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208

th
June Annual Meeting 

of the  
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Sunday, June 26 
following the Worship Service  
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All members are encouraged to attend.  
We will be voting on the 2022-23  

Board Members and Officers. 
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From the Pastor 
Rev. John Steitz 

I am writing this article several days after Rev. 

Jason Boyd was Called as the next settled pastor 

at UCC Norwich. Blessings to you all. One of the 

primary responsibilities of an intentional interim 

minister is to prepare the way for the next pastor. 

I want to publicly extend to Pastor Jason my 

welcome, my best regards, and offer my assistance 

as he sees helpful. I will do what I can to help with 

a smooth transition. 

During the past six weeks I have been active in 

my own search process. I have interviewed at 

about a half dozen UCC congregations, in most 

cases multiple times. I have accepted and signed a 

contract to be the settled pastor at a congregation 

very close to my home in southeastern 

Pennsylvania. My candidate weekend is June 25 – 

26. Pending being Called on June 26th, my start 

date is July 20, 2022. (Once I am actually Called to 

this congregation I will share more details.) My 

last Sunday at UCC Norwich will be July 17th. 

When I first went into local church ministry in 

1995 one hope I had was to figure out how to 

integrate faith-rooted justice ministry into the life 

of a local church. As I reflect on my time at UCC 

Norwich, and what a gift it has been to serve here, 

I am aware that a shift in my understanding of 

pastoral ministry has taken place while I have 

been at UCC Norwich.  

Before entering local church ministry my focus 

had been on peace and justice work. This faith-

rooted justice work had been intensive and 

rewarding, but I came to the conclusion that there 

needed to be a stronger congregation-based 

component. That faith-rooted work for peace and 

justice needed a strong base in local congregations. 

I was under no illusion that this would be easy, 

although in retrospect I didn’t think it would be as 

hard either. 

When I came to UCC Norwich in November 

2019 I had been a local church pastor for nearly a 

quarter century. In those almost 25 years the 

demands of a local church often pulled me away 

from being able to do faith-rooted justice work. As 

an intentional interim minister there were several 

occasions where I went into a conflicted 

congregation. There my peace and justice skills 

needed to be fully focused on conflict 

transformation within that local church. (Several 

of these were very successful. One almost did me 

in.) 

At several points I was able to engage in faith-

rooted justice ministry: 
 

• In 1998 – 2000 I initiated and helped carry out 

a national Stop the Hate campaign that 

enlisted more than 300 national and regional 

faith leaders as endorsers and that mobilized 

congregations in more than 1,000 communities 

across the USA.  

• In one community I enlisted other local pastors 

in a joint “Preach–Out” on ending violence 

against women. This took two years to 

organize, but we had priests at three Roman 

Catholic churches, about a dozen mainline 

Protestant congregations, and two Jewish 

synagogues participate. We estimated 

attendance at about 10,000 (mostly at the three 

Catholic churches). Working with the local 

domestic violence prevention agency I was able 

to help organize an ongoing faith outreach 

team to build on this work. 

• In 2013 (working part-time as a “justice 

chaplain”) I was tasked with developing a 

Faith Leaders Table in Montgomery County, 

Pennsylvania for POWER Interfaith. This led 

to the creation of POWER Metro. Later in 2016

-2018, I (as a volunteer) helped start POWER 

Bucks (County). POWER Interfaith organizes 

congregations for faith-rooted justice work. 

Organizing faith leaders is the first step. 
 

When I came to UCC Norwich I hoped to be able 

to become very active in community engagement 

ministry. The pandemic made this very difficult. It 

turns out that community engagement is really 

hard to do remotely. Who knew? I am however 

grateful that we were able to develop an Inclusive 

Church committee. I am also grateful for the work 

that others, especially Brad Morrison and Katie 

Izzo, put into that Open and Affirming Forum, and 

to all who participate in #RainbowMondays.  

The shift in my understanding of pastoral 

ministry grew out of the work on the church profile 

here. As we were working on the section on who we 

are as a congregation, my observations about UCC 

Norwich led me to believe that just about 

everything here could be summed up in four core 

values, each grounded in the Gospel: loving God, 

loving neighbor, loving one another, and teaching 

Jesus’ way of love. The Transition committee 

revised the language somewhat to more closely 

align with UCC Norwich. 

Our core values statement – Spiritually Alive, 

Neighborhood Engagement, Loving Church 

Family, and Making Disciples, for example 
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Search Committee 

June 5th is the festival of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost which ends the 50 days of Easter.  It is 

the festival of fire and wind and spirit.  The color is 

a vivid red signifying the “tongues of fire” which 

rested on each disciple.  At Pentecost we celebrate 

not only the Holy Spirit poured out on the disciples 

but God’s Spirit at work today and the gifts of the 

Spirit we each have been given. 

The last day of Sunday School, until fall, will 

be on June 5th with an Intergenerational Worship 

Service and the Sunday School participants 

receiving their stoles and certificates.  We are 

hoping to return to in person Sunday School some 

time in September with the possibility of a hybrid 

model so that our long distance children can 

continue to participate.  Updates to follow as we 

get closer to September.  

Again thank you for your prayers and support. 

All you do and have done is really appreciated, 

especially from me.   

Children and Family 
Ministries 
Linda Oehme, Director 

Help Decorate the 
Founders’ Room 
The Founders’ Room has been repainted 
and plans will be made to add some new 
decorations to reflect the ministries and 
core values of our church. The Deacons 
are seeking individuals interested in 
forming a sub-committee to work on this. 
Please talk to Mary Williams or contact 
the church office if you would like to 
volunteer. 

grounds the work of the Inclusive Church 

committee. The Board of Deacons organizes its 

meetings and work around these four core values 

as well. As I have worked with you I have grown to 

appreciate that these four, plus a fifth “equipping 

the saints” (Ephesians 4:11-12), are the core values 

that drive my pastoral ministry.  

This has led to the shift I mentioned earlier.  

Whereas my initial hope was to integrate faith-

rooted justice ministry into the life of a local 

congregation, my hope now is to be able work with 

a local church in living out of these core values. 

Everything flows out of loving God, loving 

neighbor, loving one another, teaching Jesus’ way 

of love, (and equipping the saints.) The shift has 

led me to go deeper, to articulate core values, and 

to base ministry on this.  

These core values are common ground. We 

might differ in how we see going about living out of 

these core values, but I’ve never been in a local 

church that won’t affirm loving God, loving 

neighbor, loving one another, and teaching Jesus’ 

way of love. I’ve served at fifteen congregations so 

I’m very aware that the context changes and the 

way that these core values are expressed differs. 

The core values, which are Gospel values, New 

Testament values, is a bedrock for local church 

ministry.  My hope is that as I move on from UCC 

Norwich I can continue to ground my pastoral 

ministry in these core values.  

I thank you all for this insight and deepening of 

my understanding of pastoral ministry. 

       – Pastor John 

The Search Committee is pleased to announce 

that on May 22, the congregation voted to call 

Rev. Jason Boyd as our new settled pastor. We 

are thankful for God’s leading in finding the right 

pastor for our church.  Rev. Boyd will officially 

begin his time here on September 1.  Welcoming 

our new pastor is an exciting way to start the 

new church year! 
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Core Value:  
Loving Church Family 

It was wonderful to see so many members and 

friends at the worship service on May 22 led by 

Jason Boyd. Mr. Boyd was later accepted by a 

formal vote to become the next settled pastor of 

our congregation. (More information on Jason can 

be found elsewhere in this newsletter). We 

gathered afterward for a soup and bread luncheon 

hosted by the Deacons. 
 

Core Value:  
Neighborhood Engagement 

A new banner has been installed outside the 

church building. It shows a welcome in rainbow 

colors, the name of the church, and our website. 

Deacons Doings 
Mary Williams, Chair 

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering 

reflects the shared commitment of people across 

the United Church of Christ to cooperatively 

build up the UCC. Conferences and the national 

setting equally share the gifts given by members 

and friends through their local congregations. The 

funds raised support leadership development, 

new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in 

existing congregations.  By your generosity to this 

offering, you build up the Body of Christ. 

As God calls our congregations to be the church 

in new ways, your generosity will plant new 

churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches 

and develop the spiritual life in our youth and 

young adults. Our congregation will receive the 

STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, 2022. 
 

 

Core Value:  
Spiritually Alive 

We are seeking a talented musician to enrich 

the worship experience and support the music 

ministries of our church.  Please contact the 

church office or check the website for a job 

description and more information. Send a letter of 

interest and resume to  UCC, 11 West Main 

Street Norwich, NY 13815. 

 

 There are special worship services planned for 

each Sunday in June.  

June 5 Intergenerational Service and 

Pentecost Sunday 

June 12 Celebrating our Open and Affirming 

Commitment (Pride Sunday) 

June 19 Music Sunday 

June 26 Celebrating Members in Long-

standing and the Annual Meeting 

(Coffee Hour is tentatively scheduled 

after the service) 

Strengthen the Church Offering 
June 5, 2022 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

 

3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 

2 

 

12:30 p.m. 
S. Mason Tutoring 

3 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 

4 

5 - Pentecost 
 

10:00 a.m. 
Intergenerational  
Worship Service/
Comunion, Nave 

or livestream 

Strengthen the Church 
Offering 
 

11:00 a.m. Tentative 
Coffee Hour 
 

11:30 a.m.  
Bell Choir, Chapel 
 

6:00 p.m. 
LGBTQ+ Forum, Zoom 

6 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

1:30 p.m. 
K. Given Tutoring 

Kitchen 

 

2:00 p.m. 
E. Fischer Lessons 

 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Founders 
Rm. 

7 

 

1:00 p.m. 
PIecemakers 
Circle, Kitchen 

8 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

 

3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Choir, Zoom 

9 

 

12:30 p.m. 
S. Mason Tutoring 

 

1:00 p.m. 
PIecemakers Mtg., 
Founders’ Rm. 

10 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lessons 

11 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Ordination of 
Lynne Walton, 
Outreach 
Coordinator at 
Emmanuel 
Episcopal 
Church. See p. 
7. 

12 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Pride Sunday Worship, 
Nave or livestream 

Annual Meeting 

 

11:30 a.m.  
Bell Choir, Chapel 
 

6:00 p.m. 
LGBTQ+ Forum, Zoom 

13 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

1:30 p.m. 
K. Given Tutoring 

Kitchen 

 

2:00 p.m. 
E. Fischer Lessons 

 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Founders 
Rm. 

14 

 

1:00 pm..  
Piecmakers Circle, 
Kitchen 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Deacons Meeting, 
Zoom 

15 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

 

3:30 p.m. 
J. Handy Lessons 

 

6:00 p.m.  
Democratic Comm. 
Founders’ Rm. 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Choir, Zoom 

16 

 

12:30 p.m. 
S. Mason Tutoring 

 

6:30 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, Kitchen 

 

6:30 p.m.  
Helping Hands 
Distribution  
at the YMCA 

17 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

3:30 p.m.  
J. Handy Lesso 

18 

19 - Father’s Day 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Music Sunday Worship 
Service, Nave or 
livestream 

 

3:00 p.m. 
Service at Chenango 
Valley Home 

20 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

1:30 p.m. 
K. Given Tutoring 

Kitchen 

 

2:00 p.m. 
E. Fischer Lessons 

 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Founders 
Rm. 
 

4:00 p.m. 
J. Handy dress 
rehearsal, Nave 

21 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, 
Kitchen 

 

7:00 p.m.  
J. Handy Students 
Recital, Nave 

22 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

23 

 

12:30 p.m. 
S. Mason Tutoring 

24 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

25 

 

9:00 a.m. 
Diaper 
Distribution at 
FBC 

26 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Worship, Nave 

or livestream 

 

11:00 a.m. 
Annual Meeting, Nave 

 

11:15 a.m. 
Tentative Coffee Hour 

27 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

1:30 p.m. 
K. Given Tutoring 

Kitchen 

 

2:00 p.m. 
E. Fischer Lessons 

 

3:00 p.m. 
Tai Chi, Founders 
Rm. 

28 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, 
Kitchen 

29 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

30 

 

12:30 p.m. 
S. Mason Tutoring 

1 2 

June 2022 

The Muslim Community meets daily at 9:00 p.m. and 

Friday a�ernoons for prayer. 
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Prayer Circle  
by Karen Mallozzi 

Three times a week a small group of members 

of our church meet via Zoom to share in prayer the 

needs of church members, family, friends, and local 

and distant communities. We also discuss things 

that are happening in our lives and most days we 

have a Bible reading and discussion.  

Should you have a need for us to add your 

personal joys or concerns to these prayers or have 

questions, please contact the church office (607-334

-3434 or office@uccnorwichny.org).  We will hold 

your requests in confidence amongst our group. 

The prayer circle meets Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at 10:00 a.m.  All are welcome to join 

us.  

Contact the church office (607-334-3434 or 

office@uccnorwichny.org) or speak to Karen 

Mallozzi, Pat Burke or Mary Williams for the 

Zoom sign-in information. 

Dear UCC Family, 

On April 25, I underwent total right hip 

replacement surgery. The surgery has an 

extensive recovery period and requires me to be 

out of work for 8 to 12 weeks. I knew this would 

create a challenge for our family, but doctors felt 

the surgery was absolutely necessary in order to 

remove the joint that had been destroyed by 

osteonecrosis.  

Thanks to our church closet, I was able to 

secure a brand new walker to use after surgery. 

This was a huge relief during those first few weeks 

when I was unable to walk without assistance. In 

addition, when my health insurance decided not to 

cover any of the supplies I needed for recovery, I 

was gifted with a hip recovery kit from Amazon, 

an absolute lifesaver when it came to getting 

dressed, picking things up that were out of reach, 

and getting in and out of bed. 

Before my surgery, the UCC Deacons quickly 

set up a plan to have meals delivered to us from 

church members. Our freezer has been stocked full 

with casseroles, soups, and plenty of pizza! We’ve 

also had hot meals dropped off right at dinner 

time! I can not begin to describe how much my 

kids and I have appreciated these meals. Josiah 

and Leona have certainly been spoiled for the last 

few weeks! (Perhaps this slightly makes up for all 

the extra chores they have had to do around the 

house.) A very special thank you goes out to Mary 

Williams, Linda Oehme, and Pat Burke for the 

absolutely delicious home cooked meals they 

prepared for us. 

In addition to the walker, hip recovery kit, and 

plethora of delicious meals, I have also been 

blessed with monetary gifts. This has made a 

world of difference as we struggle to maintain our 

home without any income coming in. I am beyond 

grateful for these gifts and pray that there comes a 

time when I can do the same for someone else.  

To my UCC church family, I can not begin to 

thank you enough for the support you have 

provided for my family after my surgery. I 

appreciate everything that has been given and am 

eternally grateful for the support system that was 

put into place to provide for our needs. From the 

bottom of my heart, I thank you!  

 Blessings and peace, 

 Ericka  

Thank You 

The Deacons Fund  
Loving our Neighbors 
 

The Deacons Fund is used to help people in the 

church and the community who are in need.  So 

far this year, the Deacons Fund has: 
 

♦ helped with an overdue electric bill 

♦ helped with job training 

♦ purchased a mattress 

♦ assisted with rent 

♦ supported the First Baptist Church diaper 

project 

♦ provided assistance for someone stranded 

out of town 

♦ donated monthly toward items for the 

Helping Hands give-away.   
 

We are only half way through the year, and a 

significant amount has been given out of the fund 

already.   

Please consider giving a gift to support the 

Deacons Fund.  You can include it in your regular 

giving and indicate how much is for the Deacons 

Fund or make a donation separately.   
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Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 

♦ families, families that may be going through 

particularly difficult times, families seeking 

God’s guidance; 

♦ those who are moving because of their work, 

those looking for work, and those looking for 

meaning in their work. 

♦ those who are ill, who are recovering from illness 

or surgery, or who anticipate going to the 

hospital. 

♦ those who grieve over the death of someone they 

love. 

♦ our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, 

our pastor, all staff members and committees. 

♦ peace in the world. 

♦ gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered 

persons, and all those who feel isolated and 

alone. 

♦ all those affected by the worldwide Covid-19 

Pandemic 

Prayer Concerns 

PRAYER REQUEST: Our Conference Minister, 

Rev. David Gaewski and his wife Sueli are both 

experiencing some severe health challenges that 

require immediate medical leave.  At this time, 

they appreciate prayers and privacy.  If you 

would like to send cards or letters, please send 

them to the NY Conference, P.O. Box 487, 

Syracuse, NY 13209 and we will ensure that they 

receive them.   

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
A Memorial Service for Marilyn Kochersperger 

will be celebrated at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, June 

6, 2022, at the Rogers Environmental Education 

Center, 2721 State Highway 80, Sherburne, NY 

13460, where the Rev. Mary Rublee, pastor, 

Broad Street United Methodist Church of 

Norwich, will officiate. Friends are invited to 

stay thereafter to continue to share stories and 

memories of Mrs. K with her family. A private 

burial at Mt. Hope Cemetery will take place 

beforehand and at the convenience of the family. 

June: 
 1 Jane Prime 
 5 Jenna Bonney 
10 Catherine Hammons 
13 Jessica Posner 
18 Bill Aitken 
24 Elizabeth Brewer 
26 Brooke Bonney 
 Morgan Hagenbuch 
27  June Granz 
28  Jack Brereton 
 
Anniversaries 
06/10/2017   Richie and Jenna Bonney 
06/12/1993   Jeff and Janet Johnson 
06/15/1974   Bob and Linda Oehme 

Congratulations 
Lynne Walton, Outreach Coordinator at 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church for the last ten 

years, will be will be ordained a Deacon in The 

Episcopal Church on Saturday, June 11, 2022 at 

10:00 a.m. This is the first ordination at 

Emmanuel in 31 years and numerous clergy are 

expected to attend. 

The ceremony will take place at Emmanuel 

Episcopal Church, 37 West Main Street in 

Norwich. The public is cordially invited to attend 

the ceremony in-person or online at 

cnyepiscopal.org/ordination-walton.  

A festive free cookout will follow at 

Emmanuel’s Parish House. 

Congratulations and blessings, Lynne! 

Celebrations 



 
United Church of Christ 
First Congregational 
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Norwich, NY  13815-1612 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

The Trustees are exploring options for online giving.  If 
this is something you would utilize, please provide your 
name below and leave in the offering plate or return to the 
church office no later than June 15. 
 

   Yes, I am interested in online giving. 
 
   Name: __________________________________________ 
 

 
Place this form in the offering plate or return to the church office by June 15.  


