah 55:1-9 

 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LFGH your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the LFGH while he may be found, 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LFGH, that he may have mercy on 
them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    nor are your ways my ways, says the LFGH. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
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SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 63:1-8 

 

O God, you are my God, I seek you, 
    my soul thirsts for you; 
my flesh faints for you, 
    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
    beholding your power and glory. 
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
    my lips will praise you. 
4 So I will bless you as long as I live; 
    I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 
5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,[] 
    and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 

6 when I think of you on my bed, 
    and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
7 for you have been my help, 
    and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 
8 My soul clings to you; 
    your right hand upholds me. 
 

ANTHEM  
  Jubilance by Kevin McChesney 

    Hand Bell Choir 
 

SCRIPTURE READING - Luke 13:1-9 

 

At that very time there were some present who told him 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because 
these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners 
than all other Galileans? 

3 No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen 
who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do 
you think that they were worse offenders than all the others 
living in Jerusalem? 

5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, 
you will all perish just as they did.” 
 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found 
none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I 
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 find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 
soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 
dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next 
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 

SERMON  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INTERLUDE Lenten Interlude Brian Glyncannon 

 

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH  
United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the form of a doxology 

  

ONE:  We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,  
ALL:  God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and 

to your deeds we testify: 
ONE:  You call the worlds into being, 
ALL:  create persons in your own image, and set 

before each one the ways of life and death. 
ONE:  You seek in holy love to save all people from 

aimlessness and sin. 
ALL:  You judge people and nations by your righteous 

will declared through prophets and apostles. 
ONE:  In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified 

and risen Savior, you have come to us and shared 
our common lot,  

ALL:  conquering sin and death and reconciling the 
world to yourself. 

ONE:  You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 
ALL:  creating and renewing the church of Jesus 

Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all 
ages, tongues, and races. 

ONE:  You call us into your church to accept the cost and 
joy of discipleship, to be your servants in the service 
of others,  

ALL:  to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist 
the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism 
and eat at his table, to join him in his passion 
and victory. 
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Bulletin Notes: 
 

The Inclusive Church Prayer comes from Prayers for an Inclusive 
Church by Steven Shakespeare, Church Publishing: New York, 2009. 
 

Teaching the Way of Jesus section come from Youth Ministry as Peace 
Education by Elizabeth W. Corrie, Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 2021, 
and Teaching the Way of Jesus by Jack L. Seymour, Abingdon Press: 
Nashville, 2014. 

ONE:  You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins 
and fullness of grace,  

ALL:  courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 
your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal 
life in your realm which has no end. 

ONE:  Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS  
(Joys and prayers requests should be written on the prayer 
slips as you enter the Nave prior to the start of worship.) 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 

 

CLOSING HYMN   
 We Live by Faith and Not by Sight (#256)  

  Henry Alford, 1944 

  Tune: DUNLAP’S CREEK by Samuel McFarland, 1816 

  Harmonization by Richard Proulx, 1986 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE  Great King of Glory  Steven Scott 
 

Please remain seated until the usher dismisses you. 
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 Questions for Reflection 
Luke 13:1–9 tells the story of a fruitless fig tree that the 
owner is ready to cut down. The gardener, however, asks 
for a little more time. The gardener wants to tend and 
cultivate the soil in the hope that figs may yet grow. The 

gardener is open to a different future for this tree, in spite of 
its present condition. Think about my own life, or the life of 
someone I love, in relationship to this story: What needs 
special tending? What will cultivate the “soil” of daily life so 
that new growth, new possibilities, might emerge? 

And what can I learn from this gardener about allowing for 
a different outcome, a new possibility? 

 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Gracious God, 
this new day carries the potential for growth and new life. 
Help me to attend to those things in me 

that need care and attention. 
Sow your word in me 

that I may grow in faithfulness and understanding. 
Shake me out of dull routines, 
so that I may take part in the good news 

you continue to tell urgently and passionately. 
In Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

Household Prayer: Evening 
As I lie down this night in the shadow of your wings,  
God of my life, 
I know that you will be with me 

even as you have helped me through this day. 
Whether I am weary from the day, 
or whether the day has been a rich feast of blessings, 
I give thanks for your power and glory, 
which are present in every circumstance. 
As I give myself over to rest and sleep, 
I remember that your steadfast love is better than life. 
So, I pray, surround me with your love tonight and always. 
In the peace of Christ I pray. Amen. 



 

9 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
  

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS - Please fill out the prayer request 
form in the hallway as you enter the Nave prior to the service.   
  

GUEST SPEAKER NEXT SUNDAY - Rev. Gary Smith will be preaching 
on March 27th.  He is the Director of the Center for Racial Justice and 
works with the UCC New York Conference Anti-Racism Ministry.  After 
the service that day, he will talk about the “Let’s Talk Race” series. 
  

WHAT GOES WITH PEANUT BUTTER?  YOU! The Deacons invite 
you to join them in collecting JELLY for donation to Helping Hands. 
There is a collection basket in the Nave hallway for your donations. 
(Helping Hands holds a give-away of food and other donated items to 
anyone in need on the Third Thursday of the month from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
at the Norwich YMCA.) Thank you for your help. 
   

COVID-19 TEST KITS are available at the church office.  If you need 
one, pick up a box on Sunday, or make arrangements with the church 
office 607-334-3434 or office@uccnorwichny.org.   
  

COUNSELING FEE REIMBURSEMENT - The Susquehanna 
Association (of which we are a member), is offering a  Counseling 
Assistance program to reimburse half - up to $50 - of up to 6 counseling 
sessions provided by a licensed NYS therapist.  All you have to do is 
apply.  Details and an application are on the insert in this bulletin.  
  

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR MUSIC LESSONS – If you need 
help affording music  lessons, consider applying for a Music Scholarship. 
Applications are  available from the church office. For more information, 
talk with Meena Conant, Music Committee Chair.  
  

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are available.  Deadline to apply is 
April 15.  High School seniors and college students are welcome to 
apply.  You can download an application from our website at 
www.uccnorwichny.org/links or contact Cheri in the church office. 
   

SIGN UP FOR GREETER, USHER, LITURGIST OR FLOWERS.  Check 
the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board for openings for Greeter, Usher, 
or Liturgist.  Or consider donating altar flowers—you can bring in your 
own arrangement or have the church order one for you.  Flowers can be 
given in honor or in memory of someone if you wish.  
  

LOVE GOD, LOVE NEIGHBOR - Join us on Mondays to show our  
support, love and affirmation of those in the LGBTQ+ community by  
posting a rainbow selfie on your social media account with  
#rainbowmondays.  
   

IF YOU NEED HELP with something, please reach out to the church  
office, a Deacon or Pastor John. We’re here to help each other 
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 CALENDAR   
The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily at 9:30 p.m. 
and Fridays at 1:30 p.m.  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, on Zoom  
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Nave or www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
 

MONDAY MARCH 21  
9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm. 
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle on Zoom  
1:30 p.m.  K. Given Tutoring, upstairs  
2:00 p.m.  E. Fischer Lessons, upstairs  
3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi, Mayflower Rm. 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 22 

1:00 p.m.  Quilting Circle, Kitchen  
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 

9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm. 
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle on Zoom  
3:30 p.m.  J. Handy Lessons, upstairs  
7:00 p.m.  Zoom Choir Rehearsal   
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24 

9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm. 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25 

10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle, on Zoom  
3:30 p.m.  J. Handy, Lessons  
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 27 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, on Zoom  
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Nave  or www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2 

 Rev. Gary Smith will share the Word. 
11:00 a.m. Rev. Gary Smith will talk about the “Let’s Talk Race” series 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
 

 

Watch a live stream of our service Sundays at 10:00 a.m. at 
www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2 

 

Past worship services can be viewed at  
www.uccnorwichny.org/sermons 



MINISTERS:  All the People 

INTERIM PASTOR: Rev. John Steitz, 215-820-1650 (cell) 
MODERATOR: John Kolb 

CHAIR OF DEACONS:  Mary Williams 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES:  Mary Williams 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S/YOUTH MINISTRIES:  Linda Oehme  
PARISH COORDINATOR:  Cheri Oakley 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT:  Jennifer Mallozzi 
FAMILY COUNSELING MINISTRY:  Joanne Ferguson 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - By appointment only. 
 

CONTACT: 
Address:  11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815 

Telephone:  607-334-3434     
E-mail: office@uccnorwichny.org 

Web site:  www.uccnorwichny.org 

TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS IN MINISTRY OF SERVICE: 
  

Interim Pastor: Rev. John Steitz 

Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams 

Organist: Jason Handy 

Director of Children’s/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme   
Provisional Director of Inclusive Church Ministries: Braderick Morrison 

Sunday Sexton: Shea Breese 

Live Stream: Jennifer Mallozzi, Chris McSweeney 

Greeter:  Leona Tyler 
Usher: to be determined 

Liturgist: Ericka Tyler 

NEXT WEEK’S PARTICIPANTS - March 27 

Greeter:  Bob Oehme 

Usher: Ericka Tyler 
Liturgist: Linda Oehme 

Flowers: available 

Cover drawing by Judy Smith. 



March 20, 2022 

Covid-19 Safety Protocols (September 2021) 
• Face coverings will be required upon entry and exit to the building. 

(Masks will be available.) As of  2/27/22- masks may be removed while 
seated during the worship service. Social distancing of 6 feet (minimum) 
will be observed at all times. 

• Physical contact with those outside of your household should be 
avoided. 

• Everyone will be required to check in for attendance with the usher upon 
arrival. 

• Please consider coming early to allow time for signing and for a slower 
entry into the Nave due to social distancing. 

• At this time we are not able to accommodate childcare for children of 
any age. Children will remain in the Sanctuary and are asked to stay 
seated with their family/household. 

• Seating in the Nave will look very different. Our ushers may assist in 
seating you. Please keep in mind that you may not be able to sit in the 
pew you are accustomed to and that your seat may change from week 
to week. 

• The bulletins will contain everything you will need to follow along with the 
service (scripture, hymns, readings etc). They will be located in the pews 
and will be an indication as to where you can sit upon entry into the 
Nave. 

• Currently, due to State and Conference guidelines, we will be unable to 
sing along with the hymns, but we do encourage you to hum along with 
them. 

• Passing of the peace will be suspended at this time. 
• Hearing assistive devices will be available for those that need them. You 

will receive the headset in a bag. Please write your name on the bag 
and store the headset in the same bag for use during future services. 

• Offerings will be collected by placing your envelope in an offering plate 
upon entering or exiting the Nave. 

• Once the service is over, we will leave the building in an orderly manner 
to allow for social distancing. The ushers will dismiss the congregation 
row by row. 

• Coffee Hour and other such gatherings will remain suspended until 
further notice. 

• One person at a time will be allowed in the restrooms (unless family 
group). 

• Hand sanitizing stations are located near the Nave entrance hall and in 
each pew. Please wash your hands or use sanitizing stations frequently. 

• We ask that if you are not feeling well and /or may be exhibiting cold or 
flu-like symptoms, that you refrain from attending until you feel better. 

• Prayer requests can be emailed to the church office by Friday. On 
Sunday morning, we will utilize the prayer basket for prayer requests. 

• Disinfection Plan: our Custodian will disinfect all high touch surfaces, 
including rest rooms and seating areas, before and/or after weekly 
services. 


