


United Church of Christ, First Congregational
Norwich, New York

July 31, 2022 – In Person and Live Stream
Communion

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

PRELUDE [pre-recorded]

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew and pass it along
your row.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: We are children of God, learning to walk.
ALL: Day by day, we are learning to be the church.
ONE: God is a loving parent, teaching us to walk.
ALL: God loves us, leads us, and feeds us.

INVOCATION

PASTOR: Please stand and join in singing the opening hymn #395,
In Christ there is no East or West

OPENING HYMN In Christ there is no East or West
#395



TIME OF SHARING

PASTORAL BLESSING OF PEACE
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

DISCIPLESHIP PLEDGE (An Offertory Prayer)
ONE: We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
ALL: We pledge our whole selves to God.
ONE: We love our neighbors as ourselves.
ALL: We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors of

reconciliation.
ONE: We love one another as Jesus loves us.
ALL: We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved

Community in our life together.
ONE: We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to follow

Jesus’ Way of Love.
ALL: We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’ Way of

Love in the way we live our lives and practice our faith.

We will not be passing the offering plates. Instead, they are located
at both doors for your  convenience as you enter or exit the

Nave.
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION:
PASTOR:In Luke’s Gospel we read that Jesus, at the table with two

of the disciples, took bread and blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them, and their eyes were opened, and they recognized the
risen Christ in the breaking of the bread.



In the Acts of the Apostles we read that as the church was
gathered, often in the homes of the believers, Christians
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and community,
to the breaking of bread, and to prayers.

ALL: Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, we gather at your table to
know you in the breaking of the bread.

COMMUNION PRAYER:
PASTOR:Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the

gift of life and for your abiding love which brings us close to
you, the source of all blessing. We thank you for revealing your
will for us in the giving of the law and in the preaching of the
prophets.

ALL: We thank you especially that in the fullness of time you
sent Jesus, born of Mary, to live in our midst, to share in
our suffering, and to accept the pain of death at the hands
of those whom Jesus loved.

PASTOR: We rejoice that in a perfect victory over the grave you
raised Christ with power to become sovereign in your realm.

ALL: We celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to gather your
church by which your work may be done in the world and
through which we share the gift of eternal life. With the
faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your
holy name: Holy, holy, holy, God of love and majesty, the
whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High.

PASTOR: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion,
Jesus took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave
it to the disciples, saying, “This is my body which is broken for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

ALL: In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after supper,
saying: “This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PASTOR: Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of
bread and wine, and bless us that as we receive them at this



table, we may offer you our faith and praise, we may be united
with Christ and with one another, and we may continue faithful
in all things.
In the strength Christ gives us, we offer ourselves to you,
eternal God, and give thanks that you have called us to serve
you. Amen.

BREAKING BREAD AND POURING WINE
(Please lift up your elements as we break bread and pour wine)

PASTOR:Through the broken bread we participate in the body of
Christ.

PASTOR:Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life
Christ gives.

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS
PASTOR: Eat this for it is the body of Christ, broken for you.
PASTOR: Drink this, for it is the blood of Christ, shed for you.

(Open and partake of the elements at this time.)

PASTOR: Please join us in the Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
found in the bulletin.
 
UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have
known the presence of Christ and have received all Christ’s
gifts. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,
and let us show forth Your praise in our lives; through Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.



WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING
PSALM 107: 1-9, 43 Pew Bible OT p. 619

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love
endures forever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he
redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the
east and from the west, from the north and from the south. Some
wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to an inhabited town;
hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. Then they cried to
the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their
distress; he led them by a straight way, until they reached an
inhabited town. Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for
his wonderful works to humankind. For he satisfies the thirsty, and
the hungry he fills with good things.

Let those who are wise give heed to these things, and consider the
steadfast love of the LORD.

Here ends this reading of Scripture.

ANTHEM [Pre-recorded] Now Thank we all our God
#419

SCRIPTURE READING
Colossians 3:1-11 Pew Bible NT p. 215

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your
minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.



When Christ who is your[a] life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is
idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those
who are disobedient.[b] These are the ways you also once
followed, when you were living that life.[c] But now you must get rid
of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive[d]
language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that
you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have
clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal[e]
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all!

Here ends the Epistle reading.

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 12: 13-21 Pew Bible NT p. 76

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend,
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to
them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then
he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have
no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my
grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “‘Soul, you have
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’
But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29505a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29507b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29508c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29509d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29512e


they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves
but are not rich toward God.”

This is the Gospel of Jesus, the Christ.

SERMON

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE [pre-recorded]

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH
United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the form of a
doxology
 
ONE: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,
ALL: God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and to your

deeds we testify:
ONE: You call the worlds into being,
ALL: create persons in your own image, and set before each

one the ways of life and death.
ONE: You seek in holy love to save all people from aimlessness

and sin.
ALL: You judge people and nations by your righteous will

declared through prophets and apostles.
ONE: In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen

Savior, you have come to us and shared our common lot,
ALL: conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to

yourself.
ONE: You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit,
ALL: creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,

binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues,
and races.

ONE: You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of
discipleship, to be your servants in the service of others,



ALL: to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the
powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his
table, to join him in his passion and victory.

ONE: You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and
fullness of grace,

ALL: courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your
presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your
realm which has no end.

ONE: Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.
ALL: Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS

PASTOR: Are there any Prayer Requests?
 
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
 
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
 
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever.  Amen.



PASTOR: Please stand and join in singing the closing hymn #448,
Take My Life and Let It Be

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN Take My Life and Let It Be
#448

BENEDICTION
Remember, you never know when your life will be
demanded of you.
So do not be a fool who stores up riches for yourself,
but is poor toward God.

POSTLUDE [pre-recorded]

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE REMEMBER to sign the attendance pads found in each pew and pass
them onto others in your row. If you've already given us your contact information,
you don't need to fill that in each week unless there is a change.

NEXT TWO SUNDAYS we will be worshiping over at the First Baptist Church.
Please remember their service starts at 10:30 AM.

THE LIVESTREAM GROUP is looking for a second intern to learn the director's
role. This training will include instruction on the computer and programs that are
used in generating the livestream. Please contact Jen Mallozzi or the Church
Office if you are interested.

THE LGBTQ+ Forum meets every Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom for
discussion, fellowship and fun.  If you are interested in joining, contact the church
office at o 607-334-3434 or office@uccnorwichny.org.

IF YOU NEED HELP with something, please reach out to the church office or a
Deacon. We’re here to help each other.




