
United Church of Christ
Norwich, New York

Neither death, nor life…
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from 

THE LOVE OF GOD
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

Romans 8:38-39
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An Open and Affi  rming Church

July 26, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 12, Year A
UCC Theme:  Weaving the Future

Graduate Commemoration

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Norwich, New York

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Liturgist)

Let us take a moment for quiet meditation and prayer as we 
prepare ourselves to worship the living God as we listen to the 
musical prelude. 

PRELUDE Chorale Prelude on “Cranham”    
  by Douglas E. Wagner 

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Let us give thanks to God together
ALL:  Opening our minds and hearts to see signs of God’s 

grace.
ONE: Encourage us, O God, to put our hope in You.
ALL: Let us never stop seeking your strength and direction.
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PRAYER IN UNISON
God of all life, God of all mercy, you assure us that nothing 
can separate us from the love you have shown us in Jesus. 
Such love is the power that can sustain our lives, change our 
lives, and by changing us impact the world in which we live.  
We praise you O God!  Thank you for Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit you have sent to comfort and strengthen us. Amen  

*OPENING HYMN   We Plant a Grain of Mustard Seed Insert

TIME OF SHARING

HONORING OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Liam Hunter 
Rosey Matthews 
Delilah Spiegel
Miles Yantz

PASSING OF THE PEACE
ONE: May the peace of our Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing 
of the peace followed by a sung response.

SUNG RESPONSE     Bind us Together Insert

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE   Romans 8:26-28, 35-37, 38-39

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs 
too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 

35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
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sword? 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Children’s Song Melody by Mark Hayes

SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his fi eld; 
it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of fl our until all of it was 
leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a fi eld, which 
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that fi eld. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant in search of fi ne pearls; on fi nding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fi sh of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, 
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the 
furnace of fi re, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

 SERMON    Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE   Peace by Bob Burroughs

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY  

Off ering plates are located at the doors of the Nave.
Give online at uccnorwichny.org/give

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
O God, thank you for welcoming us into your family. We 
pray that you would accept the gifts we off er to you today, a 
sacrifi ce of thanksgiving, a way of saying thank you for all 
that you have done for us. We pray you would guide your 
church in the use of the gifts so that others in our world may 
know of your concern and provision. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus, your Son, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen
                   
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER  
ONE:  Lord God, you are always more ready to hear than we are 
to pray and you provide for us in ways we cannot even imagine. 
We pray for the needs of your people today. 

We remember before you those who suff er from cancer and other 
illnesses, that you would fi ll them with a sense of your presence 
and strengthen them to endure the treatments they must undergo.  
This is my prayer.
ALL:  This is our prayer.

ONE:  Lord, we pray for those who continue in recovery and 
rehabilitation and those who must face new challenges in the 
directions of their lives, This is my prayer
ALL:  This is our prayer.

We pray for those who suff er from the anxiety and confusion from 
various forms of dementia and we pray for those who care for 
them, that you would give them strength, patience and direction. 
This is my prayer. 
ALL:  This is our prayer.
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We remember those who have asked for our prayers.  This is my 
prayer.
ALL:  This is our prayer.

We pray for those who do not have a roof over their heads to call 
home. We especially pray for the work of the WRAP center and 
the needs of the people who visit it. This is my prayer.
ALL:  This is our prayer.

We would be remiss, O Lord, if we did not give you our most 
sincere thanks for all the blessings you have bestowed upon 
us.  We especially thank you for the lives of these High School 
graduates who we honor today as they go forth to pursue their 
goals in life. This is my prayer.
ALL:  This is our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive those who are indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN        How Firm a Foundation #407

BENEDICTION
Go now, go in safety, for you cannot go where God is not present.
Go in love, for love alone endures.
Go with purpose and God will honor your dedication.
and go in peace, for it is a gift of God to those whose hearts and 
minds are in Christ Jesus.
 
POSTLUDE    Postlude on Duke Street by David Lasky
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
WIFI IS AVAILABLE 
Network Name: UCC-Guest    Password: uccguest
 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 7. There is 
no supervision for older children upstairs in the summer.  We are happy 
to have children of any age stay in the Nave throughout the service. 
Coloring books, game books and other age appropriate activities are 
available at the back of the Nave for your use. 

FREE TICKETS TO NYS FAIR AVAILABLE FOR AUGUST 28. Contact 
Cheri in the church offi  ce for details.

FREE BAG LUNCH, MONDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 11:00 a.m. at 
the Broad St. United Methodist Church. 

FREE HOT DOG LUNCH, TUESDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 
11:30 a.m. at Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED SHOPPING FOR THE CHURCH?  
Each week we go through various kitchen supplies that we try to 
keep stocked, such as water, creamers, specifi c Keurig coff ee pods, 
etc.  Would you be interested in checking the list in the kitchen and 
purchasing these items using a church WalMart card?  It would serve the 
whole UCC family!  If you are interested, please give the Church offi  ce or 
our Moderator, Deb Phelps a call!  Thank you!!

PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer 
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave and leave them in 
the basket provided.  Pastor Glenn will receive the slips prior to the 
service.

NAMETAGS - Everyone is encouraged to wear a nametag on Sunday 
mornings. If your nametag needs updating, you can leave it in the box 
on the table, or in the church offi  ce.

CALENDAR 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 26
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave - Graduating Senior Recognition
11:00 a.m. Coff ee Hour, Founders Room
1:00 p.m. Chenango Change, Founders Rm.
4:30 p.m.  Free Take-Out meal at Broad St. United Methodist Church



PARTICIPANTS TODAY
Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaff ey
Organist: David Burch
Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries: Ericka Tyler
Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi
Livestream Staff : Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter, 
                              Breanna Rogers, Kaylee Winterrose
Sunday Sexton: Miles Yantz
Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel
Liturgist: Rose Laughlin
Coff ee Hour: Jen Mallozzi, Ericka Tyler

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - offi  ce@uccnorwichny.org    -    www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday  
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

July 26, 2026
MONDAY, JULY 27
11:00 a.m. Free Bag Lunch, Broad St. United Methodist Church
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Rm.
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 

TUESDAY, JULY 28
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, Kitchen

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
11:30 a.m. Free hot dog lunch at Emmanuel Episcopal Church

 THURSDAY, JULY 30
11:00 a.m. Coff ee & Conversation, Kitchen
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 
6:00 p.m. SOAR Group, Mayfl ower Room

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave 
11:00 a.m. Coff ee Hour.  Bring something to share.



We Plant a Grain of Mustard Seed

1    We       plant      a        grain   of          mus - tard     seed,       and           in         our      faith     we          find   
2    Our      ac    -     tions,  more  than      words de -    fine         how         love’s    ex  -     am  -   ple         feeds  
3  When    stooped to        lend   a             help - ing     hand,      we           find        a         touch    that     heals,    
4  Make     love        our     pur  - pose,      love    our     aim,        for           love       en   -   dures     all      things,  
5    So        may        our     new    be -       gin  -  nings  prove,     like          liv   -     ing      bread    and      wine,                
6   Our      lives       will      be      ful-       filled   and     blessed,   if          through   the      seeds    we’ve   sown  

  the         proof      of         God    is        love,    in  -        deed,    which      blos -   soms    from      it’s       kind.  
   a            great -    er         love,  for      love     de  -        vine      bursts      forth    from    small  -  est       seeds.
  for          love        in      - vest - ed       will      ex  -       pand      to            bear      the       fruit     love     yields.                   
  and        choos -   ing       love   our     lives     will        claim     the          peace    for   -   give   - ness      brings.                 
  that        through our      co  -   mon    hu   -   man        love      we           taste     what     is         di      -  vine.
  and         by          the       love  that     we       pro   -     fess        the          love      of         Christ   is          known.

Mary Bryan Matney, 1990

  the         proof      of         God    is        love,    in  -        deed,    which     blos - soms   from    it’s       kind.  
   a            great -    er         love,  for      love     de  -        vine      bursts     forth  from   small - est       seeds.
  for          love        in      - vest - ed       will      ex  -       pand      to           bear    the      fruit   love     yields.                   
  and        choos -   ing       love   our     lives     will        claim     the         peace  for   -  give - ness      brings.                 
  that        through our      co  -   mon    hu   -   man        love      we          taste    what    is      di      -  vine.
  and         by          the       love  that     we       pro   -     fess        the         love     of      Christ  is          known.

Harmonization copyright 1940 Church Publishing, Inc.   Words copyright 1998 GIA Publications. 
Reprinted with permission under ONELICENSE License #735996-A. All rights reserved.



Words and Music by BOB GILLMAN

Bind Us Together
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©1977 THANKYOU MUSIC (PRS)

Copyright © 1977 and this arr. © 1986 Thankyou Music. Admin. By Maranatha! Music.  All Rights Reserved.  Used by permission CCLI License 
22167805.
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