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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

Norwich, New York  13815 

An Open and Affirming Church 

April 10, 2022 10:00 a.m. 
Palm Sunday 

*Please stand if you are able. 
 

 Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers. 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained 
from ONE LICENSE with license #735996-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting 
on the Word Worship Companion © 2012 

 

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 

PRELUDE 

 Improvisation on St. Theodulph  David Lasky  
 Tune: St. Theodulph, Melchior Teschner 
 

WELCOME 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: They brought the colt of a donkey to Jesus; and after throwing 

their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 
ALL: As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the 

road. 
ONE: As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of 

Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God 
joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, saying, 

ALL: “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” 

ONE: Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order 
your disciples to stop.” He answered them: 

ALL:  “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 
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INVOCATION 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS  
ONE: God be with you. 
MANY: And also with you. 
ONE: Let us give thanks to God. 
MANY: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
ONE: Let us pray. 
MANY: O God, Who in Jesus, the Christ entered Jerusalem, 

heralding a week of pain and sorrow, be with us now as 
we follow the way of the cross. In these events of defeat 
and victory, You have sealed the closeness of death and 
resurrection, of humiliation and exaltation. We thank You 
for these branches that promise to become, for us, 
symbols of martyrdom and majesty. Bless them and us 
that their use this day may announce in our time that 
Christ has come and that Christ will come again.  Amen!  
Come, Christ Jesus! 

 

*OPENING HYMN 

Combined Choirs of United Church of Christ and  
Broad Street United Methodist Church 

Mary Williams and Michael Moren Directors 

 

All Glory, Laud, and Honor (#216)   

  Words by Theodulph of Orléans, 9th Century 

  Translation by John Mason Neale, 1854 

  Tune: ST. THEODULPH by Melchior Teschner, 1615 

 

TIME OF SHARING 
 

CHILDREN'S MOMENT  
    The Lord’s Prayer  
 

INCLUSIVE CHURCH PRAYER  
Lord of the swaying palms,  
the stones of earth and beasts of burden bear witness to your coming: 
lead us from the violence of empire and the collusion of crowds to a heart 
of flesh, a world re-made and new song for all creation; 
through Jesus Christ, the Crucified God. Amen. 
 

TEACHING THE WAY OF JESUS  
 

PASTORAL BLESSING OF PEACE  
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
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OFFERTORY PLEDGE  
ONE:  We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
ALL:  We pledge our whole selves to God. 
ONE:  We love our neighbors as ourselves. 
ALL:  We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors of 

reconciliation. 
ONE:  We love one another as Jesus loves us. 
ALL:  We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved Community 

in our life together. 
ONE:  We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to follow 

Jesus’ Way of Love. 
ALL:  We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’ Way of 

Love in the way we live our lives and practice our faith. 
 

We will not be passing the offering plates. Instead, they are located at 
both doors for your convenience as you enter or exit the Nave.  

  

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING - Philippians 2:5-11 

 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8 

    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING - Luke 19:28-40 

 

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called 
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that 
has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 



 

5 

‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 So those 
who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they 
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; 
and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he 
rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was 
now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice 
for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying, 
“Blessed is the king 

    who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, 
    and glory in the highest heaven!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your 
disciples to stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
stones would shout out.” 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM  
Combined Choirs of United Church of Christ 
 and Broad Street United Methodist Church 

 Mary Williams, Director;  Jason Handy, Accompanist 
 

Palm Sunday Hosanna  Arranged by Joel Raney  
     Bill Pomares, flute Words by Jennette Threlfall, alt..   
  incorporating ELLACOMBE  
  Gesangbuch der H. W. K. Hofkapelle, 1784 

    
SERMON 

  

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INTERLUDE  
 Prelude in E Minor, Op. 28 No. 4  Frederic Chopin 

 

[PAUSE] 
 

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
ONE:  God in the highest, you came to us in a human being who 

humbled himself like a slave.  
ALL:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone.  
ONE:  We pray for the nations that worship power and might; may they 

be ruled by humility and peace. 
ALL:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone. 
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ONE:  We pray for the church and its leaders, that we may have the 

mind of Christ.  
ALL:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone. 
ONE:  We pray for the victims of human tragedies and disasters of 

nature. 
ALL:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone. 
ONE:  We pray for those who are in prison— the repentant and the 

unrepentant and those falsely accused.  
ALL:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone. 
ONE:  We pray for those who are ill or infirmed or are rejected because 

they are seen to be weak. 
ALL:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone. 
ONE:  God of compassion, through Jesus Christ you have come to us 

and shared our common lot. Mold us into people who show your 
mercy and keep us obedient to him whose name is above all 
other names— Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  

ALL:  Amen. 
 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 
 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  Arranged by Barbara B. Kinyon 

   Hand Bell Choir Tune: ELLACOMBE 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE  
   All Glory, Laud, and Honor Lloyd Larson  

 

 

Please remain seated until the usher dismisses you. 
  

 

 

 

Bulletin Notes: 
 

The Inclusive Church Prayer comes from Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
by Steven Shakespeare, Church Publishing: New York, 2009. 
 

Teaching the Way of Jesus section come from Youth Ministry as Peace 
Education by Elizabeth W. Corrie, Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 2021, 
and Teaching the Way of Jesus by Jack L. Seymour, Abingdon Press: 
Nashville, 2014. 
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Questions for Reflection 
The events of Holy Week make up the central story of our faith. Can we 
see the suffering of others in our world in the passion of Jesus? What 
are some ways that the daughters and sons of humanity are crucified 
today? How are we called to respond? 

 

Household Prayer: Morning 
God, as I enter into this new day, 
I ask that you keep me mindful 
of the profound nature of this Holy Week. 
Help me to go beyond the joyful parade of the palms 

and to follow Jesus into the suffering of this world, 
mindful that he was obedient to you, even to the cross. Amen. 
 

Household Prayer: Evening 
Thank you, God, for the gift of this day. 
If I remembered today my betrayals of you, 
remind me now of your steadfast love for me, 
as I give this day into your hands and rest in peace. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS - Please fill out the prayer request 
form in the hallway as you enter the Nave prior to the service.   
  

WHAT GOES WITH PEANUT BUTTER?  YOU! The Deacons invite 
you to join them in collecting JELLY for donation to Helping Hands. 
There is a collection basket in the Nave hallway for your donations 
through Easter. (Helping Hands holds a give-away of food and other 
donated items to anyone in need on the Third Thursday of the month 
from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the Norwich YMCA.) Thank you for your help. 
  

COVID-19 TEST KITS are available at the church office.  If you need 
one, pick up a box on Sunday, or make arrangements with the church 
office 607-334-3434 or office@uccnorwichny.org.   
  

COUNSELING FEE REIMBURSEMENT - The Susquehanna 
Association (of which we are a member), is offering a Counseling 
Assistance program to reimburse half - up to $50 - of up to 6 counseling 
sessions provided by a licensed NYS therapist.  All you have to do is 
apply. Forms are available from the church office.  
  

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR MUSIC LESSONS – If you need 
help affording music lessons, consider applying for a Music 
Scholarship. Applications are available from the church office. For more 
information, talk with Meena Conant, Music Committee Chair.  
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  SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are available.  Deadline to apply is 
April 15.  High School seniors and college students are welcome to 
apply.  You can download an application from our website at 
www.uccnorwichny.org/links or contact Cheri in the church office. 
  

SIGN UP FOR GREETER, USHER, LITURGIST OR FLOWERS.  
Check the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board for openings for Greeter, 
Usher, or Liturgist.  Or consider donating altar flowers—you can bring in 
your own arrangement or have the church order one for you.  Flowers 
can be given in honor or in memory of someone if you wish.  
  

LOVE GOD, LOVE NEIGHBOR - Join us on Mondays to show our 
support, love and affirmation of those in the LGBTQ+ community by 
posting a rainbow selfie on your social media account with  
#rainbowmondays.  
  

IF YOU NEED HELP with something, please reach out to the 
church office, a Deacon or Pastor John. We’re here to help each other. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
with Communion  

April  14  
Worship video available at 6 a.m. 

www.uccnorwichny.org/sermons 
 

 
EASTER SUNDAY  

April 17 - 10:00 a.m. 
In-person and live-stream 

www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2 
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CALENDAR   
The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily  
at 9:30 p.m. and Fridays at 1:30 p.m.  
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 10 - PALM SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, on Zoom  
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Nave or www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
3:00 p.m. Service at Chenango Valley Home 

6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum on Zoom 

 

MONDAY APRIL 11 

9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm. 
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle on Zoom  
1:30 p.m.  K. Given Tutoring, upstairs  
2:00 p.m.  E. Fischer Lessons, upstairs  
3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi, Mayflower Rm. 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 12 

1:00 p.m.  Quilting Circle, Kitchen  
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting, Zoom 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 

9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm. 
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle on Zoom  
3:30 p.m.  J. Handy Lessons, upstairs  
7:00 p.m.  Zoom Choir Rehearsal   
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 14 - Maundy Thursday 

Worship Video available on our website. 
1:00 p.m.  Piecemakers Meeting, Founders’ Rm. 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 15 - Good Friday 

9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm. 
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle, on Zoom  
3:30 p.m.  J. Handy, Lessons  
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17 - EASTER SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, on Zoom  
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Nave  or www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2 
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 Handbell Choir Members 

Lilit Danielyan, Maxine Gage, Jason Handy, Elspeth Hunter, John Kolb, 
Michael Moren, Linda Oehme, Amy Rogers, Ericka Tyler, Leona Tyler, 

Pete Williams, Mary Williams, Director 

All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 

Sopranos 

Pat Burke, Meena Conant, Jessica Hoople, Jessica Posner,  
Kacie Turnbull, Ericka Tyler 

 
Altos 

Megan Carpenter, Bonnie Connolly, Joyce Lawson, Jennifer Mallozzi, 
Linda Oehme, Mary Williams 

 
Tenors 

Jason Handy, Michael Moren, Brad Morrison, Pete Williams 

 
Basses 

Craig Lawson, James Moren, Bob Oehme 

 

Directors: Michael Moren, Mary Williams 

Organist: Bob Oehme 

 

 

Palm Sunday Hosanna 
 

Unison Choir 
Elspeth Hunter, Liam Hunter, Leona Tyler  

 
Sopranos 

Pat Burke, Meena Conant, Jessica Hoople, Jessica Posner,  
Ericka Tyler 

 
Altos 

Megan Carpenter, Bonnie Connolly, Miranda Hunter, Joyce Lawson, 
Jennifer Mallozzi, Donna Moren, Linda Oehme, Mary Williams 

 

Tenors 

Jason Handy, Michael Moren, Brad Morrison, Peter Williams 

 

Basses 

David Burch, Craig Lawson, Bob Oehme 

 

Flute: Bill Pomares 

Piano: Jason Handy 

Director: Mary Williams 

Choir Members 



MINISTERS:  All the People 

INTERIM PASTOR: Rev. John Steitz, 215-820-1650 (cell) 
MODERATOR: John Kolb 

CHAIR OF DEACONS:  Mary Williams 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES:  Mary Williams 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S/YOUTH MINISTRIES:  Linda Oehme  
PARISH COORDINATOR:  Cheri Oakley 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT:  Jennifer Mallozzi 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - By appointment only. 
 

CONTACT: 
Address:  11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815 

Telephone:  607-334-3434     
E-mail: office@uccnorwichny.org 

Web site:  www.uccnorwichny.org 

TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS IN MINISTRY OF SERVICE: 
  

Interim Pastor: Rev. John Steitz 

Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams 

Organist: Jason Handy 

Director of Children’s/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme   
Sunday Sexton: Shea Breese 

Live Stream: Jennifer Mallozzi, Chris McSweeney 

Usher: to be determined 

Liturgist: Bob Oehme 

Cover Drawing: Judy Smith 

NEXT WEEK’S PARTICIPANTS - 4/17 

Usher: Ericka Tyler 
Liturgist: Linda Oehme 

Remembering Margaret Hust by her family. 



April 10, 2022 

UCC Norwich Reopening Guidelines   
Revised 03/31/22 

 

COVID Protocols that have been modified: 

● Face coverings in the church building will be optional 

● Social distancing of 6 feet is still recommended. 

● Childcare will be available again beginning in September 2022  

● Parishioners may choose their own seating in the Nave. 
Distancing between non-family groups is still recommended.  

● Hymnals, Pew Bibles will be accessible in the pew racks and 
may be used. 

● Congregational singing is now permitted.  

● Prayer requests may be spoken during the worship service or 
may be submitted in the prayer basket. (Usher will bring 
microphone around to congregation. Microphone cover will be 
supplied) 

● Coffee Hour will resume April 24, 2022 and will be hosted and 
coordinated by the Deacons. 

 

COVID Protocols that remain in place: 

● Passing of the peace will continue to be suspended at this time. 

● Offerings will be collected by placing your envelope in a basket 
upon entering or exiting the Nave. 

● Communion will be offered in the pews using individually 
portioned elements. 

● Hearing assistive devices will be available for those that need 
them.  You will receive the headset in a bag.  Please write your 
name on the bag and store the headset in the same bag for use 
during future services. 

● Hand sanitizing stations are located near the Nave entrance hall 
and in each pew. Please wash your hands or use sanitizing 
stations frequently. 

● We ask that if you are not feeling well and /or may be exhibiting 
cold or flu-like symptoms, that you refrain from attending until 
you feel better. 

● Disinfection Plan: our Custodian will disinfect all high touch 
surfaces,  including rest rooms and seating areas,  before and/or 
after weekly services. 

 

 

 


