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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

Norwich, New York  13815 

An Open and Affirming Church 

May 8, 2022 10:00 a.m. 
Mother’s Day 

Festival of the Christian Home 

*Please stand if you are able. 
Cover drawing by Judy Smith. 
 

 Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers. 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained 
from ONE LICENSE with license #735996-A. All rights reserved. 
 

Prayers reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting 
on the Word Worship Companion © 2012 

 

 

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 

PRELUDE 

 Mallet Melody by Kevin McChesney 

    Hand Bells 

 

WELCOME  
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

GATHERING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE: Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
ALL: The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
ONE: Blessing and honor is yours, O God. 
ALL: Glory to God forever. Alleluia! 
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INVOCATION RESPONSIVE READING OF PSALM 23 

ONE:  The L;<= is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
ALL: He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 

 ONE:  He restores my soul.  
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 

 ALL:  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff —
they comfort me. 

ONE:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

ALL:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the L9:; my 
whole life long. 

 

*OPENING HYMN  
 Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us  #252
 (Tune: BRADBURY)  

 

TIME OF SHARING 
 

CHILDREN'S MOMENT  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, Who art in heaven 

hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts 

as we forgive our debtors. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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INCLUSIVE CHURCH PRAYER 

Eternal God,  
from whose gentle hands none can snatch us away:  
give faith to believe that we are known and loved with a 
passion strong enough to bring the whole world back to you; 
through Jesus Christ, who is one with the source of life. 
Amen. 
 

TEACHING THE WAY OF JESUS 

 

*HYMN   
 Help Us Accept Each Other  #insert (verse 2) 
 (Tune: AURELIA) 
 

PASTORAL BLESSING OF PEACE  
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 

OFFERTORY PLEDGE  
ONE:  We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength. 
ALL:  We pledge our whole selves to God. 
ONE:  We love our neighbors as ourselves. 
ALL:  We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors 

of reconciliation. 
ONE:  We love one another as Jesus loves us. 
ALL:  We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved 

Community in our life together. 
ONE:  We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to 

follow Jesus’ Way of Love. 
ALL:  We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’ 

Way of Love in the way we live our lives and 
practice our faith. 

 

We will not be passing the offering plates. Instead, they are located at 
both doors for your convenience as you enter or exit the Nave.  
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 Acts 11:1-18 Pew Bible NT p.135 

 John 10:22-30 Pew Bible NT p.107 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

 Christians We Have Met to Worship   

 Hand Bells arranged by Lloyd Larson.  
  Based on the hymn tune HOLY MANNA 

 

SERMON 

  

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

INTERLUDE  
 

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH  
United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the form of a 
doxology 
  

ONE:  We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,  
ALL:  God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and 

to your deeds we testify: 
ONE:  You call the worlds into being, 
ALL:  create persons in your own image, and set before 

each one the ways of life and death. 
ONE:  You seek in holy love to save all people from 

aimlessness and sin. 
ALL:  You judge people and nations by your righteous 

will declared through prophets and apostles. 
ONE:  In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified 

and risen Savior, you have come to us and shared 
our common lot,  

ALL:  conquering sin and death and reconciling the 
world to yourself. 

ONE:  You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 
ALL:  creating and renewing the church of Jesus 

Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all 
ages, tongues, and races. 
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ONE:  You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy 

of discipleship, to be your servants in the service of 
others,  

ALL:  to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist 
the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism 
and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and 
victory. 

ONE:  You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins 
and fullness of grace,  

ALL:  courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 
your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal 
life in your realm which has no end. 

ONE:  Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 
 

*CLOSING HYMN  
 I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me insert 
 (Tune: I'm So Glad) 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE 

Jubilant Fanfare  by Kevin McChesney 

   Hand Bells 

  

 

Bulletin Notes: 
 

The Inclusive Church Prayer comes from Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
by Steven Shakespeare, Church Publishing: New York, 2009. 
 

Teaching the Way of Jesus section come from Youth Ministry as Peace 
Education by Elizabeth W. Corrie, Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 2021, 
and Teaching the Way of Jesus by Jack L. Seymour, Abingdon Press: 
Nashville, 2014. 
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Question for Reflection 
Psalm 23 affirms that God supplies our every need. How do 
our lives change when we trust this great promise of God? 

 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Holy God, 
you have called a people to be your family 

out of every tribe, language, and nation, 

to love and serve you daily 

in a world of beauty, complexity, and diversity. 

Help us to honor and respect 

the dignity of difference 

as we seek to be one with you and each other 
this day and always. Amen. 

 

Household Prayer: Evening 
O Shepherd of all, 

you have brought us to the close of another day; 

for this gift and the blessings we now name, 
we give you thanks. . . . 

All that we have and all that we are come from you; 

and so, trusting in the goodness of your divine care, 

let us lie down this night in peace, 
that tomorrow we may rise to greet you in resurrection joy. 
Amen. 
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Handbell Ringers  
Megan Carpenter 
Hannah DeBates 

Maxine Gage 

Elspeth Hunter 
Bob Oehme 

Linda Oehme 

Amy Rogers  
Ericka Tyler 
Josiah Tyler 
Leona Tyler 

Pete Williams 

Mary Williams, Director 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
  

ON SUNDAY MAY 22 THE SEARCH COMMITTEE will 
introduce a Pastoral Candidate who will lead the worship 
service. A congregational vote will be taken, followed by a 
soup and bread luncheon (tentative). 
 

NO COFFEE HOUR  on 5/8 and 5/15.  A Soup & Bread 
Luncheon is tentatively planned for May 22 after the 
worship service.  More details will be announced as they 
become available. 
  
PLEASE REMEMBER to sign the attendance pads 
found in each pew and pass them on to others in your row. 
 

SUB-COMMITTEE FORMING - The Founders’ Room has 
been repainted and plans will be made to add some new 
decorations to reflect the ministries and core values of our 
church.  The Deacons are seeking individuals 
interested in forming a sub committee to work on this. 
Please talk to Mary Williams or contact the church office if 
you would like to volunteer. 
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POSITION AVAILABLE:  
Music Ministry Associate (beginning August 1, 2022) 
Job Description: We are seeking a talented musician to 
enrich the worship experience and support the music 
ministries of our church.  Skills needed: piano or organ skills, 
willingness to perform special music, participation in church 
music ministries including community outreach. Send letter 
of interest and resume to the church office (11 West Main 
St., Norwich NY 13815 or office@uccnorwichny.org).  
 

COVID-19 TEST KITS are available at the church office.  
They expire on May 22, 2022, so don't hesitate to take a 
couple.  Pick up a box on Sunday, or make arrangements 
with the church office (607-334-3434 or 
office@uccnorwichny.org.)   
  

IF YOU NEED HELP with something, please reach out to 
the church office, a Deacon or Pastor John. We’re here to 
help each other. 
 

IT’S ANNUAL REPORT TIME  
If you are responsible for one of the following, please get 
your report to the church office by May 31st.  
 

Executive Council, Nominating Committee, Board of 
Trustees, Memorial Gifts Committee , Board of 
Deacons, Historian, Director of Youth & Children’s 
Ministries, Director of Inclusive Church Ministries, 
Search Committee 

 

Copies of last year’s reports are available from Cheri Oakley, 
Parish Coordinator - office@uccnorwichny.org or call 607-

334-3434 and leave a message. 
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CALENDAR   
The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily  
at 9:30 p.m. and Fridays at 1:30 p.m.  
  

SUNDAY, MAY 8 - Mother’s Day 

9:00 a.m.  No Sunday School this week  
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Nave or www.uccnorwichny.org/live-

stream-2 

6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum, Zoom 

  

MONDAY MAY 9 

10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle, Zoom  
1:30 p.m.  K. Given Tutoring, kitchen 

2:00 p.m.  E. Fischer Lessons, upstairs  
3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi, Founders’ Rm. 
7:00 p.m. Monday Evening Musical Club Advanced 

Students and Scholarship Recipient recital, Nave 

  

TUESDAY, MAY 10 

1:00 p.m.  Quilting Circle, Kitchen  
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting, Zoom 

  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 

9:00 a.m. AARP Driver Safety Course, Founders’ Rm. 
10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle, Zoom  
3:30 p.m.  J. Handy Lessons, upstairs  
7:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal, Zoom 

  

THURSDAY, MAY 12 

12:30 p.m. S. Marson tutoring 

1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Meeting, Founders’ Rm. 
  

FRIDAY, MAY 13 

10:00 a.m.  Prayer Circle, Zoom  
3:30 p.m.  J. Handy, Lessons  
  

SUNDAY, MAY 15  
9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, Zoom 

10:00 a.m.  Worship, Nave  or www.uccnorwichny.org/live-

stream-2 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal 
6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum, Zoom 
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MINISTERS:  All the People 

INTERIM PASTOR: Rev. John Steitz, 215-820-1650 (cell) 
MODERATOR: John Kolb 

CHAIR OF DEACONS:  Mary Williams 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES:  Mary Williams 

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S/YOUTH MINISTRIES:  Linda Oehme  
PARISH COORDINATOR:  Cheri Oakley 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT:  Jennifer Mallozzi 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - By appointment only. 
 

CONTACT: 
Address:  11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815 

Telephone:  607-334-3434     
E-mail: office@uccnorwichny.org 

Web site:  www.uccnorwichny.org 

TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS IN MINISTRY OF SERVICE: 
  

Interim Pastor: Rev. John Steitz 

Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams 

Director of Children’s/Youth Ministries: Linda Oehme 

Provisional Director of Inclusive Church Ministries: 
Braderick Morrison  
Sunday Sexton: Shea Breese 

Live Stream: Jennifer Mallozzi, Chris McSweeney 

Usher: Linda Oehme 

Liturgist: Ericka Tyler 

NEXT WEEK’S PARTICIPANTS - 5/15 

Usher: 
Liturgist: Linda Oehme 

Flowers: 
 

The flowers are in remembrance  
of Theron Hust, given by his family. 



May 8, 2022 

UCC Norwich Reopening Guidelines   
Revised 03/31/22 

 

COVID Protocols that have been modified: 

● Face coverings in the church building will be optional 

● Social distancing of 6 feet is still recommended. 

● Childcare will be available again beginning in September 2022  

● Parishioners may choose their own seating in the Nave. 
Distancing between non-family groups is still recommended.  

● Hymnals, Pew Bibles will be accessible in the pew racks and 
may be used. 

● Congregational singing is now permitted.  

● Prayer requests may be spoken during the worship service or 
may be submitted in the prayer basket. (Usher will bring 
microphone around to congregation. Microphone cover will be 
supplied) 

● Coffee Hour will resume April 24, 2022 and will be hosted and 
coordinated by the Deacons. 

 

COVID Protocols that remain in place: 

● Passing of the peace will continue to be suspended at this time. 

● Offerings will be collected by placing your envelope in a basket 
upon entering or exiting the Nave. 

● Communion will be offered in the pews using individually 
portioned elements. 

● Hearing assistive devices will be available for those that need 
them.  You will receive the headset in a bag.  Please write your 
name on the bag and store the headset in the same bag for use 
during future services. 

● Hand sanitizing stations are located near the Nave entrance hall 
and in each pew. Please wash your hands or use sanitizing 
stations frequently. 

● We ask that if you are not feeling well and /or may be exhibiting 
cold or flu-like symptoms, that you refrain from attending until 
you feel better. 

● Disinfection Plan: our Custodian will disinfect all high touch 
surfaces,  including rest rooms and seating areas,  before and/or 
after weekly services. 

 

 

 


