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An Open and Affi  rming Church

August 2, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 13, Year A
UCC Theme:  Face to Face

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Norwich, New York

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME 
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Let us take a moment for quiet meditation and prayer as we 
prepare ourselves to worship the living God as we listen to the 
musical prelude.  

PRELUDE  Refl ection on “Land of Rest” by David Lasky

GATHERING

ONE: Blessed be God, whose word gives hope.
ALL: God’s living word shapes our dreams.
ONE: Holy Spirit, guide our steps to walk in the ways of Jesus.
ALL: Who leads us into everlasting life.

PRAYER IN UNISON
Walking in the way of wisdom, O God, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all people according to their needs. Holy Spirit 
of the living God, give us grace to trust God’s loving mercy 
from one day to the next. Give us the courage to follow 
Christ’s example that God’s name may be glorifi ed. Holy 
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Spirit, move over the the chaos of this world and lead all 
nations into your shalom, so all war may end and all people 
may come together in mutual respect. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN  Precious Lord, Take My Hand #472

TIME OF SHARING

PASSING OF THE PEACE
ONE: May the peace of our Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing 
of the peace followed by a sung response.

SUNG RESPONSE     Bind us Together Insert

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE   Isaiah 55:1-5
55   Ho, everyone who thirsts,
   come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
   come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
   without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
   and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me;
   listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
   my steadfast, sure love for David.
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
   a leader and commander for the peoples.
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the L඗කඌ your God, the Holy One of Israel,
   for he has glorifi ed you.
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SPECIAL MUSIC In Christ Alone by Marianne Kim

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 14:13-21
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to 
a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he 
saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured 
their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and 
said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves.’ 16Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; 
you give them something to eat.’ 17They replied, ‘We have nothing 
here but fi ve loaves and two fi sh.’ 18And he said, ‘Bring them here 
to me.’ 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the fi ve loaves and the two fi sh, he looked up to heaven, 
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were 
fi lled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, 
twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about fi ve thousand 
men, besides women and children.

SERMON       
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE  Faith by Mark Hayes

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

Off ering plates are located at the doors of the Nave.
Give online at uccnorwichny.org/give

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, thank you for welcoming us into your family.  We 
pray that you would accept the gifts we off er to you, a way of 
saying thank you for all that you have done for us.  We pray 
you would guide your church in the use of the gifts so that 
others in our world may know of your concern and provision. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus, your Son, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
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CELEBRATION OF BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
 Bless O Lord, These Sons and Daughters Insert

SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

ONE: Blessed are you O God 
ALL: Creator of the universe
ONE: Open our minds to witness your presence
ALL: Open our hearts that we may know your love

ONE: As the prophet Isaiah saw in a vision of God’s throne, the 
Seraphim fl ew around the throne saying: 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth 
is full of God’s glory!”           Isaiah 6:3

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosannah in the highest!  Mt 21:9

ONE: Paul writes to the Church in Corinth. “For I received from 
the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   I Corinthians 11:23-26

ALL:  By eating this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim 
Christ’s death, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, as we 
await Christ’s coming again in glory.  

ONE:  Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon this bread 
and this cup; pour out your Spirit upon us and all who make 
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up your church, bind us together as the body of your Christ 
in this world, so that we may listen for your voice and do 
your will in all that we undertake.

ALL: Come Holy Spirit, inspire and empower us!

ONE: This is the food and drink of our spiritual journey, everyone 
is invited to partake of it.

Please feel free to come forward to the table and receive 
communion, if you are not able to come to the table, we would be 
happy to bring the bread and cup to you in the pew, or you may 
also remain in your pew and take communion with us using the 
gluten free kits. For those online, feel free to partake of the bread 
and cup at home, joining us in the Spirit of unity.

COMMUNION MUSIC 
(sung during the receiving of the elements) 
 As We Gather at Your Table #332

CLOSING PRAYER (UNISON)
Almighty and gracious God, thank you for inviting us to this 
Holy meal, we are honored to be in true communion with 
you. As we go forth from this table, may we be renewed and 
empowered  to put the good news of Jesus’ words and works 
into action, continuing to seek justice, to make peace, to 
preserve the creation, to proclaim your good news, which 
gives life for all. Amen

*CLOSING HYMN        Break Now the Bread of Life #321

BENEDICTION
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you. 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you.
And give you peace.

POSTLUDE 
 Precious Lord, Take My Hand by Thomas A. Dorsey
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
WIFI IS AVAILABLE 
Network Name: UCC-Guest    Password: uccguest
 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 7. There is 
no supervision for older children upstairs in the summer.  We are happy 
to have children of any age stay in the Nave throughout the service. 
Coloring books, game books and other age appropriate activities are 
available at the back of the Nave for your use. 

FREE TICKETS TO NYS FAIR AVAILABLE FOR AUGUST 28. Contact 
Cheri in the church offi  ce for details.

FREE BAG LUNCH, MONDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 11:00 a.m. at 
the Broad St. United Methodist Church. 

FREE HOT DOG LUNCH, TUESDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 
11:30 a.m. at Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  

PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer 
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave and leave them in 
the basket provided.  Pastor Glenn will receive the slips prior to the 
service.

NAMETAGS - Everyone is encouraged to wear a nametag on Sunday 
mornings. If your nametag needs updating, you can leave it in the box 
on the table, or in the church offi  ce.

CALENDAR 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave 
11:00 a.m. Coff ee Hour.  Bring something to share.

MONDAY, AUGUST 3
11:00 a.m. Free Bag Lunch, Broad St. United Methodist Church
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Rm.
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, Kitchen



PARTICIPANTS TODAY
Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaff ey
Organist: David Burch
Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi
Livestream Staff : Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter, 
                              Breanna Rogers, Kaylee Winterrose
Sunday Sexton: Miles Yantz
Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel
Liturgist: Michael Moren
Coff ee Hour: David Burch

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - offi  ce@uccnorwichny.org    -    www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday  
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

August 2, 2026

Link to Online Giving
www.uccnorwichny.org/give

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
11:30 a.m. Free hot dog lunch at Emmanuel Episcopal Church

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
11:00 a.m. Coff ee & Conversation, Kitchen
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 
6:00 p.m. SOAR Group, Mayfl ower Room

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave 
11:00 a.m. Coff ee Hour.  Bring something to share.
1:00 p.m. Chenango Change, Founders Rm., Kitchen



Copyright © 1938, renewed UniChappell Music, Inc. (A Div. of Hal Leonard Corp.) 
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.
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Words and Music by BOB GILLMAN

Bind Us Together
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Tune: PLEADING SAVIOR

A Birthday and Anniversary Blessing
Bless, O Lord, These Sons and Daughters

Lyrics by Rev.  Martha Sipe
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