B
A\
7— (\ ‘N“‘

A

PSALM 121:2

United Church of Christ
Norwich, New York



THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
Norwich, New York 13815

An Open and Affirming Church

October 19, 2025 10:00 a.m

19" Sunday after Pentecost

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

Please enjoy the music with those around you as you prepare for
worship.

PRELUDE
Meditation on “Christe Sanctorum” by Anthony Giamanco

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: Blessed are you Lord God, the creator of all things;

ALL: In you we live and move and have our being.

ONE: You sent Jesus to give us a vision of the world under your
reign,

ALL: Open our eyes to see your work in the world around
us.

ONE: Inspire us to minister to the broken hearted and care for
those in need.

ALL: Let us be joined together by our love for each other
and our love for all people.

*Please stand in body or in spirit.
Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.
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UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Holy One, the Ancient of Days, our souls are heavy from
witnessing so many injustices in the good world you have
created. We see people who you created treated with a lack of
compassion and respect and we struggle at times to maintain
hope. Reveal your presence among us and renew our faith
and endurance as we face the journey ahead of us, following
in the steps of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling #43
TIME OF SHARING
CHILDREN'S MOMENT Ericka Tyler

ANTHEM Be Kind words and music by Pepper Choplin
Anna Harris, flute

PASSING OF THE PEACE

ONE: Salaam and Shalom, may the Peace of God be always
with you.

ALL: And also with you.

Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing of the
peace followed by a sung response.

SUNG RESPONSE Deep Peace Insert
Children grades 3 — 12 are invited upstairs to Sunday School at this time.
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 121

ONE: [lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help
come?

ALL: My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and
earth.

ONE: God will not let your foot slip, God who keeps you will not
slumber.

ALL: God who watches over his people will neither slumber
nor sleep.

ONE: The LORD is your defender, the LORD is your shade at your
right hand.

ALL: So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the
moon by night.



ONE: The LoRrD will keep you from all evil; he will sustain your
life.

ALL: The LoRrD will oversee your going out and your
coming in from this time on and for evermore.

HYMN O Grant Us, God, a Little Space #516

SCRIPTURE READING
Luke 18:1-8 Pew Bible NT p. 83

SERMON God Does Not Only Love “Christians”
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
INTERLUDE  Kneeling at the Altar by Sabrina Bren

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

The United Church of Christ Mental Health Network, a UCC
affiliated organization provides resources and assistance for
WISE congregations — Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and
Engaged for Mental Health in the community and the wider
world. They work to reduce stigma and promote the inclusion of
people with mental illnesses/brain disorders and their families in
the life, leadership, and work of congregations. Part of our
offering makes programs like this possible.

An offering plate is available at the back of the church.
Give online at www.uccnorwichny.org/give

OFFERTORY PLEDGE

ONE: We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

ALL: We pledge our whole selves to God.

ONE: We love our neighbors as ourselves.

ALL: We pledge to do justice as Christ’s ambassadors of
reconciliation.

ONE: We love one another as Jesus loves us.

ALL: We pledge to be and become Christ’s Beloved
Community in our life together.

ONE: We make disciples by teaching and modeling how to
follow Jesus’ Way of Love.

ALL: We pledge to be Jesus’ disciples sharing Jesus’ Way
of Love in the way we live our lives and practice our
faith. (Written by Rev. John Steitz)



SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
*CLOSING HYMN This Is My Song #591

BENEDICTION
Go now, go in safety, for you cannot go where God is not.
Go in love, for love alone endures.
Go with purpose and God will honor your dedication.
and go in peace, for it is a gift of God
to those whose hearts and minds are in Christ Jesus.

POSTLUDE All Things Bright and Beautiful by Mark Hayes
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WIFI IS AVAILABLE
Network Name: UCC-Guest Password: uccguest

NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 5.
Children of all ages are always welcome to stay in the Nave
throughout the service. Coloring books and crayons are available at
the back of the Nave if you'd like to use them.

PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave. There is a basket
to put them in, which will be given to Pastor Glenn before the service
starts. This will help him get all of the correct information. A
microphone will also still be available.
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NAMETAGS - Everyone is encourage to wear a nametag on Sunday
mornings to help Pastor Glenn get to know us. If your nametag needs
updating, you can leave it in the box on the table, or on Cheri’s desk
in the church office.

INFORMATIONAL BUDGET MEETING TODAY after the service in
the Founders Room. All are encouraged to attend this informational
budget meeting and presentation of a draft of the 2026 budget.

REMINDER - FILL OUT A WORSHIP ELEMENTS SURVEY -
Pastor Glenn and the Worship Team are working together to create a
worship service that is meaningful to the congregation. This month,
everyone will be invited to respond to a survey about which parts of
worship are especially important to you. You can pick up a paper
copy of the survey at the back of the church or fill it out online. Go to
www.uccnorwichny.org and click the link on the front page.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 2. Members of the
congregation are invited to bring pictures of their loved ones who
have died, which we will put on the altar with candles to signify their
lives still present in our minds and hearts. During the service we will
also read a “necrology”, a list of those who have died. If you have
people you would like to have remembered in the reading of the
Necrology, please have the names to the office no later than
Friday, October 24. This is not limited to those who have died in
the past year, or members of UCC, any of those we love can be
remembered in this way. Please plan to participate in adding
names to the Necrology list and/or bringing a picture of your loved
ones for the All Saints altar that morning. We hope everyone will
participate in this celebration.

SINGERS WANTED FOR THE CHRISTMAS CANTATA - The Glory
of Christmas: Celebrating Christ’s Birth by Lloyd Larson. First
Rehearsal is today from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. See the flier on the bulletin
board or the church website for details and to register.

IF YOU HAVE FOOD ALLERGIES, please let someone in the
kitchen know during coffee hour. Thank you.

THE DOORS TO THE CHURCH are locked during the service from
10:05 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. for security reasons. The doors will remain
open from 11:00 a.m. to 11:40 a.m. for coffee hour and bell choir.
Members and regular attenders can request a key fob from the
church office to allow them to enter during the time that the doors are
locked.



CALENDAR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship/Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Budget Information Meeting, Founders Room
11:15 a.m. Coffee Hour, Founders Room

11:30 a.m. Handbells, upstairs

12:30 p.m. Youth Group, upstairs

3:00 p.m. Cantata Rehearsal, Nave

4:30 p.m. Free Community Dinner at Broad St. UMC

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20

12:30 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen

2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Room

6:15 p.m. Bible Study at Broad St. UMC. All invited. See
announcements.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, kitchen
5:15 p.m. Free meal at St. Bartholomew’s, East Main St.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22

10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom

10:00 a.m. Ecumenical Coffee and Prayer Group at DeJa Brew,
Norwich

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal, Nave

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
Deadline for items to be included in November Newsletter.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
9:00 a.m.  Free Diaper Giveaway at First Baptist Church.
(until 11 a.m.)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship/Sunday School

11:15 a.m. Coffee Hour, Founders Room

11:30 a.m. Handbells, upstairs

12:30 p.m. Youth Group, upstairs

1:30 p.m. Chenango Change Meeting, Founders Rm.
3:00 p.m. Cantata Rehearsal, Nave
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PARTICIPANTS TODAY

Ministers: All the People

Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaffey

Director of Music Ministries: Mary Williams

Organist: David Burch

Soloist: Anna Harris

Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries: Ericka Tyler

Livestream Staff: Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter,
Breanna Rogers

Sunday Sexton: Mya Yantz

Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel

Liturgist: Mary Williams

Usher: Deb and Joe Phelps

Coffee Hour: Jane Prime, Naomi Mahaffey
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11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - office@uccnorwichny.org - www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Closed 12 - 1 for lunch)
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Luke 18:1-8

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray
always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city
there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect
for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
accuser.’ * For a while he refused, but later he said to
himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for
anyone, ° yet because this widow keeps bothering me, |
will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming.” ” ® And the Lord said, “Listen to what
the unjust judge says. ” And will not God grant justice to
his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he
delay long in helping them? 81 tell you, he will quickly grant
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on earth?”



43 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Mal. 3:1; 2 Cor. 3:18; 5:17; Eph. 5:27 Charles Wesley, 1747; alt.
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1 Love di-vine, all loves ex - cel-ling, joy of heaven,on earth be found,
2 Breathe, O breathe your lov - ing Spir-it in - to ev - ery trou-bled breast;
3 Come, al-might -y to de-liv-er, let us all your life re - ceive;
4 Fin - ish,then, your new cre - a-tion; pure and spot - less may we prove;
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Fix in us a hum-ble dwell-ing, all yourfaith-ful mer - cies crown;
Let us all in you in - her - it, let us find your prom-ised rest;

Sud-den-ly re - turn, and ne - ver, ne-ver-moreyour tem - ples leave.
Let us see your great sal - va-tion per-fect-ly re - storedin you;
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Je - sus,you are all com -pas-sion; pure, un-bound-ed love im - part.
Take a-way our love of sin-ning; Al-phaand O - me-ga be;
You we would be  al - ways bless-ing, love you as your an-gels love,

Changed fromglo - ry in-to  glo-ry, till in heavenwe take our place,
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Vis - it us with your sal - va-tion, en - ter ev-ery trem - bling heart.
End  of faith, as its be- gin-ning, set ourheartsat lib - er - ty.
Pray and praise for your un - fail-ing, wound-ed arms out-stretched a - bove.
Crowned as saints, we ev-er shallbe lost in won-der, love, and praise.
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This hymn is said to have been suggested by a “Song of Venus” Tune: BEECHER 8.7.8.7.D.
from Dryden’s King Arthur. It is one of 6,500 written by Charles John Zundel, 1855
Wesley, the “sweet singer of Methodism,” who was skilled at Alternate tune: HYFRYDOL
interweaving literary and scriptural images. For another harmonization, see 368, 495

Word alterations copyright 1992 The Pilgrim Press
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE License #735996-A. All rights reserved.



Deep Peace

Words and Music by Marian M. Thomas ©2000
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Peace, peace, deep peace, my peace I give to  you.
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Peace, peace, deep peace, my peace I give  to you.
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Not as the world gives, I giveto you, not as the world gives, I giveto you.
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Peace, peace, deep peace, my peace I give to you.




O Grant Us, God, a Little Space 516

John Ellerton, 1870; alt.
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1 O grant us,God, a lit - tle space from dai - ly tasksset free.
2 A - round us rolls the cease-less tide of Dbusi-ness, toil, and care,
3 Yet this is not the on - ly place your pres-ence may be found;
4 Yours are the work-place, home, and mart, the wealthof sea and land;
5 Work shall be prayer, if  all be wroughtas you would have it  done;
s o o £ » » - = 2ol
: e e
—— *te o ——F | — :
| ! l I !
[a) | | k| | . | .
K o — ' E ! i i; ] i } =
]
GRS S == 358 o 5 8 5 3 &
We meet with-in this ho - ly place and find se -cu -1 - ty.

And scarce-ly can we turn a - side for one briefhour of prayer.
On  dai - ly workyou shed your grace, and Dbless-ings all a - round.
The worlds of sci-ence and of art are fash-ioned by your hand.
And prayer, by you in - spired and taught, shall then with work be one.
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John Ellerton’s hymn, written for a noonday service in a city Tune: WINCHESTER OLD CM.
church, is one of the earliest to speak of science and art as part Este’s Whole Book of Psalmes, 1592

of God’s creation. Thomas Este was a famous English printer
and music publisher.



This Is My Song

591

Ps. 82:8 Lloyd Stone, 1934
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1 This is my song, O God of all the na - tions, a song of
2 My coun-try’s skies are blu-er than the o - cean, and sun-light
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peace for lands a - far and mine This is my home, the
beams on clo-ver-leaf and pine; But oth -er lands have
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coun - try where my heart is; here are my  hopes,
sun - light, too, and clo - ver, and skies are ev - ery -
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dreams, my ho - ly  shrine; But oth-er hearts in oth-er lands are
where as blue as  mine. O hearmy song, O God of all the
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beat - ing with hopes and dreams as  true and high as mine.
na - tions, a song of peace for theirland and for mine.
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These stanzas, published during the period between the two
world wars, express a hope for lasting peace among all nations,
races, and cultures. Finlandia is derived from a “tone poem” of
the same name by Finnish composer Jean Sibelius.

Tune:

FINLANDIA 10.10.10.10.10.10.

Jean Sibelius, 1899
Arr. for The Hymnal, 1933

Words copyright © 1934 The Lorenz Corp.
Music copyright © Breitkopf and Hértel, Wiesbaden.
Arrangement Copyright © 1933, renewed 1961 Presbyterian Board of Christian Education.

Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE License #735996-A. All rights reserved.
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