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United Church of Christ, First Congregational
Norwich, New York

July 10, 2022 – In Person and Live Stream

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

PRELUDE

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: Love the Lord your God,
ALL: with all your heart, and with all your soul,

and with all your strength, and with all your
mind!

ONE: Love your neighbor as yourself,
ALL: with all your heart, and with all your soul,

and with all your strength, and with all your
mind!

ONE: Do this and you will live!
ALL: Let us worship God!

INVOCATION



OPENING HYMN (recorded)
Thank Our God for Brothers, Sisters
#397

TIME OF SHARING

PASTORAL BLESSING OF PEACE
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
In this body of believers
there is no longer Jew or Greek,
no longer slave or free,
no longer male and female,
for we are all one in Christ.

In Jesus Christ all are invited
to be children of God through faith.

DISCIPLESHIP PLEDGE
ONE: We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and

strength.
ALL: We pledge our whole selves to God.
ONE: We love our neighbors as ourselves.
ALL: We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors

of reconciliation.
ONE: We love one another as Jesus loves us.
ALL: We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved

Community in our life together.



ONE: We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to
follow Jesus’ Way of Love.

ALL: We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’
Way of Love in the way we live our lives and
practice our faith.

We will not be passing the offering plates. Instead, they
are located at both doors for your  convenience as

you enter or exit the Nave.

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING

Psalm 82

God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:

2 “How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked? Selah

3 Give justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.

4 Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding;
they walk around in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 I say, “You are gods,
children of the Most High, all of you;



7  nevertheless, you shall die like mortals
and fall like any prince.”[a]

8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth,
for all the nations belong to you!

This ends the scripture reading.

SCRIPTURE READING  
Luke 10:25-37

An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,”
he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said
to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read
there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as
yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right
answer; do this, and you will live.”

29 But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And
who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving
him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down
that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a
Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when he
saw him he was moved with compassion. 34 He went to
him and bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil and



wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out
two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take
care of him, and when I come back I will repay you
whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do
you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

This is the Gospel of Jesus the Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM (Mary Solo prerecorded)
Jesu, Jesu Fill Us with Your Love
#498

SERMON

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH
United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the form
of a doxology

ONE: We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,
ALL: God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, and

to your deeds we testify:
ONE: You call the worlds into being,



ALL: create persons in your own image, and set
before each one the ways of life and death.

ONE: You seek in holy love to save all people from
aimlessness and sin.

ALL: You judge people and nations by your righteous
will declared through prophets and apostles.

ONE: In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified
and risen Savior, you have come to us and shared our
common lot,

ALL: conquering sin and death and reconciling the
world to yourself.

ONE: You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit,
ALL: creating and renewing the church of Jesus

Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all
ages, tongues, and races.

ONE: You call us into your church to accept the cost and
joy of discipleship, to be your servants in the service
of others,

ALL: to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist
the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism
and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and
victory.

ONE: You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins
and fullness of grace,

ALL: courage in the struggle for justice and peace,
your presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal
life in your realm which has no end.

ONE: Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.
ALL: Amen.



SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS
PASTOR: Are there any Prayer Requests?

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
 
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
 
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever.  Amen.

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

*CLOSING HYMN (recorded)
There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy
#23



BENEDICTION (Pastor John)

Go and bear fruit!
Go and do!
Live a life that is worthy of the Lord.
Give joyful thanks to God
through loving your neighbor,
through doing justice,
through speaking out,
and through defending those
who are weak and oppressed.

POSTLUDE


