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Transfiguration, by Cara B. Hochhalter

United Church of Christ
Norwich, New York



THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
Norwich, New York 13815

An Open and Affirming Church

February 19, 2023 10:00 a.m
Mardi Gras Sunday
The Last Sunday Before Lent Begins
Transfiguration Sunday

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE Prelude #1 George Gershwin

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
UNISON SUNG CALL TO WORSHIP

What a Wonderful World
Words and music by George David Weiss
and Bob Thiele
I see trees of green, red roses, too.
God makes them bloom, for me and you.
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.

I see skies of blue, and clouds of white.
The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night.
And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

Cover art: Cara B. Hochhalter, Transfiguration. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/
act-imagelink.pl?RC=59015.

Affirming Our Faith from the United Church of Canada.

Prayer of Invocation by Maya Angelou.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained
from ONE LICENSE with license #735996-A. All rights reserved.
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The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky,

Are also on the faces of God’s children passing by.

I see friends shaking hands, sayin’ “How do you do?”
They’re really sayin’ “God loves you.”

I see babies smile, [ watch them grow.

God loves us more than we’ll ever know.

And I think to myself, what a wonderful world.
Look at all God has made! What a wonderful world!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

*OPENING HYMN Down by the Riverside Insert
TIME OF SHARING

CHILDREN'S MOMENT

PASTORAL BLESSING OF PEACE
ONE: May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

DISCIPLESHIP PLEDGE (An Offertory Prayer)

ONE: We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

ALL: We pledge our whole selves to God.

ONE: We love our neighbors as ourselves.

ALL: We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors of
reconciliation.

ONE: We love one another as Jesus loves us.

ALL: We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved Community in
our life together.

ONE: We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to follow
Jesus’ Way of Love.

ALL: We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’ Way of Love
in the way we live our lives and practice our faith.

Offering plates are located at both Nave doors for your convenience.

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 17:1-9 Pew Bible NT p. 19



CHOIR ANTHEM
Climbin’ Up The Mountain African American Spiritual
Arranged by Mark Patterson

SERMON Shattered Glass
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
INTERLUDE Prelude #2 George Gershwin

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH

ONE: We are not alone; we live in God’s world.

ALL: We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has
come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make
new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.

ONE: We trust in God.

ALL: We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to
seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and
risen, our judge and our hope.

ONE: In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not
alone.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
(from the New Zealand Prayer Book)

Eternal Spirit; Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all
that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in
whom is heaven. The hallowing of your name echoes through the
universe!

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! Your
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on
earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb
from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, spare
us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.

Amen.
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THE BURIAL OF THE ALLELUIA
In some Christian traditions, the faithful “fast” from the word Alleluia
during Lent as part of their spiritual practice. Thus, we have the
tradition of “Burying the Alleluia, ” which goes back to at least the 5th
century CE. Today we bury the Alleluia which will lie in rest until it
returns to us Easter Morning at the time of Resurrection.

DIRGE FOR THE ALLELUIA
Just a Closer Walk With Thee Anonymous
Elspeth Hunter, soloist
(UCC Music Lesson Scholarship Recipient)
Congregation joins on the refrain after each verse

I am weak but Thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;

I'll be satisfied as long

As I walk, let me walk close to Thee.

Refrain:

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Thro' this world of toil and snares,

If I falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. /Refrain]

When my feeble life is o'er,

Time for me will be no more;

Guide me gently, safely o'er

To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. /Refrain]

WORDS ON THE BURIAL OF THE ALLELUIA

*CLOSING HYMN  When The Saints Go Marching In
African American Spiritual
O when the Saints go marching in,
O when the saints go marching in,
O Lord, I want to be in that number,
When the saints go marching in.

O when the stars fall from the sky,
O when the stars fall from the sky,
O Lord, I want to be in that number,
When the stars fall from the sky.
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O when the trumpet sounds its call,
O when the trumpet sounds its call,
O Lord, I want to be in that number,
When the trumpet sounds its call.

O when the new world is revealed,
O when the new world is revealed,
O Lord, I want to be in that number,
When the new world is revealed.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
Oh When the Saints Go Marching In Traditional
arranged by Tim Curd
Elspeth Hunter, Alto Saxophone
(UCC Music Lessons Scholarship Recipient)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NURSERY CARE is available for children up to the age of five
beginning at 9:00 a.m. The Nursery is located up the stairs at the front of
the building. Children are welcome in the entire the service or can leave
after the Children's Moment — whatever works best for your family.

BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK - 2/22 Norma Kinney

JOIN US TODAY AFTER THE SERVICE for a New Orleans
Potluck Feast. There is PLENTY of food for EVERYONE - so please
come even if you didn’t plan to.

COMMUNITY ASH WEDNESDAY AND UKRAINE PRAYER
SERVICE, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the Nave. Lent begins with our
Ash Wednesday service, which will also be a prayer service for Ukraine.
In fact, it is planned that our ashes, instead of the traditional burnt palms
from the previous year, will instead be burnt sunflowers -- to
symbolically recognize our solidarity with our kindred in Ukraine as they
begin enduring the second year of the heinous war Russia is waging upon
them. The service will be at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday 2/22/23, and of
course will be livestreamed for those who are unable to be present.
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LENTEN WORSHIP - You will notice some changes in our worship,
utilizing different affirmations and other items to reflect the Lenten
season. You will also notice some candles which have not been there
before. Advent Candles are, of course, familiar to us. This year, our
Lenten worship will include what is known as a Service of Diminishing
Lights; in this, candles will be extinguished each week as we move
through Lent. This will include prayer and silent time.

LENTEN BOOK STUDY. Pastor Jason has chosen another book
for us all to read together -- The Last Week: What the Gospels Really
Teach About Jesus’s Final Days in Jerusalem. Copies are available in
the church office. If you are interested in attending a discussion group,
they will be held on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. or Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. on
Zoom beginning this week on February 21 and running through April
13™- A link to the Zoom meeting is available from the church office.

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL will meet on Zoom, Sunday,
March 5 at 4:00 p.m.

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, please don’t take any risks
to get to church on a Sunday morning. You can tune in to the live
stream at <www.uccnorwichny.org/live-stream-2> If we cancel church
all together, we will post on Facebook and Instagram, and also with a
message on the church phone (607-334-3434).

TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS:

Pastor and Teacher: Rev. Jason Boyd
Liturgist: Elizabeth Barber-Breese

Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams
Pianist: Anita Humer

Live Stream: Chris McSweeney, Liam Hunter
Sunday Sexton: Elspeth Hunter

Nursery: Fiora Breese

Usher: Miranda Hunter

Pot Luck Organizer: Pat Burke

NEXT WEEK’S PARTICIPANTS - 2/26
Usher: Rose Laughlin

Liturgist: Elinor Beebe

Flowers:

Coffee Hour: Deacons

@




February 19, 2023

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - office@uccnorwichny.org - www.uccnorwichny.org

MINISTERS: All the People
PASTOR AND TEACHER: Rev. Jason Boyd Q
MODERATOR: John Kolb 'Ol

CHAIR OF DEACONS: Mary Williams

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES: Mary Williams

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES: Ericka Tyler
PARISH COORDINATOR: Cheri Oakley

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT: Jennifer Mallozzi

CHURCH OFFICE OPEN
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

UCC Norwich Reopening Guidelines
Revised 03/31/22

COVID Protocols that have been modified:

Face coverings in the church building will be optional

Social distancing of 6 feet is still recommended.

Childcare will be available again beginning in September 2022
Parishioners may choose their own seating in the Nave. Distancing
between non-family groups is still recommended.

Hymnals, Pew Bibles will be in the pew racks and may be used.
Congregational singing is now permitted.

Prayer requests may be spoken during the worship service or may be
submitted in the prayer basket. (Usher will bring microphone around to
congregation. Microphone cover will be supplied)

Coffee Hour will resume April 24, 2022 and will be hosted and
coordinated by the Deacons.

Passing of the peace will continue to be suspended at this time.
Offerings will be collected by placing your envelope in a basket upon
entering or exiting the Nave.

Communion will be offered in the pews using individually portioned
elements.

Hearing assistive devices will be available for those that need them.
You will receive the headset in a bag. Please write your name on the
bag and store the headset in the same bag for use during future
services.

Hand sanitizing stations are located near the Nave entrance hall and in
each pew. Please wash your hands or use sanitizing stations
frequently.

We ask that if you are not feeling well and /or may be exhibiting cold or
flu-like symptoms, that you refrain from attending until you feel better.
Disinfection Plan: our Custodian will disinfect all high touch surfaces,
including rest rooms and seating areas, before and/or after weekly
services.



CALENDAR
The Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily at 9:30 p.m. &
Fridays at 1:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave

11:00 a.m. Potluck Lunch, Founders’ Rm.
6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Fellowship, Zoom

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Church Office Closed for President’s Day
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm.
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom

10:00 a.m. Knitting Group, Mayflower Room
2:00 p.m. Bible Study, on Zoom

3:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Mayflower Room

3:00 p.m. J. Handy Lessons, upstairs

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

8:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm.

1:00 p.m. Piecemakers, Mayflower Room

7:00 p.m. Book Discussion Group, (see announcements) on Zoom

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - ASH WEDNESDAY

9:00 am. Home Bureau, Founders’ Room

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom

7:00 p.m. Community Ash Wednesday and Ukraine Prayer Service,
Nave. See announcements.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23
8:00 a.m. AARP Tax Prep, Founders’ Rm.
2:00 p.m. Book Discussion Group, (see announcements) on Zoom

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, on Zoom
3:00 p.m. J. Handy Lessons, upstairs

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour, Founders’ Rm.
11:30 a.m. Bell Choir, upstairs

6:00 p.m. LGBTQ+ Fellowship, Zoom
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