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CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Let us take a moment for quiet meditation and prayer as we
prepare ourselves to worship the living God as we listen to the
musical prelude.

PRELUDE JustAs | Am by C.E. Walz
GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: Create in us clean hearts, O God,

ALL: And we will call upon You as long as we live!
ONE: For your message is a light on our path.

ALL: Your message puts joy in our hearts.

PRAYER IN UNISON

Almighty God, the creator of all, we have come to this place
to ask that you would illumine the path before us and inscribe
the way of Jesus on our hearts and in our minds. Empower

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

> Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.



us by your Holy Spirit to walk in the light of your grace, where
you show the way, that we may act toward others as we
would desire them to act toward us. Amen

*OPENING HYMN  Almighty God, Your Word is Cast #318
TIME OF SHARING

PASSING OF THE PEACE
ONE: May the peace of our Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing
of the peace followed by a sung response.

SUNG RESPONSE Bind us Together Insert
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE Genesis 25: 19-34

This is the story of Isaac, son of Abraham. |saac was forty years
old when we took Rebekah, the sister of Laban the Aramean,
to be his wife. Isaac pleaded with the Lord on behalf of his wife,
because she was barren; and the Lord responded to his plea,
and his wife Rebekah conceived. But the children struggled in her
womb, and she said “If so, why do | exist?” She went to inquire of
the Lord, and the Lord answered her:
Two nations are in your womb,
Two separate peoples shall issue from your body.
One people shall be mightier than the other,
and the older shall serve the younger.

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her
womb. The first one emerged red, like a hairy mantle all over; so
they named him Esau. Then his brother emerged, holding on to
the heel of Esau; so they named him Jacob. Isaac was sixty years
old when they were born.

When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man
of the outdoors; but Jacob was a mild man, who stayed in



camp. Isaac favored Esau because he had a taste for game; but
Rebekah favored Jacob. Once when Jacob was cooking a stew,
Esau came in from the open, famished. Esau said to Jacob “give
me some of that red stuff to gulp down, for | am famished! This is
why he was named “Edom”. ['Red One”] Jacob said, “first sell me
your birthright.” Esau said, “I am at the point of death, so of what
use is my birthright to me?” But Jacob said “swear to me first.”
So, he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. Jacob then
gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate and drank, and he
rose and went away. Thus did Esau spurn the birthright.

A PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Living God, the scriptures are full of stories of people just like
us: people who have grieved and questioned and have cried
out for your guidance and strength. We see families where
siblings do not get along, where parents chose favorites
and where one generation could not understand another.
Recognizing this about ourselves, there is no need for
pretense in this place. You are such a patient and persistent
God! Plant the seeds of the gospel in each of our hearts
today and help us to recognize the new spiritual life growing
up in us.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

SPECIAL MUSIC It Won’t Be Long by Andraé Crouch
Arranged by Mark Hayes

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside

the lake. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got
into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. *And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen!
A sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. °Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. °But when
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root,
they withered away. "Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. 80Other seeds fell on good soil



and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!’

18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. ®When anyone hears
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what
was sown on the path. 2°As for what was sown on rocky ground,
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it
with joy; ?'yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares
of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. #But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.’

SERMON Do we hope for restoration or new life?
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE Peaceful Piano #5 by Mark Hayes

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

Offering plates are located at the doors of the church.
Give online at uccnorwichny.org/give

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O God, thank you for integrating us into your family. We

pray that you would accept our gifts this day, a sign of
thanksgiving for all that you have done for us. We pray you
would guide your church in the use of the gifts so that others
in our world may know of your concern and provision. This
we pray in the name of Jesus, your Son, and in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Amen

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER



6

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as
we forgive those who are indebted to us. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
Sing Them Over Again to Me (Wonderful Words of Life)  #319

BENEDICTION

Go now, go in safety, for you cannot go where God is not present.
Go in love, for love alone endures.

Go with purpose and God will honor your dedication.

and go in peace, for it is a gift of God to those whose hearts and
minds are in Christ Jesus.

POSTLUDE Letthe Word Go Forth by Tom Birchwood

e

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WIFI IS AVAILABLE
Network Name: UCC-Guest Password: uccguest

NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 7.

SUNDAY SCHOOL is on a break and the Sunday School room is closed
for the summer. As a reminder to parents - there is no adult supervision
upstairs for older children. We are happy to have children stay in the
Nave throughout the service. Coloring books, game books and other
age appropriate activities are available at the back of the Nave for your
use.

CHENANGO PRIDE FEST - Saturday, July 18 at the Fairgrounds on
East Main St. Free - everyone is welcome. Stop by our booth. If you'd
like to volunteer at our booth, see Pastor Glenn.

INTERESTED IN JOINING OR LEARNING MORE ABOUT UCC?
See Pastor Glenn.



BINGHAMTON MEETUP FORLGBTQ+ YOUTH AGES 12-24

- Thursday, July 16, 3 - 6 p.m. at Identity Youth Center, 206 State St.,
Binghamton. Learn leather crafting with Rhyse Curtis of WonderWyrm
Studio. Tool and paint a leather cuff bracelet or bookmark. FREE. RSVP
or Drop In. beyondbinary.org/meet-ups.

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED SHOPPING FOR THE CHURCH?
Each week we go through various kitchen supplies that we try to keep
stocked, such as water, creamers that are low, specific Keurig coffee
pods, etc. Would you be interested in checking the list in the kitchen and
purchasing these items using a church Wal-Mart card? It would serve
the whole UCC family! If you are interested, please give the Church
office or our Moderator, Deb Phelps a call! Thank you!!

PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave and leave them in
the basket provided. Pastor Glenn will receive the slips prior to the
service.

NAMETAGS - Everyone is encouraged to wear a nametag on Sunday
mornings. If your nametag needs updating, you can leave it in the box
on the table, or in the church office.

CALENDAR

SUNDAY, JULY 12

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour, Founders Rm.

1:00 p.m. Chenango Change, Founders Room

MONDAY, JULY 13

11:00 a.m. Free Bag Lunch, Broad St. United Methodist Church
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen

2:00 p.m Tai Chi, Founders Rm.

5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs

6:00 p.m. Executive Council, Cnoference Room, Zoom

TUESDAY, JULY 14
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, Kitchen
5:00 p.m. Pride Alliance Meeting, Founders Rm.



July 12. 2026

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15

11:30 a.m. Free hot dog lunch at Emmanuel Episcopal Church

4:00 p.m. Laundry Love assistance at Byrne Dairy Laundrymat, Norwich
6:00 p.m. Democratic Committee, Founders Room

THURSDAY, JULY 9

11:00 a.m. Coffee & Conversation, Kitchen
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs
6:00 p.m. SOAR Group, Mayflower Room

SATURDAY, JULY 18
11:00 a.m. Chenango Pride Fest, Fairgrounds, East Main St.
(until 5 p.m.)

SUNDAY, JULY 19

9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs

10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour, Founders Rm. - Bring something to share.

PARTICIPANTS TODAY

Ministers: All the People

Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaffey

Organist: David Burch

Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi

Livestream Staff: Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter,
Breanna Rogers, Kaylee Winterrose

Sunday Sexton: Miles Yantz

Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel

Liturgist: Michael Moren

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - office@uccnorwichny.org - www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday )
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. ﬂ ° IOl




Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

John Cawood, 1815; alt.

318

Matt. 13:1-9, 18-23
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1 Al - might-y God, your Wordis cast like seed in - to the ground;

2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not theworld’sde - ceit-ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So whenthe pre - cious seed is sown, your quick-ening grace be - stow,
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Now let the dew of heavende-scendand righ-teous fruits a - bound.
But give it root in ev - ery heart to bring forth fruits of love.
But let it yield a  hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
That all whose souls the truth re-ceive its  sav - ing power may know.
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The parable of the sower from Matthew’s Gospel was the basis
for this hymn. Growing up on a small farm, John Cawood, a

|

Tune: ST.FLAVIAN CM.
Day, The Whole Booke of Psalms, 1562

priest of the Church of England, surely had a special
understanding of this parable.



Bind Us Together

©1977 THANKYOU MUSIC (PRS)

Words and Music by BOB GILLMAN
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We are God's cho-sen de - sire, we are the  glo-rious new wine.

Copyright © 1977 and this arr. © 1986 Thankyou Music. Admin. By Maranatha! Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission CCLI License
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THE BIBLE

319 Sing Them Over Again to Me
(Wonderful Words of Life)

Philip P. Bliss, 1874; alt.
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1 Sing them o - ver a - gain to me, won-der-ful words of  life;
2 Christ, the bless-ed one, gives to all won-der-ful words of life;
3 Sweet-ly ech-o0 the gos - pel call, won-der-ful words of  life;
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let ~me more of their beau - ty see, won-der - ful words of  life;
sin - ner, wake to the lov - ing call, won-der - ful words of  life;
of - fer par-don and peace to all, won-der - ful words of life;
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Words of life and beau - ty teach me faith and du - ty.
All so free - ly giv - en, our sure hope of heav - en.
Je - sus, on - ly Sav - ior, keep me withyou for - ev - er.
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Beau-ti - ful words, won-der-ful words, won-der-ful words of life.
Gt trr g eee *Hﬁ-;@
e e e |
| ' I — '
’ e
: :t:szs“_——kﬁa—-rj—q S
5 — — + ¢ &+ $ <&

Beau-ti - ful words, won-der - ful words, won-der - ful words of life.
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Philip Bliss wrote this text and tune for the first issue of Words Tune: WORDS OF LIFE C.M. with refrain
of Life (1874). A few years later it was sung as a duet during an Philip P. Bliss, 1874

evangelistic campaign and became popular immediately.
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