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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
Norwich, New York 13815

An Open and Affirming Church

February 2, 2025 10:00 a.m
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Communion

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: From God’s fullness we have received grace upon
grace.

ALL: Grace and truth came through Jesus the Christ.

ONE: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from
the Holy Spirit.

ALL: May the grace of our Lord, Jesus the Christ, be with
us all. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Forgive us, O God, for doing so little to help others
experience grace. We seldom make allowances for
mistakes and shortcomings, putting conditions on our
love. Too often we put limits on our willingness to
understand and accept others, rarely forgiving and hardly
ever forgetting. Forgive us, we pray, to be the persons you
created and encourage us to be. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.



*OPENING HYMN As with Gladness Those of Old #159
TIME OF SHARING
CHILDREN'S MOMENT Ericka Tyler

SPECIAL MUSIC Agnus Dei with How Great Thou Art
Joel Raney

PASSING OF THE PEACE
ONE: May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please greet one another in a manner most comfortable to you.

SUNG RESPONSE Bind Us Together Insert
SERMON Jesus Silences Demons Rev. James K. Boodley

SCRIPTURE Luke 4:31-42 Pew Bible NT p. 63
INTERLUDE

COMMUNION HYMN As We Gather at Your Table #332
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
Matthew 26:17-19, 26-29 Pew Bible NT p. 30
Pastoral Prayer
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O God of blessings, help us bestow upon others your gifts
with glad and generous hearts. May we be good stewards
of your mercies, just as your mercies have blessed us. And
may we live in expectation of your coming, through the
birth of the holy child in Bethlehem. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER



February 2, 2025

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
*CLOSING HYMN There is a Balm in Gilead #553
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

PARTICIPANTS TODAY

Ministers: All the People

Pastor: Rev. James K. Boodley

Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams

Organist: David Burch

Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries: Ericka Tyler
Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi

Livestream Staff: Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter
Sunday Sexton: Mya Yantz

Nursery: Fiora Breese

Liturgist: Jessica Strough

Usher: Naomi Mahaffey

Coffee Hour: Veronica Burdick

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - office@uccnorwichny.org - www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Closed 12 - 1 for lunch) =
ol X,
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

WIFI IS AVAILABLE
Network Name: UCC-Guest
Password: uccguest

NURSERY is available for children up to age 5, upstairs at the
front of the church.

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER on a Sunday, please
don’t take any risks to get to church. You can always tune in to
the livestream www.uccnorwichny.org/livestream. If we cancel
the service, we will post on Facebook and Instagram and with a
message on the church phone.

NEW: IF YOU WOULD LIKE a call or text to let you know if
we cancel the church service, please sign up in the church
office.

WORSHIP AT CVH TODAY - 12:45 P.M. - Every month Pastor
J.K. and one of our musicians lead a worship service at
Chenango Valley Home (24 Cansawacta St.) You are all invited
to attend and join in worship and fellowship with the residents.

THE AARP FOUNDATION’S TAXAIDE PROGRAM is once
again offering free preparation of federal and New York State
income tax returns for individuals of all ages and income levels.
The tax preparation services are by appointment only from
February 10 - April 14 in our Founders Room. The TaxAide
program can assist with most tax returns, but certain complex
situations may not be included, such as foreclosures, farms,
rental income, businesses, self-employment with offsetting
expenses, 1099-K income with offsetting expenses, energy tax
credits, and digital currency transactions. To book an
appointment, contact the Chenango County Area Agency on
Aging weekdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at (607)
337-1781.



CALENDAR

Chenango Muslim Community meets upstairs daily at 9:30 p.m. & Fridays at
1:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship/Communion, Nave - Sunday School grades
3-8 after the Children’s Moment

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour, Founders Room

12:30 p.m. Youth Group, upstairs

12:45 p.m. Service at Chenango Valley Home

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3
2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Room

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4

9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Training, Founders Room
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, Kitchen

1:00 p.m. Worship Team Meeting, Mayflower Rm.
4:00 p.m. Free Meal at St. Bart’'s Catholic Church

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5

9:00 a.m. AARP Tax Training, Founders Room
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom

7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
9:00 a.m. Piecemakers Super Sew Saturday, Founders Room

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave - Sunday School grades 3-8 after the
Children’s Moment

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour, Founders Room

12:30 p.m. Youth Group, upstairs



Luke 4:31-42

31 He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching
them on the Sabbath. 32 They were astounded at his teaching
because he spoke with authority. 33 In the synagogue there was a
man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with
a loud voice, 3*“Leave us alone! What have you to do with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you
are, the Holy One of God.” *® But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
quiet and come out of him!” Then the demon, throwing the man
down before them, came out of him without doing him any

harm. 3¢ They were all astounded and kept saying to one another,
“What kind of word is this, that with authority and power he
commands the unclean spirits and they come out?” 3" And news
about him began to reach every place in the region.

38 After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon’s house. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they
asked him about her. 3°® Then he stood over her and rebuked the
fever, and it left her. Immediately she got up and began to serve
them.

40 As the sun was setting, all those caring for any who were sick
with various kinds of diseases brought them to him, and he laid his
hands on each of them and cured them. 4! Moreover, demons also
came out of many, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he
rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they
knew that he was the Messiah.

42 At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted place. And the
crowds began looking for him, and when they reached him they
tried to keep him from leaving them.



As with Gladness Those of Old

152

William C. Dix, 1861; alt. Matt. 2:1-12
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I As with glad-ness those of old did the guid-ing  star be-hOlcCli'-
2 As  with joy-ful steps they sped to that low-ly  man-ger bed,
3 As they of-fered gifts most rare at that man-ger plain and bare:
4 Ho - ly Je - sus, ev -ery day keep us in the  nar-row way:
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on - ward, beam-ing bright;

As with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing

There to  bend the knee be - fore One whom heaven and earth a - dore;
So may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
And when mor-tal things are past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
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So, true Morn-ing  Star, may we ev - er-more your splen-dor see.
So may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek your mer -cy seat.
All  our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ,to you from whom they spring.

star
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After reading the Epiphany gospel, William C. Dix penned this
hymn. Dix, the manager of a marine insurance company, was
also a gifted hymnwriter. Among his many fine contributions
is “What Child Is This.”

Word alterations copyright 1993 The Pilgrim Press
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE License #735996-A. All rights reserved.

Where they need no to guide, where no clouds your glo - ry hide.
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Tune: DIX 7.7.7.7.7.7.
Conrad Kocher, 1838
Adapt. William H. Monk, 1861



Bind Us Together

©1977 THANKYOU MUSIC (PRS)

Words and Music by BOB GILLMAN
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bind us to - geth -er, bind wus to - geth - er with love.
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We are the fa-mily of God, we are the  prom-ise di - vine.
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We are God's cho-sen de - sire, we are the  glo-rious new wine.

Copyright © 1977 and this arr. © 1986 Thankyou Music. Admin. By Maranatha! Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission CCLI License

22167805.



332 As We Gather at Your Table

Matt. 22:1-10; Luke 14:16-24 Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1989
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1 As we gath-er atyour ta - ble, as we lis-ten to your word,
2 Tumour wor-ship in-to  wit - ness in the sac - ra-ment of life;

3 Gra-cious Spir - it, helpus  sum - mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel - come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto - ry till we claim it as our own;

Give us, Christ, your great com-pas - sion to for- give as you for - gave;
Thereno more will en - vy bind wus norwill pride our peace de - stroy,

J

Qz“:ﬁ—; = : 1:_11:4-' e ;——e—n
T L e I I

e e -

[ = =5 - %3 =

teach us through this ho - ly  ban - quet how to make Love’s vic - tory known.
may we still  be-hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join withsaintsand an - gels to re - peat the sound-ing joy.
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In this hymn, commissioned by an Episcopal parish in Virginia Tune: BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7.D.
for the celebration of its tricentennial, Carl P. Daw, Jr., utilized a The Sacred Harp, 1844
familiar phrase from Isaac Watts’ “Joy to the World,” which was Harm. The New Century Hymnal, 1992

the motto for the celebration: “Repeat the sounding joy.”

Words Copyright © 1989 by Hope Publishing Company
Harmonization Copyright (c) 1992 The Pilgrim Press.
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE License #735996-A. All rights reserved.



There Is a Balm in Gilead

Jer. 8:18-22; 46:11; Acts 10:34-43

553

African-American spiritual; alt.
Refrain
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There is a balm in  Gil-e-ad, to make the wound-ed whole,
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there is a balm in Gil-e - ad, to heal the sin-sick soul.
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I Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged, and think my work’s in  vain,
2 Don’t ev - er feel dis - cour-aged, for Je -sus is your friend,
3 If you can - notpreachlike Pe -ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
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But then the Ho-1ly  Spir - it re - vivesmy soul a - gain.
who, if youask: for knowl-edge, will nev-er fail to lend.
youcan tell the love of Je - sus, who died to save us all.
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This is one of the most moving of the African-American
spirituals because it illustrates the way in which the enslaved tried

to encourage those who were feeling especially weighed down by
the burden of their captivity.

Tune: BALM IN GILEAD Irr. with refrain
African-American spiritual
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