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An Open and Affi  rming Church

June 21,  2026 10:00 a.m.
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

Open & Affi  rming Sunday & Annual Meeting
Father’s Day

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Norwich, New York

PREPARING TO WORSHIP GOD

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Let us now have a time of quiet meditation and prayer as we listen to the 
musical prelude, preparing ourselves to worship the living God together.  

PRELUDE
 Pendaneni (“Love One Another”)  by Cathy Moklebust

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP 
ONE: Creating God, blessed are You and blessed is this time and 

place you have provided for us.
ALL:   You give peace in our souls and strength and hope as 

we face our challenges.
ONE: Thank you for reminding us that each part of the diversity of 

your creation is good.
ALL: Thank you for bringing to mind that we are each a 

unique and unrepeatable miracle.  
ONE: Ignite a new spark of life and inspiration in each of our 

hearts and minds.
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ALL: That we may honor and cherish all people, in the great 
variety you have created us.

PRAYER IN UNISON
O God, no image can encompass you, nor can any one name 
defi ne you.  You have created all that has been, all that is and 
all that will be. Open our eyes and hearts that we may value 
what you have made and see the blessings that you have put 
in our paths. Give us integrity and courage to be the human 
beings you have created us to be, to the glory of your name.  
Amen

*OPENING HYMN       All Are Welcome  Insert
  (v.1-3, choir only on verse 2) 

TIME OF SHARING

CHILDREN’S MOMENT  

CHOIR ANTHEM
 Including Me, Including You  Music by Tom Rasely
   Tom Rasely, Guitar Lyrics by Joseph Connolly

PASSING OF THE PEACE
ONE: May the peace of our Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing of the 
peace followed by a sung response.

SUNG RESPONSE     Deep Peace Insert
No Sunday School for the Summer.

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING
ONE:  O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
ALL:  You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you 

discern my thoughts from far away.
ONE:  You search out my path and my lying down, and are 

acquainted with all my ways.
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ALL:  Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know 
it completely.

ONE: You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon 
me.

ALL: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high 
that I cannot attain it.

ONE: Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I fl ee from 
your presence?

ALL:  If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in 
Sheol, you are there.

ONE: I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest 
limits of the sea,

ALL:  Even there your hand shall lead me and your right hand 
shall hold me fast.

ONE:  If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light 
around me become night’,

ALL:  Even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as 
bright as the day,  for darkness is as light to you.

ONE: For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb.

ALL:  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.

ONE:  My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made 
in secret,  intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

ALL:  Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your 
book were written all the days that 

    were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.
ONE: How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is 

the sum of them!  
ALL:  If I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I 

come to the end, I am still with you.

HYMN      O For a World #575

SCRIPTURE READING 
  I John 4:16-21 Pew Bible NT p. 260

PRESENTATION
 Roland J. Shea, President, Chenango County Pride Alliance
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE      Sweet Hour of Prayer arranged by Tom Rasely
 Tom Rasely, guitar

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  
Off ering plates are located at the doors of the church.

Give online at uccnorwichny.org/give

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
O God, thank you for integrating us into your family.  We 
pray that you would accept our gifts this day, a sign of 
thanksgiving for all that you have done for us.  We pray you 
would guide your church in the use of the gifts so that others 
in our world may know of your concern and provision.  This 
we pray in the name of Jesus, your Son, and in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen
                   
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER  

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN        All Are Welcome  Insert (v.4-5)

BENEDICTION
Go now, go in safety, for you cannot go where God is not present.
Go in love, for love alone endures.
Go with purpose and God will honor your dedication.
and go in peace, for it is a gift of God 
 to those whose hearts and minds are in Christ Jesus.

POSTLUDE  Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound
  by Mark Hayes
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
WIFI IS AVAILABLE 
Network Name: UCC-Guest    Password: uccguest
 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 7.
 
INTERESTED IN JOINING OR LEARNING MORE ABOUT UCC? A 
number of people have expressed an interest in becoming a formal 
member of this Congregation. A few are interested in learning more 
about the beliefs of UCC and how the larger church is organized, 
including where we fi t in as a congregation. If you are interested in 
becoming a formal member or a discussion of what the church’s identity 
is, please fi ll out the small fl ier in the bulletin and put it in the collection 
plate this morning. You can also email the church offi  ce with your 
interest at offi  ce@uccnorwichny.org
 
ANNUAL MEETING TODAY after the worship service in the Founders 
Room.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Members are encouraged to 
attend to vote on new board members. 
 
AS YOU MAY BE AWARE, Mary Williams is retiring and next week 
is her last Sunday as our Director of Music Ministries.  Please come 
and share in this special day as we thank Mary, and Pete, for their 
contributions to the church and wish them well.  A luncheon will be held 
in the Founders Room following the service.
 
ITHACA PRIDE ALLIANCE and BEYOND BINARY invite families to 
“Camp Queerstock” Day Camp Event at Camp Comstock in Ithaca.  
Free.  Registration is not required.  June 28, 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  For 
activities and details, see the fl ier on the bulletin board.  
 
NEW SIGN UP SHEET - Check out the bulletin board for a new sign-
up sheet for weekly Ushers, Liturgists, Coff ee Hour and Flowers - one 
sheet for all four areas to sign up in.  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer 
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave and leave them in 
the basket provided.  Pastor Glenn will receive the slips prior to the 
service.

NAMETAGS - Everyone is encouraged to wear a nametag on Sunday 
mornings. If your nametag needs updating, you can leave it in the box 
on the table, or in the church offi  ce.
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CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 - Father’s Day
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship - Pride Sunday
 Welcome Roland Shea, President, Chenango Pride Alliance
11:00 a.m. Annual Meeting after the service in the Founders Rm.
11:15 a.m. Coff ee Hour - bring something to share
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells, upstairs

MONDAY, JUNE 22
10:00 a.m. Knitting, Kitchen
2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Rm.
5:00 p.m. Garden Club Meeting, Founders Room
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 

TUESDAY, JUNE 23
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, Kitchen
5:15 p.m. Free meal at St. Bartholomew’s, East Main St., Norwich
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24
11:30 a.m. Free hot dog lunch at Emmanuel Episcopal Church
7:00 p.m. Choir, Nave
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 25 
11:00 a.m. Coff ee & Conversation, Kitchen
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 

6:00 p.m. SOAR Group, Chapel

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  Diaper Give-away at First Bapist Church.  

SUNDAY, JUNE 28
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave
11:00 a.m. Luncheon in the Founders Room
11:30 a.m. Hand Bells, upstairs



PARTICIPANTS TODAY
Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaff ey
Director of Music Ministries:  Mary Williams
Organist: David Burch
Bell Choir Ringers: Heavenly Mahaff ey, Destine Smith, Lilit Danielyan,  
 Amy Rogers, Ericka Tyler, Michael Moren, Elspeth Hunter, 
 Pete Williams, Maxine Gage, Hannah DeBates, John Kolb
Instrumentalist: Tom Rasely, guitar
Children and Youth Ministries: Ericka Tyler
Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi
Livestream Staff : Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter, 
                              Breanna Rogers
Sunday Sexton: Mya Yantz
Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel
Liturgist: Rose Laughlin
Coff ee Hour: Norma Kinney, Judy Smith, Deb Phelps, Terri Yantz

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - offi  ce@uccnorwichny.org    -    www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday  
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (Closed 12 - 1 for lunch)

June 21, 2026



I John 4:16-21  
 

So we have known and believe the love that God has for 
us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among 
us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgement, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love* because 
he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate 
their brothers or sisters,- are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister - whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. The commandment 
we have from him is this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters - also. 
 



Interest in being a member    
Interest in information about what the church believes 

Name ___________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________

Email address ____________________________________________

I prefer to participate in a Zoom discussion  
I prefer a hybrid discussion with in-person as well as zoom 

participants 

Available times to meet in person or on Zoom:

Monday   Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
Saturday  Sunday
  
in morning
at noontime
in early evening

Would like to meet this Summer.  
Would like to begin next Fall.  

Want to 
Learn More?

Fill out the Form below 
and put it in the offering plate.

Or email office@uccnorwichny.org 
with this information.
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All Are Welcome

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Tune: TWO OAKS, 9 6 8 6 8 7 10 with refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
© 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.
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Deep Peace
Words and Music by Marian M. Thomas ©2000
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Words copyright 1987 Medical Mission Sisters. Used with permission.
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