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November 30, 2025 10:00 a.m 
First Sunday of Advent 

HOPE 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers. 
 

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR  
 
Please enjoy the music with those around you as you prepare for 
worship. 
  
PRELUDE  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  
  by Edward Broughton 
  
WELCOME  
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING 
CALL TO WORSHIP - LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
First Sunday of Advent – Hope 
 
CANTICLE 
adapted from Prepare the Way of the Lord! by Lloyd Larson 
 
A voice cries out, “Prepare the way! Prepare the way of the Lord!” 
The prophet cries out, “Prepare the way!  
 Prepare the way of the Lord!” 
Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up, ev’ry mountain and hill made low. 
Ev’ry crooked path shall be made straight,  
 and the rough places plain. 
The HOPE of the Lord shall be revealed. 
 



WAITING WITH HOPE - Burch Family 
ONE: This is the first Sunday of Advent, the dawning of a new 

day. 
ALL: We pray that the eyes of our hearts may be enlightened 
ONE: So we may know the hope to which God has called us.   
ALL: Grant us your grace that we may hear your voice. 
ONE: And change our priorities so we may ever walk in your light.  
 
CANTICLE   
 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Almighty and most merciful God, we light the candles on this 
wreath to symbolize the hope you bring into the world 
through your son, Jesus, our Savior.  The round shape of the 
wreath reminds us that your love for us is never ending and 
the green branches speak of the constant new life you are 
always creating in our world.  Inspire us to change our 
attitudes and actions, that we may reflect the light of your 
hope more brightly every day.  Amen 
 
*OPENING HYMN   Watcher, Tell Us of the Night #103 
 

TIME OF SHARING 
 
CHILDREN'S MOMENT   
 
ANTHEM   People Look East French Carol  
  arranged by Linda R. Lamb 
  Hand Bell Choir 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE  
ONE: May the Peace of our Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 
 
Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing 
of the peace followed by a sung response. 
 
SUNG RESPONSE     Deep Peace Insert 
 
Children in grades 3 – 12 are invited upstairs to Sunday School at 
this time. 
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 WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  
Romans 13: 8-14 Pew Bible NT p. 169 
 
 CHOIR ANTHEM  
    Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning by Lloyd Larson 
  Based on an African American Spiritual 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  
Matthew 24:36-44 Pew Bible NT p. 28
  
 SERMON  We cannot tame hope! 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
INTERLUDE 
Come, O Come Emmanuel arranged by Molly Ijames 
 Piano duet: Dave Burch and Mary Williams 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH (said responsively)  
ONE:  We confess that Jesus is the Christ, son of the living God, 
ALL:   And proclaim him Lord and Savior of the world. 
ONE:  In Christ’s name and by his grace, we accept our mission  
ALL:   As witnesses of Christ’s love and service to all 

people. 
ONE:  We rejoice in God, maker of heaven and earth,  
ALL:   and in the covenant of love which binds us to God 

and one another.  
ONE:  In the bonds of Christian faith, we yield ourselves to God 
ALL:   That we may serve the one whose kingdom has no 

end.  
TOGETHER:   Blessing, glory, and honor be to God for ever.  

Amen 
(taken from the Preamble to the design for the Christian Church, 
Book of Worship p. 515) 
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
 

Offering plates are located at both doors into the Nave. 
Give online at uccnorwichny.org/give. 
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UNISON PRAYER 
Almighty God, in a world that shifts and changes so rapidly, 
you are our firm foundation on which we can always 
depend. Bless the gifts we offer, that they may extend your 
love to those who hunger, who seek justice, and who long 
for hope. Shape us into a people whose generosity reflects 
your own, that through our giving, we may proclaim your 
unshakeable kingdom. In the name of Jesus, the Christ, our 
constant and faithful companion and guide. Amen  
 
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER   
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 
 
*CLOSING HYMN        Keep Awake, Be Always Ready #112 
  
BENEDICTION 
May the peace of God which surpasses all human understanding 
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
And of his son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Go in peace and walk in God’s light to serve the world in God’s 
name. 
   
POSTLUDE  He Is Born by Mark Hayes 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
WIFI IS AVAILABLE  
Network Name: UCC-Guest    Password: uccguest 
 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 5.  Children 
of all ages are always welcome to stay in the Nave throughout the 
service. Coloring books and crayons are available at the back of the 
Nave if you’d like to use them. 
 
COFFEE & CONVERSATIONS - Join us on Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. 
- 12:00 p.m. in the church kitchen.  Everyone is invited.  There is no 
agenda - we might have a conversation  about books you’ve recently 
read or maybe play a board game together.   
 
JAMAICA RELIEF FUND - We have a personal connection with 
Jamaica through Pat Burke and her daughter, Grace. The Executive 
Committee passed a motion at their last meeting to take up a collection 
for assistance in Jamaica through the end of November.  Whatever 
donations are collected at that point, the Church would then at least 
match that amount (and may even choose to add to that amount!)  This 
then would go directly to people in need in Jamaica to help them survive 
and rebuild. There are envelopes provided to make your donation. You 
can either return these to the office or place them in the designated 
receptacle at the rear of the Church. We will try to provide some 
updates as to how things are going in Jamaica as we proceed with this 
collection. 
 
NEXT SATURDAY DECEMBER 6 AT 10:00 A.M. WE WILL 
DECORATE the church for Advent and Christmas.  Everyone is invited 
to come and help.  Refreshments provided. 
 
ECUMENICAL ADVENT STUDY 
Pastor Laura Wade (Christ Lutheran Church) and Pastor Peggi Eller 
(Broad St United Methodist Church) will lead an Ecumenical Advent 
Study, Tuesdays, Dec 2, 9 and 16, noon-1:00pm, in Christ Lutheran’s 
Fellowship Hall.  A light lunch will be provided at 11:30am.  The study 
will focus on Adam Hamilton’s book The Journey: Walking the Road to 
Bethlehem. 
 
OUR DAILY BREAD FOOD PANTRY located at Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church is in need of canned tuna. If you’d like to help out, please bring 
in cans of tuna for the food pantry. A box will be available in the 
Founders Room. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer 
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave. There is a basket to 
put them in, which will be given to Pastor Glenn before the service 
starts. This will help him get all of the correct information.  A microphone 
will also still be available. 
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CALENDAR 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
9:00 a.m.  Nursery, upstairs 
10:00 a.m.  Worship / Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour, Founders Room  
11:30 a.m.  Handbells, upstairs 
12:30 p.m.  Youth Group, upstairs 
3:00 p.m.  Cantata Rehearsal, Nave, Founders Rm. 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 
10:00 a.m. Knitting Group, kitchen 
2:00 p.m.  Tai Chi, Founders Room 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
10:00 a.m. Helping Hands at Norwich VFW 
10:00 a.m. Personnel Committee, Chapel 
1:00 p.m.  Piecemakers Circle, kitchen 
1:00 p.m. Worship Team, Chapel, Zoom 
5:15 p.m.  Free meal at St. Bartholomew’s, East Main St. 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
10:00 a.m. Prayer Circle, Zoom 
6:00 p.m. Greenway Conservancy Meeting, Founders Room/Kitchen 
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4  
11:00 a.m. Coffee & Conversation, kitchen 
6:00 p.m. SOAR Group, Chapel 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 
10:00 a.m. Decorate the church for Advent - everyone welcome. 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 
9:00 a.m.  Nursery, upstairs 
10:00 a.m.  Worship / Communion 
 Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Coffee Hour, Founders Room  
11:30 a.m.  Handbells, upstairs 
12:30 p.m. Youth Group, upstairs 
12:45 p.m. Service at Chenango Valley Home 
3:00 p.m.  Cantata Rehearsal, Nave, Founders Rm. 

IF YOU HAVE FOOD ALLERGIES, please let someone in the kitchen 
know during coffee hour. Thank you. 
 
NAMETAGS - Everyone is encourage to wear a nametag on Sunday 
mornings to help Pastor Glenn get to know us. If your nametag needs 
updating, you can leave it in the box on the table, or on Cheri’s desk in 
the church office. 



November 30, 2025 

PARTICIPANTS TODAY 
Ministers: All the People 
Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaffey 
Director of Music Ministries:  Mary Williams 
Organist: David Burch 
Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries:  Ericka Tyler 
Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi 
Livestream Staff: Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter,  
                              Breanna Rogers 
Sunday Sexton: Mya Yantz 
Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel 
Liturgist:  Bob Oehme 
Advent Liturgy: The Burch Family 
 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815 
607-334-3434 - office@uccnorwichny.org    -    www.uccnorwichny.org 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday   
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Closed 12 - 1 for lunch) 
Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Link to Online Giving 
www.uccnorwichny.org/give 

The flowers are in memory of Janet’s dad, 
John  Wassenaar 

given by Janet and Jeff Johnson. 



Romans 13: 8-14   

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not 
steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling 
of the law. 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the 
day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Matthew 24:36-44  

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of 
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in 
the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will 
be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 
Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord 
is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 



stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect. 

This is the Good News of Jesus, the Christ. 

 





Deep Peace
Words and Music by Marian M. Thomas ©2000
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