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An Open and Affi  rming Church

August 9, 2026 10:00 a.m.
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 14, Year A
UCC Theme:  When All Seems Lost

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Norwich, New York

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME
(Please sign the attendance pad found in the pew.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Let us take a moment for quiet meditation and prayer and prepare 
ourselves to worship the living God as we listen to the musical 
prelude. 

Question to refl ect on: How do times of diffi  culty and 
anxiety aff ect our trust in God?

PRELUDE  Antiphon and Versets by David Lasky

GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: O God, you are our strength in times of trouble.
ALL:  Open our souls, so that we may know your presence 

with us.
ONE: Open our ears to hear your message of hope
ALL: Direct us on the path that leads us ever closer to you.

PRAYER IN UNISON
God of my destiny, thank you for a new day in which your 
purposes will unfold. Help us remember during times of 
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diffi  culty and testing that your word is a light unto our path. 
Help us to remember that you have our back, so we may 
concentrate on what is before us not behind us. Fill us with 
the Holy Spirit that we may continue the work of Jesus. Amen

*OPENING HYMN  Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me #441

TIME OF SHARING

PASSING OF THE PEACE
ONE: May the peace of our Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please take a moment to greet those around you with the passing 
of the peace followed by a sung response.

SUNG RESPONSE     Bind us Together Insert

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE    I Kings 19: 3-14
When Queen Jezebel sent a message to Elijah that she intended 
to kill him. Elijah was afraid; he got up and fl ed for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant 
there. 4But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, 
and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked 
that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for 
I am no better than my ancestors.” 5Then he lay down under the 
broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and 
said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at his head 
was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and 
drank, and lay down again. 7The angel of the Lord came a second 
time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the 
journey will be too much for you.” 8He got up, and ate and drank; 
then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights 
to Horeb the mount of God.

9At that place he came to a cave and spent the night there. Then 
the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 
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covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take 
it away.” 11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before 
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a 
great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fi re, but the Lord was not 
in the fi re; and after the fi re a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood 
at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
  Arranged by Ken Medema

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 14: 22-33
22Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after 
he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself 
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind 
was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking 
toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking 
on the sea, they were terrifi ed, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 
cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, 
if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 
and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, 
he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

 SERMON    
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

INTERLUDE  Will You Come and Follow Me by C.E. Walz
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INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

Off ering plates are located at the doors of the church.
Give online at uccnorwichny.org/give

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, thank you for welcoming us into your family. We pray 
that you would accept the gifts we off er to you, a way of 
saying thank you for all that you have done for us. We pray 
you would guide your church in the use of the gifts so that 
others in our world may know of your concern and provision. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus, your Son, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen
                   
SHARING OF JOYS/CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive those who are indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN        God’s Eye Is on the Sparrow #475

BENEDICTION 
Go now, go in safety, for you cannot go where God is not present.
Go in love, for love alone endures.
Go with purpose and God will honor your dedication.
and go in peace, for it is a gift of God to those whose hearts and 
minds are in Christ Jesus.
 
POSTLUDE  10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)
  by Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
WIFI IS AVAILABLE 
Network Name: UCC-Guest    Password: uccguest
 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE upstairs for children up to age 7. 
There is no supervision for older children upstairs in the summer.  
We are happy to have children of any age stay in the Nave 
throughout the service. Coloring books, game books and other 
age appropriate activities are available at the back of the Nave for 
your use. 

COFFEE HOUR: On weeks when no one has signed up to host 
Coff ee Hour, the coff ee may not be made and the tables may 
not be decorated. Everyone is still welcome to bring something 
to share and, if you’re able, lend a hand with making coff ee and 
setting up. Thank you for helping make Coff ee Hour happen!

COFFEE & CONVERSATION on Thursdays is on hold for the 
month of August.  We will resume meeting in September.

FREE TICKETS TO NYS FAIR AVAILABLE FOR AUGUST 28. 
Contact Cheri in the church offi  ce for details.

FREE BAG LUNCH, MONDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 11:00 
a.m. at the Broad St. United Methodist Church. 

FREE HOT DOG LUNCH, TUESDAYS IN JULY AND AUGUST - 
11:30 a.m. at Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  

PRAYER REQUESTS - You are encouraged to write your prayer 
requests on the prayer slips as you enter the Nave and leave 
them in the basket provided.  Pastor Glenn will receive the slips 
prior to the service.

NAMETAGS - Everyone is encouraged to wear a nametag on 
Sunday mornings. If your nametag needs updating, you can 
leave it in the box on the table, or in the church offi  ce.
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CALENDAR 
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave 
11:00 a.m. Coff ee Hour.  Bring something to share.
1:00 p.m. Chenango Change, Founders Rm., Kitchen

MONDAY, AUGUST 10
11:00 a.m. Free Bag Lunch, Broad St. United Methodist Church
12:00 p.m. Tutoring, Kitchen
2:00 p.m. Tai Chi, Founders Rm.
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 
6:00 p.m. Executive Council, Conference Room, Zoom

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Circle, Kitchen
5:00 p.m. Pride Alliance Meeting, Founders Room

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12
11:30 a.m. Free hot dog lunch at Emmanuel Episcopal Church

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13
1:00 p.m. Piecemakers Monthly Meeting, Founders Room, 

Kitchen
5:00 p.m. E. Hunter Lessons, upstairs 
6:00 p.m. SOAR Group, Mayfl ower Room

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
9:00 a.m. Nursery, upstairs
10:00 a.m. Worship, Nave 
11:00 a.m. Coff ee Hour.  Bring something to share.



PARTICIPANTS TODAY
Ministers: All the People
Pastor: Rev. Glenn Mahaff ey
Organist: David Burch
Livestream Director: Jennifer Mallozzi
Livestream Staff : Chris McSweeney, Jessica Strough, Liam Hunter, 
                              Breanna Rogers, Kaylee Winterrose
Sunday Sexton: Miles Yantz
Nursery: Rosey Matthews, Delilah Spiegel
Liturgist: Deb Phelps
Usher: Joe Phelps

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
11 West Main St., Norwich NY 13815
607-334-3434 - offi  ce@uccnorwichny.org    -    www.uccnorwichny.org

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday  
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

August 9, 2026

Link to Online Giving
www.uccnorwichny.org/give
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Words and Music by BOB GILLMAN

Bind Us Together
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©1977 THANKYOU MUSIC (PRS)

Copyright © 1977 and this arr. © 1986 Thankyou Music. Admin. By Maranatha! Music.  All Rights Reserved.  Used by permission CCLI License 
22167805.
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