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WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sundays, 10:00 a.m. in the Nave 

Click here for live stream. 

Click here for Covid Safety protocols. 
 

 

Ministers: All the People 

Pastor and Teacher: Rev. Jason Boyd 

Moderator: John Kolb 
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Organist: Jason Handy 

Organist Emeritus: Bob Oehme 
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From the Pastor 
Rev. Jason Boyd 

Some words of wisdom from Thomas Merton: 

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I 

do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for 

certain where it will end.” 

Do you remember what you were doing one 

year ago today? I suspect most of us do not, 

although Facebook now often reminds us of that – 

or 2 years ago, or 5, or, anyway …. 

It’s still mid-September as I write this, but as it 

is the October newsletter, I am going to suppose 

that you are reading this on October 1. This also 

lets me bring in a “one year ago today” story. One 

year ago today, I woke up in Tirana, Albania, went 

to the airport, and flew to Paris. Once I arrived in 

Paris, I made my way to the rental car counter, 

and embarked on a journey I had been waiting 

decades to undertake: Normandy. I love to road 

trip, and doing so in Normandy was a dream for 

me. 

Before I get to what you’re expecting me to say 

next, I want to note that if the DNA test from 

ancestry.com is correct, in a very ancient way I 

was actually going home on this trip. It turns out 

that it is extremely likely that I have ancient 

ancestors who probably behaved very badly in that 

region of France roughly a thousand years ago, 

including marauding Vikings and a few Saxons 

that probably needed to be put in time out. :) 

But when I said Normandy, you thought of D-

Day. Normandy is a place I had longed to see for 

the historical nature of it, thinking about all that 

took place on those beaches in 1944. There are 

very few of left now with adult memory of what the 

world was like then. Visiting places to help myself 

understand things which may actually be beyond 

my comprehension has been part of my travel for a 

long time. Mid-afternoon that day one year ago, I 

reached my destination. I visited the American 

Cemetery there, and took a long walk on Omaha 

Beach. It truly is one of the most beautiful beaches 

I have ever seen; it made it harder to imagine 

what happened there in June 1944. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unlike Merton’s words, I did have an idea 

where I was going. But indeed he was right in 

saying I could not know for certain where it will 

end. I can confirm that with factual events – I had 

no idea that I was going to get to see the end of day 

ceremony at the American Cemetery where the 

flag is lowered and the anthem is played. But 

larger than that, with this journey, and every 

journey, it is not so much the end but the journey 

itself that holds meaning and promise. 

I tell you this story in part because it’s 

something more about me that is fun to share with 

people just getting to know me. However, I share it 

more because a journey is what we are now on 

together. Whether or not we see the road ahead or 

know where it all will lead is not what matters 

most. That which matters most, beloved ones, is 

that we are on the journey together, walking in the 

footsteps of Christ. We will be traversing many 

roads together, we won’t always see the roads 

ahead, but we may be confident in our knowledge 

that God is guiding us.  

This journey also reminds us of not just who we 

are, but whose we are.  Who we are is God’s 

people, and whose we are is God’s. On a coastal 

drive in Normandy or running an errand down 

Route 12, we can be confident of always being on 

the right road when we are following God. I’m so 

blessed to be on this road trip with you! 

 Blessings, 

 Pastor Jason 

Pastor Jason, Omaha Beach - October 1, 2021 

American Cemetery at Omaha Beach - October 1, 2021 
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Deacons Doings 
Mary Williams, Chair 

Core Value: Neighborhood Engagement 
 

Neighbors in Need: Behold! 

Special Collection, Sunday October 2, 2022 
 

Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your 

fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out 

against you…    James 5:4 
 

In 2022, the Neighbors in Need “BEHOLD!” 

offering focuses on economic justice. With inflation 

impacting all of our households, the United Church 

of Christ has prepared a way to discuss this 

through a faith lens. Available on the 

ucc.orgwebsite are four mini scripture studies 

which include discussion questions, additional 

background information, further reading 

suggestions and three coloring pages. Check out 

the resources here: 

https://www.ucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/

Quick-link-resource.pdf 

 

 
Core Value: Spiritually Alive 
 

Special Worship Services 
 

October 2 World Communion Sunday 

10:00 a.m.   
 

October 9 Blessing of Pets and Stuffed  

10:00 a.m.  Animals (See page 6.)   

12:00 p.m. 
 

November 13 Installation Service  

3:00 p.m.  followed by Church dinner 

 

 
Core Value: Loving Church Family 
 

The Deacons will be working on a digital picture 

directory to help Pastor Jason learn our faces and 

family connections.  We will be asking individuals 

and families to submit photos to the church 

office.  Or, if you prefer, Elspeth Hunter, our 

Sunday Sexton and member of the Board of 

Deacons, will be available to take your photo on 

Sunday mornings.  Contact information and photos 

will be available digitally to church members only 

and will be password protected. We also plan to 

have hard copies available as well.  More 

information on how to submit your photos will be 

coming. 

 Core Value (8/21/22 service) 
Neighborhood Engagement 
by Jason Handy 

Our church’s commitment to Neighborhood 

Engagement is based on the Great Commandment: 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” This 

sounds simple enough, but what does it mean to 

love your neighbor as yourself? How do we act as 

good neighbors in our community? And why is this 

so important as to make it one of our church’s four 

core values? 

I think a great place to start in discovering how 

to love your neighbor as yourself is to ask: “How do 

you love yourself?” What do you, as an individual 

and as a member of a community, need in order to 

feel loved? According to Maslow’s hierarchy of 

needs, Love and Belonging is only the third step in 

the hierarchy - below that, we need to fulfill our 

physiological and safety needs. Physiological needs 

may seem obvious, but for those facing hunger, 

homelessness, lack of heat or hygiene, they will be 

unable to feel love and belonging until these needs 

are met.  

Our church already recognizes the importance 

of fulfilling these needs by providing support to 

local non-profits including the Safe Sleep infant 

crib project, Helping Hands, the community diaper 

giveaway, the Food Pantry and our annual 

Thanksgiving Basket program. But given the 

strikingly high poverty rates facing our 

community, I think it is always worth asking 

ourselves whether we do enough to ensure that our 

neighbor’s basic physiological needs are being met. 

We cannot love our neighbors as ourselves if our 

neighbor’s most basic needs are not met.  

After fulfilling our physiological needs, the 

next step in Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is Safety. 

Without feeling safe in their environment, 

individuals cannot achieve a sense of love and 

belonging. To be blunt, the Christian church has 

not always done a good job of creating a safe 

environment for all. In fact, Christian churches 

often led the charge in making LGBTQ+ people 

feel unsafe in their communities. Many have 

warped Christian theology into a weapon of racial 

hatred, and our churches remain one of the most 

segregated institutions in our country. These 

historical wrongs are why it is so important that 

we commit to creating a church where everyone 

feels safe to be themselves. This takes much more 

than putting a sign on the door that says “All Are 

Welcome,” although that can be a great place to 

start. When communities have received messages 
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Trustees  
Ed Tucker, Chair 

Children and Family 
Ministries 
Jessica Posner, Interim Director 

of hate and exclusion for generations, it is our job 

to convince them otherwise by demonstrating the 

most extravagant welcome we can.  

In recent years, our church has taken fantastic 

steps in this direction. In 2020, we started our 

LGBTQ+ forum, and committed ourselves to 

ensuring that our Open and Affirming status was 

more than just a sign on a door, but a way of life 

for our church. We must continue this work, 

because until all our neighbors can feel safe in our 

church, we cannot love them as we do ourselves.  

Finally, when our neighbors’ physiological and 

safety needs are met, they can be open to feeling 

love and belonging. This brings me back to my 

earlier question: If we are to love our neighbors as 

ourselves, it’s worth asking, “how do we love 

ourselves?” When our physiological and safety 

needs are met, what do we need to feel love and 

belonging? I think there is no one simple answer to 

this question. We can feel loved when a friend calls 

us to wish us a happy birthday. We can feel loved 

when someone lends a helping hand in a time of 

need. We can feel loved when someone lets their 

guard down to sit and listen to your troubles. Love 

can look like many different things, but at its root, 

it is a person-to-person affair, and it often feels 

vulnerable.  

I think we should keep this in mind when 

remembering to love our neighbor as ourselves - 

that it is not always as simple as writing a check 

or clicking the “like” button. It is a way of being 

that requires vulnerability and action.  Let us 

continue to honor our core values by committing to 

love our neighbors as ourselves, even when it feels 

vulnerable to do so. Amen.  

In Person Sunday School on October 2nd at  

9:00 a.m. upstairs at the church.  Also combined on 

Zoom for those who are not able to be here.  

Contact the church office for login information. 

The Trustees assigned duties to their members at 

their last meeting.  Positions are as follows for the 

next year:  

Chair- Edwin Tucker 

Secretary- Jen Mallozzi 

Building & Grounds- Chris McSweeney 

Executive Council Rep- Jeff Johnson 

Missions- Judy Smith 

Stewardship- Miranda Hunter; 

Personnel- Bob Oehme 

Gary Gray will help with Missions and 

Stewardship. 
 

 Committees have until October 10th to make 

requests for budget items for 2023. Requests are 

important so on October 23rd the Trustees can 

present the first review of the budget. 

 Stewardship Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, 

November 13th and the final budget will be 

presented to the church membership on  Sunday, 

December 11th.  

Monday Evening Musical Club  
presents  

 Matt Nakoa  
performing his 

“Antique Dances”  

October 17, 7:00 p.m. 
United Church of Christ  

11 West Main St., Norwich  
 

Free and open to the public. 
 

Free will donations accepted for the scholarship fund.  
 

Livestream will be available at  

facebook.com/mondayeveningmusicclub. 
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SUNDAY  MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

      1 

2  World Communion Sunday  
 

9:00 a.m.  Nursery 

 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 

10:00 a.m. Worship/Communion 

 Neighbors in Need Offering 

 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
 

3 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. J. Handy Lessons 

upstairs 

 

3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders 

 

3:30 p.m. E. Fischer Lessons, 
Nave 

4 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Circle, Kitchen 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Executive Council, 
Zoom 

5 

 

9:00 a.m. Home Bureau, 
Kitchen 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal, Nave 

 

6 

 

9:00 a.m. 
AARP Driver 
Training 
Course, 
Founders 

7 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. 
J. Handy 
Lessons, 
upstairs 

8 

9 

 

9:00 a.m.  Nursery 

 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 

10:00 a.m. Worship / Blessing of 
Photos of Pets and Stuffed 
Animals 

 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
 

12:00 p.m. Blessing of the Pets 
West Side Park 

 

4:00 p.m. Deacons Mtg. 
 

6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum 

10 

Indigenous Peoples Day 
No Church Office Hours 
 

10:00 a.m.  Knitting Group, 
Kitchen 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. J. Handy Lessons 

 

3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi, Founders 

 

 

11 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecmakers Circle, 
Kitchen 

12 

 

9:00 a.m. Home Bureau, 
Kitchen 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal, Nave 

 

13 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecemakers 
Meeting, 
Founders 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Trustees 
Meeting, Zoom 

14 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. 
J. Handy 
Lessons, 
upstairs 

15 

16 

9:00 a.m.  Nursery 

 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 

10:00 a.m. Worship  
 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
 

2:00 p.m. M. Nakoa Rehearse, 
Nave 

 

6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum 

17 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

2:00 p.m. M. Nakoa Rehearse, 
Nave 

 

3:00 p.m. J. Handy Lessons 

 

3:30 p.m. E. Fischer Lessons 

 

4:00 p.m. Helping Hands 
Collection Night, YMCA 

7:00 p.m. MEMC Matt Nakoa 
Concert, Nave. (See p.4.) 
 

18 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecmakers Circle, 
Kitchen 

19 

 

9:00 a.m. Home Bureau, 
Kitchen 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

 

6:00 p.m. Democratic 
Committee, Founders 
Rm. 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal, Nave 

20 

 

6:00 p.m. 
Helping Hands 
Give-away 
Night, YMCA 

21 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. 
J. Handy 
Lessons, 
upstairs 

22 

23 

 

9:00 a.m.  Nursery 

 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 

10:00 a.m. Worship  
Budget Information Mtg. 
 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
 

6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum 

 

24 

 

10:00 a.m.  Knitting Group 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. J. Handy Lessons 

 

3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi, Founders 

 

6:00 p.m. Garden Club Mtg., 
Founders 

25 

 

1:00 p.m. 
Piecmakers Circle, 
Kitchen 

26 

 

9:00 a.m. Home Bureau, 
Kitchen 

 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 

 

7:00 p.m. Choir 
Rehearsal, Nave 

27 28 

 

10:00 a.m. 
Prayer 
Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. 
J. Handy 
Lessons, 
upstairs 

29 

30 

 

9:00 a.m.  Nursery 

 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 

10:00 a.m. Worship  
 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

11:30 a.m. Bell Choir 
 

6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Forum 

31 

Halloween 
 

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom 

 

3:00 p.m. J. Handy Lessons 

 

3:00 p.m.  Tai Chi, Founders 

 

3:30 p.m.  E. Fischer Lessons, 
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Music Ministries 
Mary Williams, Director 

Pastoral Care 
Reminder 
Pastor Jason will be away from Norwich from 

October 24 through November 2. During that time, 

Rev. Laura Wade of Christ Lutheran Church on 

North Broad Street will be available for emergency 

pastoral care.  Her contact information is available 

at the church office and will be sent to members of 

the church family before October 24. 

The Pet Blessing is 
Coming!  

When we gather for worship on Sunday, 

October 9, we will follow in the tradition of St. 

Francis and the Blessing of the Animals. 

In church that day, you are invited to bring 

photos of your beloved animals, living or across the 

Rainbow Bridge, and Pastor Jason will bless them 

during worship. You are also invited to bring 

stuffed animals, whicj will also be blessed. 

Don’t think we are forgetting live animals! For 

those of you who will be worshipping via YouTube, 

Pastor Jason will offer a virtual blessing for your 

beloved pets. You will want to have some blessing 

water with you as you participate in worship. Your 

stuffed animals and pets in photos may also 

receive a blessing at this time. 

And for everyone, let us pray for good weather! 

All are also invited to come to the park directly 

across from the church at 12:00 noon that Sunday, 

October 9 with your pets; Pastor Jason will bless 

them there, weather-permitting. All animals 

should be appropriately leashed or crated as need 

be. In the event of inclement weather, we will look 

to reschedule this part of our blessing. 

Live Choir will begin meeting in October and 

November on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Nave.  All are welcome to attend for 

fellowship, singing, and fun!  Each week, we 

will:  work on developing our individual voices to 

create an appropriate choral sound; review the 

hymns for Sunday;  prepare anthems;  and take 

some time to explore the texts of our music in 

order to better understand the messages that are 

expressed. Masks will be optional and everyone is 

encouraged to participate in a manner that feels 

right for you! 

 

The Handbell Ringers are back in action this 

month and meet from 11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

Sundays after worship. 

 

Music Lesson Scholarships for church members 

are available.  Please contact the church office for 

more information. 

 

The Music Ministry Associate Position is 

unfilled at this time. We are seeking a talented 

musician to enrich the worship experience and 

support the music ministries of our church. This 

position involves providing special music during 

worship (vocal or instrumental), participation in 

church music ministries, and providing leadership 

for music outreach activities. 

“Helping Hands” 
Help Needed 
 Someone to shop with Rose 

Laughlin once a month at The 
Dollar Tree in Norwich.  It takes 
about a half an hour. 

 Donations of brown paper bags to 
hold our monthly donations to 
Helping Hands.  Bring donations in 
to the church office   

 
Your help is much appreciated. Please 
contact the church office to help. 
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We’ve Got Mail 

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns: 

♦ families, families that may be going through 

particularly difficult times, families seeking 

God’s guidance; 

♦ those who are moving because of their work, 

those looking for work, and those looking for 

meaning in their work. 

♦ those who are ill, who are recovering from illness 

or surgery, or who anticipate going to the 

hospital. 

♦ those who grieve over the death of someone they 

love. 

♦ our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, 

our pastor, all staff members and committees. 

♦ peace in the world. 

♦ gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered 

persons, and all those who feel isolated and 

alone. 

♦ all those affected by the Covid-19 Pandemic 

♦ the people affected by the war in Ukraine. 

♦ these members of our church family as they deal 

with health concerns. 

Julie Gonzalez, Vicki Gray, Cheri Oakley, 

Linda Oehme, Ruth Tucker, Ericka Tyler 

 

Contact the church office if you’d like an address to 

send a card or to add or remove someone from this 

list.  

Prayer Concerns 

Our Daily Bread Food Pantry 
located in Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

37 West Main St (across from Greater Opportuni�es) 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

 

Roots & Wings Food Pantry 
105 Leiliani Way (off of East River Road) 

Monday through Friday 

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

(closed 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.) 
 

 

Blue Food Cabinet 
at Broad St. United Methodist Church 

75 N Broad St. (next to the YMCA) 

Food items free to anyone in need. 
 

 

Norwich Community Soup Kitchen  
St. Bartholomew’s Parish Center (81 East Main St.) 

Every Tuesday 

Doors open at 4:00 p.m., Service starts at 5:15 p.m. 
 

 

Soul Kitchen Dinner Free Hot Meal 
(September through May) 

located in Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

37 West Main St (across from Greater Opportuni�es) 

Second Thursday of the month - 5:30 p.m. 

Birthdays 
3 Leona Tyler 
6 Pat Evans 
 William Kolb 
8 Shea Breese 
9 Josiah Tyler 
10 Kyle Conant 
11 Jessie Brewer 
 Carol Nassar 
12 Destinie Smith 
13 Katie Izzo 

 
16 Tim Burgher 
 Justin Posner 
17 Kristin Metz Miller 
20 Julie Gonzalez 
 Debra Phelps 
 Mya Yantz 
21 JenniferMallozzi 
26 David Hall 
30 Jill Mallozzi 

Dear UCC, 

 Thank you very much for the cribs.  We did 

need them.  So thank you. 

  R.M.  

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING 

HOW THE LIVESTREAM EQUIPMENT 

WORKS?  

The Livestream Group is looking for a 

second intern to learn how to operate the 

computer that generates the 

livestream.  Contact the Church Office or 

Jennifer Mallozzi for more information. 

October Celebrations 

Anniversaries 
Terri and Jason Yantz  10/09/2004  
Cheri and Kevin Oakley 10/12/2019  
Steve and Melissa Emmons 10/15/2016  



 
United Church of Christ 
First Congregational 
11 West Main Street 
Norwich, NY  13815-1612 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Installation Service for 
Pastor Jason Boyd  

 
Sunday November 13, 2022  

 3:00 p.m.  
  

A church dinner will follow.   
All are welcome.  

More details will be shared  
in the coming weeks. 

Moderator John Kolb welcomes Pastor 
Jason Boyd as a member of the church on 
September 18, 2022. 


