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From the Pastor
Rev. Glenn Mahaff ey

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
There was a song recorded by Sam Cooke back in 1963 entitled A Change is Gonna Come. In one respect it is a 

sad song as it speaks of the reality that black people experienced in the Jim Crow south, but it is also a song about 
hope in the future.  Hope for the future is how I see Easter, a time in which God gave us the hope of change in the 
midst of the harsh realities of this world. The empty tomb of Jesus was not just about bringing something that once 
existed back to life, Easter is about a metamorphosis into something new that had never existed before!

 The Easter season is a time of metamorphosis, a time when the opportunity for change presents itself. It is 
obvious (most days) that the creation is waking up around us as trees begin to bud and plants begin new life.  We are 
witnesses not only to the wonders of Spring, but also to the joy and wonder of Jesus’ metamorphosis on Easter into 
a new creation of God. Easter presents a new opportunity for us to be changed as well, to launch into new arenas as 
ambassadors, agents, and advocates of the reign of God in our world.  It is our challenge to follow in Jesus’ footsteps 
and carry the message of God’s love, forgiveness and acceptance of all people in new constantly new ways.

What new way will God show us that we can stand for Jesus?  Some may be emboldened to write a letter to those 
who represent us in government advocating for peace and justice. There is an easy way to do this at the National 
Church’s website: www.UCC.org.  We can bring some canned food to contribute to the Our Daily Bread food pantry.  
The need is always growing!  There are new opportunities developing to give a little time in assisting as a volunteer at 
the WRAP center (formally the warming center managed by Catholic Charities). You can fi nd more information about 
the new program in this newsletter (page 3). Perhaps some may try a new ministry in the Church, such as greeting 
people as an Usher on Sunday morning. A friendly greeting to friends or strangers who come through our doors for 
worship on a Sunday morning is a very powerful witness for Jesus. As St. Paul writes there are a variety of gifts but 
the same Spirit which empowers each one. Trying out some new gifts in faith, we may fi nd ourselves going through a 
metamorphosis and being transformed in the process! As 

The Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams reminds us  “every act of generosity and service becomes a quiet but powerful 
witness that God’s love is still alive in a crazy world.”  

May the Spirit transform us all into what God desires us to be!
                         In Christ’s neverfailing love,  

  
                    Monday Evening Musical Club 

             presents

             Music in Our School Communities
          Monday, April 13, 7:00 p.m.

in our Nave
Open to the public.  

Free will donations accepted for the scholarship fund.
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Reprinted from What’s Happening Newsletter 
from UCC New York Conference
By Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams, Conference Minister
 (Comments can be sent to mwilliams@uccny.org)
Wow! Just turn on the TV or listen to the news and that one word seems to sum it all up. Just 
Wow! The world feels really heavy right now. War, global confl icts, racism, political division, it’s 
a lot. At times it can feel like things are spinning faster than our hearts can keep up. And… yet 
the church has always lived in times like these.

When I think about the story of the Bible, followers of Jesus built communities of faith during seasons of 
uncertainty, persecution and social upheaval. Still, they gathered. They prayed. They cared for one another. They 
believed that even in troubled times, God was still faithful and at work.

Friends, in times like these, the church becomes even more important. The church is where hope is 
nurtured and where people fi nd strength to keep going. The church is the place where compassion rises above 
fear and where love pushes back against despair. When the world feels harsh, the church is where kindness is 
embodied.

Please remember that every time you and your congregation gather for worship, every prayer that you offer, 
every act of generosity and service becomes a quiet but powerful witness that God’s love is still alive in a crazy 
world.

I am convinced that sometimes we just need to turn off the news and the noise and rest in the assurance 
that even in uncertain times, God is still present. God is still working. And the light still shines in the midst of 
darkness.

Live Out Your Faith!
The W.R.A.P. Center (formally the Warming Center) is expanding its programming.  Now that the Center is located 
in the old Department of Labor building, there is an opportunity for an expanded program that will give people 
a a place to be during the day.  Catholic Charities has reached out to the local faith community to create a faith 
partner Welcome Center Task Force.  Under the leadership of Dr. Thomas Holmes, this faith partner Welcome 
Center Task Force has many of the local churches participating.  A representative from each congregation will 
be a conduit of communication between the WRAP Center and the churches.  Naomi has been attending these 
meetings to represent UCC.  The goal of this group is to provide shelter and activities for people from 8am-5pm, 
7 days a week.  Some of the local social services, health and recovery organizations will also be present to 
provide access to their services. The building is being renovated now, so hopefully this program will begin 
sometime in early May.  

There are two parts of the project which congregations can be involved in.  One is raising funds to provide 
weekend staffi ng and the second is to volunteer at the center. There will always be a Catholic Charities staff 
person at the Center and they are requesting that the Churches provide a volunteer to assist Monday through 
Friday from 8am-11am and Saturday and Sunday from 8am-5pm.  

The role of volunteers is simple, to offer kindness without expectation, to meet people exactly where they are and 
to create space for individuals to feel safe and not judged.  Catholic Charities will be providing volunteer training 
before the program starts.  Naomi has already volunteered to be there on Tuesdays to provide art activities.  
If you have any interest in volunteering please contact Naomi and she can give you more details. This is an 
ever growing program, so there will be more opportunities for ways to serve as the program expands.  This is a 
fantastic way to live out your faith and show God’s love in a tangible way.
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Music Ministries
Mary Williams, Director

New Choir Member
We welcome Samantha Lyons to the Choir.  
Samantha is new to singing and is eager 
to learn more about reading music.  She 
has been attending church with her 
husband, Josh and her son, Sebastian. 
Samantha says, “I work at the Area 
Agency on Aging as an Outreach Worker 
and am starting an advice column in the 
Bullthistle newsletter called “Dear Sam.” I love 
all things creative and am great at turning two nickels into a 
dollar (ask me about thrifting.)”

Palm Sunday Plans
Our Bell Choir is scheduled to play Lloyd Larson’s festive arrangement of Hosanna, Loud Hosanna as the Prelude 
for the blessing of the Palms on Palm Sunday. After the procession to the Broad Street United Methodist Church for 
the Passion portion of the worship service, the two choirs will join together to perform Lift Up Your Heads and Sing 
by Douglas Wagner. Our two churches have enjoyed many years of singing together.

Good Friday
The Worship Team in collaboration with Pastor Glenn, met to create a special worship experience for our 
Good Friday Service, at 5:00 p.m. on April 3. The service will include special music, hymns, readings, and the 
extinguishing of candles.

Easter
Our Easter worship service will include glorious music from our choir and musicians, accompanied by organ, piano 
and trumpet. 

Participants and audience for Jingle Jammers handbell experience for kids hosted by our Music Department 
over the winter. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 Palm Sunday 30 31 1 2 Maundy Thursday 3 Good Friday 4 Holy Saturday 

10:00am Blessing of the 
Palms, UCC 
10:30am Passion 
Service, BSUMC 
11:30am Hand Bells 
1:00pm Chenango 
Change, Founders Rm. 

9:00am AARP Tax 
Aid, Founders Rm. 
10:00am Knitting 
Group, Mayflower 
Rm. 

1:00pm Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 
5:15pm Free Meal at 
St. Bartholomew’s 
Catholic Church 

9:00am AARP Tax Aid, 
Founders Rm 
10:00am Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
6:00pm Lent Series, Chapel, 
Zoom 
7:00pm Choir, Nave 

9:00am AARP Tax 
Aid, Founders Rm.  
11:00am Coffee & 
Conversation, 
Mayflower Rm. 
6:00pm SOAR group, 
Chapel 

3:00 – 4:45pm 
Youth Group 
5:00pm Tenebrae 
Service, Nave 

 

5 Easter Sunday 6 Easter Monday 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00am Nursery 
10:00am Celebration of 
the Resurrection 
11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

Church Office 
Closed Today 
9:00am AARP Tax 
Aid, Founders Rm. 
6:30pm Girl 
Scouts, Chapel 

Church Office Closed 
Today 
10:00am Helping 
Hands at Chobani 
Food Distribution, 
Fairgrounds 
1:00pm Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 
5:15pm Free Meal at 
St. Bartholomew’s 
Catholic Church 

9:00am AARP Tax Aid, 
Founders Rm 
10:00am Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
7:00pm Choir, Nave 

11:00am Coffee & 
Conversation, 
Mayflower Rm. 
1:00pm Piecemakers 
Monthly Meeting, 
Founders Rm. 
6:00pm SOAR group, 
Chapel 

9:00am AARP Tax 
Aid, Founders Rm.  
3:30pm Youth 
Group, upstairs 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:00am Nursery 
10:00am Worship 
Sunday School 
11:00am Coffee Hour 
11:30am Handbells 
12:45 p.m. Service at 
Chenango Valley Home 
1:30pm Chenango 
Change, Founders Rm. 

9:00am AARP Tax 
Aid, Founders Rm. 
10:00am Knitting 
Group, Mayflower 
Rm. 

1:00pm Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 
1:00pm Worship 
Team, Chapel, Zoom 
5:00pm Pride Alliance 
Meeting, Founders 
Rm. 
5:15pm Free Meal at 
St. Bartholomew’s 
Catholic Church 

9:00am AARP Tax Aid, 
Founders Rm 
10:00am Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
4:00pm Laundry Love, 
Byrne Dairy 
6:00pm Democratic Comm., 
Founders Rm. 
7:00pm Choir, Nave 

9:00am AARP Tax 
Aid, Founders Rm 
11:00am Coffee & 
Conversation, Kitchen 
4:30pm Free Meal at 
Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church 
6:00pm SOAR group, 
Chapel 

3:30pm Youth 
Group, upstairs 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:00am Nursery 
10:00am Worship 
Sunday School 
11:00am Coffee Hour 
11:30am Handbells 

2:00pm Tai Chi, 
Founders Rm. 
6:30pm Girl 
Scouts, Chapel 

1:00pm Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 
5:15pm Free Meal at 
St. Bartholomew’s 
Catholic Church 
6:00pm Executive 
Council Mtg., Chapel, 
Zoom 

10:00am Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
7:00pm Choir, Nave 

11:00am Coffee & 
Conversation, Kitchen 
6:00pm SOAR group, 
Chapel 

3:30pm Youth 
Group, upstairs 

9:00am Diaper 
Giveaway at First 
Baptist Church. 
(until 11am) 

26 27 28 29 30   

9:00am Nursery 
10:00am Worship 
Sunday School 
11:00am Coffee Hour 
11:30am Handbells 
1:30pm Chenango 
Change, Founders Rm. 

10:00am Knitting, 
Kitchen 
2:00pm Tai Chi, 
Founders Rm. 
5:00pm Garden 
Club, Founders 
Rm. 

1:00pm Piecemakers, 
Kitchen 
5:15pm Free Meal at 
St. Bartholomew’s 
Catholic Church 

10:00am Prayer Circle, 
Zoom 
7:00pm Choir, Nave 

11:00am Coffee & 
Conversation, Kitchen 
6:00pm SOAR group, 
Chapel 

  

The Norwich Muslim Community meets upstairs every evening and Friday afternoon
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
Greetings! It’s been a busy month for both the Sunday School and Nursery as we continue all of our 

construction/updates, enter the season of Lent, prepare for our Palm Sunday ecumenical service, and get ready for 
the season of Easter!  

The painting of the nursery is now complete, our new shelving constructed, new carpet installed, and our new 
curtains hung! We are working on getting our beautiful new tapestries up on the walls (photo 1). Once this is 
complete, and the new shelving all in place, fi nal photographs will be taken and shared. 

Some of the other big changes in the nursery include the addition of a cozy reading area with a fuzzy circle rug 
and soft, fl uffy bean bags, a new rough and tumble climbing area with foam fl ooring (photo 2), a large gross motor 
play area complete with a city/road play rug, a fi ne motor play area with new manipulatives and small building toys, a 
separate kitchen and dramatic play area (photo 3), and an area specifi cally for writing, arts/crafts, and snacks. 

Now, let’s take a look at what we will be discovering in April as part of our curriculum 
during Sunday School! Our next series is entitled Easter, a seven-week series (modifi ed to 
six) which provides children with a meaningful way to walk through the entire Easter story; 
from Palm Sunday to the Resurrection and beyond. The series focuses on the moments 
that matter the most; helping students experience the depth of Jesus’ love, sacrifi ce, and 
victory in a way they’ll remember all year long! 

Our weekly Bible stories and supporting scripture will be as follows:
1. Palm Sunday | Matthew 21:1-11
2. The Resurrection of Jesus | Matthew 28:1-10  
3. Doubting Thomas believes | John 20:19-31
4. The road to Emmaus | Luke 24:30-31
5. The Good Shepherd’s Voice | John 10:1-10
6. Jesus is the Way | John 14:1-14  

FREE 2B ME YOUTH GROUP
The Youth Group will plan to meet most Friday afternoons from 3:30 - 
5:00 p.m. in the Youth Room upstairs. Announcements regarding youth 
group can be found in our weekly church email, bulletin, and monthly 
newsletter, as well as via text upon request! (Please text Ericka at 607-
373-0538 and ask to receive Free 2BMe announcements!)

ALWAYS feel free to bring a friend (or two!) to youth group. It’s a great 
environment to relax in. Let’s hang out, have some snacks, and listen to 
some music! 

The youth got some new board games and extra large bean bag chairs this past month! Check it out! You could 
totally nap on these. 

Children and Youth Ministries
Ericka Tyler, Director

1 2 3
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Letters • Emails • Notes
Dear UCC, 

On behalf of Hospice & Palliative Care of Chenango County, I would like to thank you for your generous donation 
on 2/26/2026.  With the support of people like you, our organization has been caring for our community since 
1991. As the demand for our services continues to grow, your contribution enables us to provide quality care, 
comfort, support, and relief to terminally ill patients and their families in Chenango County, regardless of ability to 
pay. 

Your generosity does not go unnoticed, and refl ects the true “Neighbors caring for neighbors” spirit of Hospice 
Care. We appreciate you and we hope you, and your family, stay healthy and safe in these uncertain times. 

Please keep in mind that our organization provides grief services and counseling to anyone in Chenango County, 
free of charge. In times of crisis this resource is valuable and crucial to our entire community. 

  Thank you, 
   Cassandra Pfoh 
   Hospice & Palliative Care of Chenango County

To the Congregation of the UCC,
Since 2022 you have been a mainstay in the generous fi nancial support of our steeple/roof project at BSUMC.  

You have been with us almost from the beginning giving us help from the strengthening and restoration of the 
interior of our attic and steeples to, literally, the roof tops.

Your wonderful donation last year went directly to the new roof – which was a huge expense.  Your most recent 
gift will help us to begin Phase 4, in the spring, the repair and re-shingling of the smaller of the two steeples (104’ 
tall).  I another year, hopefully, we will fi nish the exterior of the large, 190’ steeple.

Please know that it means so much to us that you care and are willing to help us, from our church to yours, we 
are truly so appreciative.  God bless you all.
   Bernie Windsor
   Broad Street United Methodist Church

BOOK OF THE MONTH
This month’s focus is on those ever changing and fascinating creatures we call teens. Does your teen actually 

spend time reading their Bible? Have you ever wished the Bible was written in a way that your child would want to 
read it? How about a book fi lled with Bible stories rewritten in a way that is both relatable and relevant? Well, look no 
further! 

In a world fi lled with endless social media, peer pressure, and constant distractions, it’s 
easy for teens to feel disconnected from their faith. But the Bible isn’t outdated; truly it is still 
full of wisdom that speaks directly to the challenges teens face today. Bible Stories for Modern 
Teens makes scripture come alive with 50 engaging and easy-to-read retellings designed to 
capture their attention and make biblical truths feel REAL. Check it out! 

As we all go through the busy days ahead, let’s remember that Jesus is our truest and most 
faithful friend; one who never leaves us and always loves us. While many things in life change, 
Jesus’ love for us stays the same forever. As families, may we encourage our children and one 
another to keep our eyes on Jesus and follow His way—choosing kindness, showing love, and trusting God in all we 
do. When we walk in Jesus’ footsteps each day, we discover that our best friend forever is always right beside us! 
God Bless!

Check out any Sunday School/Youth Group updates for the upcoming month below:
� April 3  - Free 2B Me Youth Group ends early at 4:45 pm today!
� April 5 - NO Sunday School (Easter)
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As mentioned in January’s newsletter, this recurring section of the newsletter is intended to be a way to be more 
transparent with our fi nancial position.  These graphs refl ect the church’s status in regards to income and expenses.  
The fi rst of the two graphs show some detail about monthly income from the different sources as well as the 
total income for the given month.  The second graph shows income vs. expenses as well as YTD (Year To Date) 
totals.  Please understand that these graphs will run one month behind the newsletter date as this information is 
a review of the data through the previous month as well as year to date.  Please feel free to direct questions about 
this information or any fi nancial matters to me and I will try and give you an answer or explanation to help better 
understand the information.

Financial Corner
Information submitted by Pete Williams 

on behalf of the Budget and Finance Action Committee



9

Let us keep in our prayers the following concerns:
• families, families that may be going through particularly diffi cult times, families seeking God’s guidance;
• those who are moving because of their work, those looking for work, and those looking for meaning in their work.
• those who are ill, who are recovering from illness or surgery, or who anticipate going to the hospital.
• those who grieve over the death of someone they love.
• our church, that it might be faithful to its calling, our pastor, all staff members and committees.
• peace in the world.
• gay, lesbian and bisexual and transgendered persons, and all those who feel isolated and alone.
• the people of Ukraine, Russia, the Middle East

Prayer Concerns

BIRTHDAYS
16  Richie Bonney
23  Ericka Tyler
26  Paul Currie
30  Neil Conant

ANNIVERSARIES
Vincent and Karen Mallozzi – 4/17/71 – 55 years

Chad and Meena Conant - 4/21/07 – 19 years

 
 
 
 

 

MENU:  meatloaf, mashed potatoes, gravy, roll, 
string beans, and a chocolate chip cookie.  
LOCATION: Broad St. Methodist Church 

74 North Broad St. Next to YMCA 
4:30 pm EVERYONE IS WELCOME 



11 West Main Street
Norwich NY 13815

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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