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An Open and Affi  rming Church

July 19, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 11, Year A
UCC Theme:  Wheat and Weeds Together

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Norwich, New York

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Let us take a moment for quiet meditation and prayer as we 
prepare ourselves to worship the living God as we listen to the 
musical prelude.  

PRELUDE    O Church, Arise (Arise, Shine)
 by Krysten Getty, Keith Getty, Stuart Townsend, Chris Tomlin 

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Our hope is in God.
ALL:  Who created the heavens and the earth
ONE: Let us wait patiently for God’s salvation
ALL: Liberation can come in ways we could never imagine.

PRAYER IN UNISON
Praise to you O God, for you have brought us through 
diffi  culties and strengthened us to meet the challenges we 
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have encountered.  We pray that we may not lose hope just 
because we can see no easy solutions. Our sight is limited.  
Help us to always remember that you walk with us and claim 
us as your beloved children.  In the name of Jesus and the 
power of the Spirit. Amen

*OPENING HYMN  God Reigns o’er all the Earth #21

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND GENEROSITY  

DISCIPLESHIP COMMITMENT
ONE: We love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.
ALL:  We commit our whole selves to God.
ONE:  We love our neighbors as ourselves.
ALL:  We commit ourselves to do justice as Christ’s 

ambassadors of reconciliation.
ONE:  We love one another as Jesus loves us.
ALL:  We commit ourselves to becoming a beloved 

community of God,
ONE:  Making disciples by teaching and modeling how to follow 

Jesus’ Way of Love.
ALL:  We commit ourselves to be disciples of Jesus, sharing 

His way of love in the manner in which we live our lives 
and practice our faith.

TIME OF SHARING

PASSING OF THE PEACE
ONE: May the peace of our Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing 
of the peace followed by a sung response.

SUNG RESPONSE     Bind us Together Insert

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE   Romans 8:24-27   (New Revised Standard Version)
In hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not 
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see, we wait for it with patience.  Likewise, the Spirit helps us 
in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.

SPECIAL MUSIC Praise and Thanksgiving/Morning Has Broken 
  by Thomas Keesecker

SCRIPTURE READING   Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his fi eld; but 
while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came 
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your fi eld? Where, then, did these weeds 
come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves 
said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But 
he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 
wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the 
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 
weeds fi rst and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.” ’

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds 
of the fi eld.’ He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is 
the Son of Man; the fi eld is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds 
are collected and burned up with fi re, so will it be at the end of 
the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will 
throw them into the furnace of fi re, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!’

 SERMON    Hope that is seen is not hope.
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE  Peaceful Piano #3 by Mark Hayes

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  

Off ering plates are located at the doors of the church.
Give online at uccnorwichny.org/give

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
O God, thank you for welcoming us into your family.  We 
pray that you would accept the gifts we off er to you, a way of 
saying thank you for all that you have done for us.  We pray 
you would guide your church in the use of the gifts so that 
others in our world may know of your concern and provision.  
This we pray in the name of Jesus, your Son, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
                   
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive those who are indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN        Now is the Time Approaching #609

BENEDICTION
Go now, go in safety, for you cannot go where God is not present.
Go in love, for love alone endures.
Go with purpose and God will honor your dedication.
and go in peace, for it is a gift of God to those whose hearts and 
minds are in Christ Jesus.
 
POSTLUDE   Postlude on “Duke Street” by David Lasky
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
WIFI IS AVAILABLE 
Network Name: UCC-Guest    Password: uccguest
 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 7.

SUNDAY SCHOOL is on a break and the Sunday School room is closed 
for the summer. As a reminder to parents - there is no adult supervision 
upstairs for older children. We are happy to have children stay in the 
Nave throughout the service. Coloring books, game books and other 
age appropriate activities are available at the back of the Nave for your 
use. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL DURING COFFEE HOUR NEXT WEEK - JULY 
26.  Plan to come and enjoy a cold, refreshing treat.  No need to bring 
anything.

FREE TICKETS TO NYS FAIR AVAILABLE.  If you’re interested in 
attending the NYS Fair in Syracuse on Friday, August 28 on Pride Day, 
we can get you free tickets through the FAIRNY organization.  Please let 
Cheri in the church offi  ce know if you would like tickets.

FREE COMMUNITY DINNER - TAKE-OUT ONLY, Sunday, July 26 at 
Broad St. United Methodist Church, 4:30 p.m.  Ham & Cheese sub, 
chips, water, cookies.

FREE BAG LUNCH, MONDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 11:00 a.m. 
at the Broad St. United Methodist Church. PB&J, water, applesauce, 
cookies, chips.  Available for whoever needs it.

FREE LUNCH, TUESDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 11:30 a.m. at 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  Grilled hot dog, chips, water.  Available for 
whoever needs it.

INTERESTED IN JOINING OR LEARNING MORE ABOUT UCC? 
See Pastor Glenn.

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED SHOPPING FOR THE CHURCH?  
Each week we go through various kitchen supplies that we try to keep 
stocked, such as water, creamers that are low, specifi c Keurig coff ee 
pods, etc.  Would you be interested in checking the list in the kitchen and 
purchasing these items using a church WalMart card?  It would serve the 
whole UCC family!  If you are interested, please give the Church offi  ce or 
our Moderator, Deb Phelps a call!  Thank you!!
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PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer 
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave and leave them in 
the basket provided.  Pastor Glenn will receive the slips prior to the 
service.

NAMETAGS - Everyone is encouraged to wear a nametag on Sunday 
mornings. If your nametag needs updating, you can leave it in the box 
on the table, or in the church offi  ce.

CALENDAR 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 19
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave
11:00 a.m. Coff ee Hour, Founders Rm. 

MONDAY, JULY 20
11:00 a.m. Free Bag Lunch, Broad St. United Methodist Church
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Rm.
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 

TUESDAY, JULY 21
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, Kitchen

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
11:30 a.m. Free hot dog lunch at Emmanuel Episcopal Church
 
THURSDAY, JULY 23
11:00 a.m. Coff ee & Conversation, Kitchen
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 
6:00 p.m. SOAR Group, Mayfl ower Room

SATURDAY, JULY 25
9:00 a.m. Diaper Give Away at First Baptist Church (until 11 a.m.)

SUNDAY, JULY 26
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave - Graduating Senior Shalom
11:00 a.m. Ice Cream Social, Founders Rm. - (No need to bring 

anything)
1:00 p.m. Chenango Change, Founders Rm.
4:30 p.m.  Free Take-Out meal at Broad St. United Methodist Church



PARTICIPANTS TODAY
Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaff ey
Organist/Music Ministries Facilitator: David Burch
Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi
Livestream Staff : Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter, 
                              Breanna Rogers, Kaylee Winterrose
Sunday Sexton: Miles Yantz
Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel
Liturgist: Jennifer Mallozzi

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - offi  ce@uccnorwichny.org    -    www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday  
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

July 19, 2026

Link to Online Giving
www.uccnorwichny.org/give



Words copyright © 1987 Jane Parker Huber from A SINGING FAITH. Used by permission of Westminster/John Knox Press.
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE License #735996-A. All rights reserved.



Words and Music by BOB GILLMAN

Bind Us Together
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©1977 THANKYOU MUSIC (PRS)

Copyright © 1977 and this arr. © 1986 Thankyou Music. Admin. By Maranatha! Music.  All Rights Reserved.  Used by permission CCLI License 
22167805.
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